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*^ Blessed are ye that sow beside all Waters ! '' 
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Heracutus offud Tkeodoret, Vol iv. p. 716. 

If ye do not hope, ye will not find ; for in despairing ye block up the 
mine at its month ! ye extinguish the torch, even when ye are already 
in the shaft. 
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V 






GOD Ain> THE WORLD WE WORSHIP STILL TOGETHER, 

DRAW NOT OUR LAWS TO HIM, BUT HIS TO OURS ; '\ 

UNTRUE TO BOTH, SO PROSPEROUS IN NEITHER, 

THE IMPERFECT WILL BRINGS FORTH BUT BARRSN FLOWERS! 

UNWISE AS ALL DISTRACTED INTERESTS BE, 

STRANGERS TO GOD, FOOLS IN HUMANITY : 

TOO GOOD FOR. GREAT THINGS. AND. TOO GREAT FOR GOOD, 

WHILE STILL "J DARE NOT^' WAITS UPON ^I WOWOr 






. Curtis, Printer, 
Camberwell. 
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I 



INTBOnUCTION. 



Fellow-Countrymen ! Yon I i&eflii> wlfcA 
fill the higher tod tuidifie s«Eitioti» of soddiy ! 
The ec/mfoftisy perchanee the splendors^ thiett 
sttrromid yon^ deaignate yam irank^ bat cannot 
constitute your tnwal and pcrisend fitness t&t 
if. Be it ^loogiir f» othcM tb know^ thili 
ydtt are ife kgal-^\d by what mark shaH 
ytm flrfiiHid accredited to your own eoiiseiisiieel»^ 
as it» warikg — ^posi«ssors f Net ]^ c6tetn6tt 
sefise (&t eomnton libitesty ; fdt these ard 
eqfially demanded iriT all dasses^ and th^refiil« 
mere iiegatlf e qiiftMficatilm» in yain^ rank M 
life^ or dtoracte^istic oB^y by the ligg^vrat^ 
%ii0ililny consequent on their abdeHc^; N«t 
by gejakis or i^endld talenti for ^se^ ft§ 
Ibtmg gi^ of Katitt'oy are dbjeeto of ifidr<dl 
ifitwvst for ftcie alono^ to Whom tlwy iKmi 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

been allotted. Nor yet by emineiuie in 
learning; for this supposes such a devotion of 
time and thought^ as would in many cases 
be incompatible with ^he claims of active life* 
Erudition is^ doubtless^ an arnan^enty that 
especially beseemes.a Ingh station : but it is 
professional rank only that renders its at- 
. lainment a duty. 

The inark in question .must be- ,so^ far 
common J that we may be entitled to look 
for it in ym from the .mere circumstance 
^ your situation^ and so &r distinctive^ that 
it must be -such as cannot be expected 
generally from the inferior classes. Now 
either there is no such criterion in existence^ 
or the Hesideratum is to r be . found in im 
\ h$bUual constnousness of (he uUimale pru^ 
i e^lesy to which your opinions i are trace- 
able. The least^- that can be ; demanded of 
the least fayored among you^ is an ^ earnest 
etfideavimr to wq,lk in the Light of your o\^ 
knowledge; and not^ as the ma^, of ;mankind^ 
by hying hold <m the skv*ts of Custcnn. Blind 
Mlowjers of- a blind and capriciojos ,guid^> 

Digitized by V3OOQ1C 



INTRODUCTiaN. y 

fm^Vkeyvm(ih(mgh aCtenerj I fetor, hy tbteir 
own improvidence, * than by the lowness oS^ 
of their; estate) to. consume Life in the means 

'- * A truth, that should not however b^ said, save in the 
spirit of (A^ity, and, with the,, palliating reflection, that 
this very improvidence has hitherto been, though not the 
ihevitabley jet the wa^wraZ result of Pov^ty and the 
Fppr Laws. . With .what gratitude I venerate my country 
and its laws, my humble publications from the " Fears in 
Solitude" printed in 1798, to the present discourse bear 
igitness.T-Yet the Poor. Laws and the, Revenue! — if I 
permitted myself to dwell on these exclusively, I shoulclj 
be tempted to fancy that the domestic seals were put in 
commission and entrusted to Argus, Briareus^ and Cacus^ 
as lords of the commonalty. Alas ! it is easy to see the 
evil ; but to imagine a renoec^ is . diflSeult in exact pro- . 
portion to the experience and good sense of the seeker.^^ 
That excellent man, Mr. Perceval, whom I regarfl* as the 
best and wisest statesman, this country has possessed ^ 
siAce the revolution (I judge only from his measures and^- 
the reports of his speeches in parliament; for I never, 
saw him, that I know of) went into the ministry, with the. 
design as well as the wish of abolishing lotteries. I yros, 
present at a table, when this intention was announce;d by 
a venerable relative of the departed statesman, who loved, 
and honored the mariy but widely dissented from him as. 
a politician. Except myself, all present were partizaipts 
6f the opposition ; but all avowed their determination 
on this score alone, as a great moral precedent, to support, 
the hew minister. — What was the resjalt ? Two lotteries , 
in the first year instead of one! The door of lh< cabinet, 
has. a quality the most opposite to the Ivory Gate of VirgiU; 
It si;^ers no dreams to pass through it. Alas! as fa,?. 
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11 JtNT&Q«M7«THm« 

«f hvmg^ Ae nmltitede nay nake ihe md 



T^o^poim mtttaatiir : bob et mutamor m iHis 
imabashed. ISkit to English Protestajoits in 
ibe «iigoy««(it of « imAsrai conpeleAoy, 
fnuch more to, such as are defended against 
^heaEidoQBFiitHise^ itnEwstneedi^beagiwTmui 
diidionor (and not the less gripvous^ though 
perh^fis 1ms s^brikuig, horn its fi^equency) to 
change with Ihe times^ and thus to debase 
-^lum u»oti^es ntsd umjogbs^ the sacned bouM^ 

Ml 9tij widt scheme of benevoleBce is conoenied, the 
iltfH^iptiQii over it. ought seem to be the Daut^Mi 

Lafekle egni i^ranza, vm efa^eatrate ! 
We jadge harshly because we expect irrationally. But on 
ike other hand, this disproportion of the power to the 
msh will, sooner or later^ end in that tame acquiescence 
ill things as fbej are, which is the sad symptom of a 
jhoral necrosis commencing. And commence it will, if 
iii causes are not counteracted by the philosophy of his- 
tory, that iS) by history read in the spirit of prophecy ! 
if they are not overcome by the faith which, still re- 
kindling hope, still re-enlivens charity. Without the 
knowledge of Man, the knowledge of Men is a hazardous 
acqtusition. What insight might npt our statesmen ac- 
quire from the study of the Bible merely as history, if 
only they had been previously accustomed to ;study history 
in tite same spirit, as tb$tt in which good men read the 
BiWeJ - . 
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DiTMncenDN. 'vM 

hmUL 0f eomcKmfXy into ^Bunm and ctetitiirig 

Omom! (B^nek ILK)' if Ami dost not gtM 
to ikyidbr « itemBom far tike faUk tikid i» m 
ikee: if tiMs dost not tiiefeby leira tbe nfisty 
and tke blenedttem o£ that Bihmr iqposlDiit 
precept^ Wkataoeiser jfB da^ ihM mFkuak 
Yoor bafaits of rafleotioii dkoald at leaat be 
eqmal to ymv ofiportiniiMi of Icwnre ^ and to 
tittt/vidiioh ib itoelf a apemaaC kmiM^— yiiw 
inumniiy froni Imi^ kbaur^ fatauk tiM roka 
andlash of titt iiiipeniiw evBt^nemMng Tma 
Day! Youi? atieatba to die objects^ ^tibiai 
Stoetdk awi^ belo^ you Ifttbe Uving lancfacapo 
^S good and eril^ ami your epooarc&cfli into 
Ibfiir existing or pfaoticaUe boarings o& eadi 
#dier^ fiboiddfaeproporlioiiai toAeofeyatkni 
that attends and diversiftts ymn* prospect* 
If yon posm» nnra than is nooessary tor 
yow own wants^ more than yoor <mm wanta 
ought to be felt by you as your own interests. 
You am padi^on a smooth tcrraee^ which 
you owe to Ihe happy institutions of your 
country^— -a^ twrac9 on, the mout^tanf ^ breiBMSit* 
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viii INTRODUCTION. 

To. what purpose^ by what moral rigfat^.if yott 
continue to gaze only on the sod beneath your 
feet? Or if converting means into ends and 
with all your thoughts and effinrtsabscN^bed in 
selfish schemes of climbing cloudward^ you 
turn your back on the wide landscape^ and. 
stoop the lower^ the higher you ascend. 

The remedial and prospective advantages^ 
ihat may be rationally anticipated from the 
habit of contemplating particulars in their 
wuyersal laws; its tendency at once to^ fix 
and to liberalize the morality of private life, 
at once to produce and enlighten the spirit of 
public zeal; and let me add, its especial 
utility in recalling the origin and primary 
purpwt of the term. Generosity, * to the 
heart and thoughts of a populace tampered 
with by sophists and incendiaries of the revo- 
lutionary school ; these advantages I have felt 
it ray duty and have made it my main object 



^ A genere : tbe qualities either supposed nattiral and 
ijpptinptive, to men of noble race, or such as their rank ia 
calcul]a,ted to inspire, as disinterestedness, devotion to the 
service of their friends^ clients, &c. frankness, &c«. 
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I«fTRODtJCTION. iSi 

tto press -'on your serious attenticm duriBg Ihe 
whole period of my literary labors from 
earliest manhood to the present homr. ♦ 
Whatever may hare been the specific theme 
of my communications^ and whether they re- 
lated to criticism^ politics^ or religion^ still 
PRINCIPLES^ their subordination^ their con- 
nection^ and their application^ in all the 
diyisions of our tastes^ duties^ rules of conduct 



^* Jn testimony . of the fact , and ,no . less Qf the small 
change, my own public and political principles have 
undergone, I might appeal to the Conciones ad Populum, 
delivered at Bristol iu^ the year 1794; but that, though.a 
few copies were printed, they can scarcely be said to 
have been published. The first of these " Lay-sermons,^' 
(which was likewise, the firstling of my authorship) I 
intend to include in the republication or rather the rm" 
faciamento of the Friend. I prefer the latter word, 
because every part will be omitted which.coidd not be 
.brought to conclusion and completion within the QysX&xt 
allotted to the work (three volumes of the size of the 
British Essayists;) their place supplied by new articles j 
and the ^hole arranged anew.) The Friend likewise 
has never been published in the ordinary sense of the 
term. The numbers printed weekly on stamped paper 
l#ere sent by the post to a sptmly number of Sub- 
scribers and (a sad but important distinction !) to a still 
scantier number of subscriptiQnists.^-^mPTa irwyeroc^iy 
fff j5« TO Tlav ipfjriyiwi: ^ar/^^ . 
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tm^ ^ehemest itf belief^ kuve ^MsiitiiAecl mf 
ehtipter of cpniefttflu 

It into UMimfr partiticm^ tbat diTideB opaktm 
m&WKki prkmfk fipom wnpriiMspled o|^^ 
If tli6 ktter are «ot feUowed b j oorreifonkiit 
mHom^ we aiv indditod fw ibe esciq[>e^ Hot 
to tb^ agent lumeM^ but io his bdbitir of 
edacation^ to the tympithies af saperior raak^ 
to &e neoeaaty of dbaracter^ ofkn^ fierhapi^ 
to the absence of temptation from providential 
dmnimBtaiioes €ir Ihe aceid^it eS a gracious 
Nature* These, indeed, are truths of all 
iimmi and plaees; but I seemed ^ see 
especial reason for insisting on them in our 
own tim0& A hoi^ and att^itke ofascm^iMi 
had convinced me, that formerly Men were 

WORSE THAN TBEIR PriNCIPIKS, but that 

iat present the Principles are worse than 

Few are sufficiently aware haw mmh 
reason most of us have, even as commcw morali 
livers, to thaoik Ood for being Enslissmen. 
It would fornish grounds^ both Jfor bunnlity 
towards Providence and fer increwed attaeb* 
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l?^TBODUCTION. xi 

ment to. our country^ if each individual could 
but see and feel, how large a part of his 
innocence he owes to his birth, breeding, and 
residence in Great Britain. The admini- 
stration of the laws; the almost continual 
preaching of moral prudence; the number 
and respectability of our sects ; the pressure of 
our ranks on each other, with the consequent 
reserve and watchfulness of demeanor in the 
superior ranks, and the emulation in the 
subordinate; the vast depth, expansion and 
systematic movements of our trade ; and the 
consequent inter-dependence, the arterial or 
nerve-like net-work of property, which make 
every deviation from outward, integrity a 
calculable loss to the offending individua^l 
himself from its mere effects, as obstruction 
and irregularity ; and lastly, the naturalness 
of doing as others do : — ^these and the like 
influences, peculiar, some in the kind and lall 
|u the degree, to this privileged island, are 
the buttresses, on which pur foundationless 
well-doing is upheld, even as a house of 

c 
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Xii INTRODUCTION. 

cards^ the architecture of our infancy, in which , 
each is supported by all. 

Well then may we pray, give us peace 
in our time, O Lord! Well for us, if no 
revolution, or other general visitation, betray 
the true state of our national morality! 
But above all, well will it be for us if 
even now we dare disclose the secret to our 
own souls! Well will it be for as many 
of us as have duly reflected on the Prophet's 
assurance, that we must take root downwards 
if we would hear Jiruit towards; if we 
would bear fruit, and continue to bear fi*uit, 
when the foodful plants that stand straight, 
only because they grow in company; or 
whose slender surface-roots owe their whole 
stedfastness to their intertanglement ; have 
been beaten down by the ccmtinued rains, or 
whirled alof^f by the sudden hurricane ! JiTor 
have we far to seek for whatev^ it is most 
important that we i^ould find. The wisdom 
from above has not ceased for us! ^^ JTte 
principles of the oracles ofOvd^^ (Heb. v. 12.) 
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INTRODUCTION. Xlll 

are still uttered from brfore tibe altar ! 
Oracles^ which we may consult without 
cost ! Before an altar^ where no sacrifice is 
required, but of the vices which unman us! 
100 vktims demanded, but the undean and 
anipial passions, which we may have sufl^ed 
to house within us, finrgetful of our baptieanal 
de4ication--no victim, but the spiritual doth, 
or goat, or fox, or hog, which lay waste the 
vineyard that the Lord had fenced and planted 
for himself. 

I have endeavored in a previous discourse 
to persuade the more highly gifted and 
educated part of my friends and fellow- 
christians, that as the New Testament sets 
forth the means and conditions of spiritual 
convalescence, with all the laws of conscience 
relative to our fiiture ^tate and permanent 
Being ; so does the Bible juresent to us the ^ 
elements of public prudence, instructing us in 
the li'ue causes, the surest {nreventives, and the 
only cures, of public evils. The authorities of 
Raleigh, Clarendon and Milt<m must at least 
exempt me ftovn the blame of singularity, if 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

undeterred by the contradictory charges of 
paradoxy from one party and of adheil^nce 
to vulgar and old-fashioned prejudices from 
the other^ I persdst in avowing my conviction^ 
that the inspired poets^ historians and sen- 
tentiaries of the Jews^ are the clearest 
teachers of political economy: in shorty that 
their writii^* are the Statesman's best 

* To which I should be tempted with the late Edmund 
Burke to annex that treasure of prudential wisdom, the 
Ecclesiasticus. I not only yield, however, to the authority 
of our Church, but, reverence the judgment of its founders 
in ^parating this work from the list of the Canonical 
Books, and in refusing to apply it to the establishment of 
any doctrine^ while they caused it to be " read for example 
of life and instruction of manners." Excellent, nay, in- 
valuable, as this book is in the plctce assigned to it by our 
Church, that place is justified on the clearest grounds. For 
Bottq say that the compiler himself, candidly cautions us 
against the imperfections of his translation, and its no 
small difference from the original Hebrew, as it was 
written by his grandfather, he so expresses himself in 
his prologue as to exclude all claims to inspiration or 
divine authority in any other or higher sense than every 
writer is entitled to make, who having qualified himself 
by the careful study of the books of other men had 
been drawn on to write something himself. But of still 
greater weight, prioLcticaUy^ are the objections derived 
from certain passages of tiie Book, which savour too 
plainly of the fancies and prejudices of a jew of 
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INTRODUCTION. XV 

Manual^ not only as containing the first 
[n*mciples and uMmate grounds of state-policy 
whether in prosperous times or in those of 
danger and distress^ but as supplying likewise 
the details of their appUcationy and as being 
a full and spacious repository of precedents 
and facts in proof. 

Well therefore (again and again I repeat 

Jerusalem : ex. gr. the 25th and 26th verses of chapter L ; 
and of greater still the objections drawn from other 
passages, as from chapter 41st. which by implication 
and obvious inference are nearly tantamount to a denial 
of a future state, and bear too great a resemblance to 
the ethics of the Greek poets and orators in the sub- 
stitution of posthumous fame for a true resurrection, and 
a consequent personal endurance ; the substitution in short, 
of a nominal for a real immortality, and lastly from the 
prudential spirit of the maxims in general, in which 
prudence is taught too much on its own grounds instead of 
being recommended as the organ or vehicle of a spiritual 
principle in its existing worldly relations. In short, 
prudence ceases to be wisdom when it is not to the 
filial fear of God, and to the sense of the excellence of 
the divine laws, what the body is to the soul ! Now, in 
the work of the son of Sirach, prudence is both body 
and soul. ' 

It were perhaps to be wished, that this work, and ihe 
wisdom of Solomon had alone received the honor of 
being accompaniments to the inspired writings, and that 
these should, with a short precautionary preface and a 
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Xvi INTRODUCTION. 

to youj) well will it be for US if we have pro*- 
yided ourselves from this artnwy while ^^ yet 
the day of trouble aod of ited/^&ng down 
and of perplexity" appears at far distance 
and only ^^ in the valley of Vision :'^ if we 
have humbled ourselves and have confisssed 
our thin and unsound state^ eren while ^^ from 
the uttermost parts of the ewth we Were 
hearing songs of praise and glory to the 
upri^t nation. • (Is. xxii. 5. xxiv. 16.) 

But if ind^ the day c^ treading down is 
present^ it is still in our power io convert it 
into a time of substantial discipline for ourselves^ 
and of c^iduring benefit to the present ^ne- 
ration and to posterity. The splendor of our 
exploits^ during the late war^ is less h<morable 
to us than the magnanimity of our vie ws^ 
and our generous confidence in the victwy of 
the better cause. Accordingly, we have 

few iM)te$ bjave been priuted in all our Bibles. Thie 
remaining books might without any loss have been left 
for the learned or for as mapy as were prompted by 
curiosity to purchase them, in a septurate volume. Even 
of the Maccabees not above a third part can be said to 
possess any historic value, as autbcaitic aecounts. 
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INTROBUCTION. xvfi 

obtained a good naine^ so that the nations 
arround us have displayed a disposition to 
follow our example and imitate our insti- 
tutions — ^too often I fear even in parts where 
fi^m the difference of our relative circum- 
stances ihe imitation had little chance of 
proving more than mimickry. But it will 
be fdr more glorious^ and to our neighbours 
incomparably mpre instructive^ if in dis- 
tresses to which all countries are liable yre 
bestir ourselves in remedial and preventive 
m'rangemenfe which all nations may more 
or less adopt; inasmuch as they are grounded 
cm principles intelligible to all rational and 
obligatory on all moral beings ; inasmuch asy 
having been taught by God's word^ exampled 
by God's providence^ commanded by God's 
law, and recommended by promises of God's 
grace, they alone can form the foundations 
of a christian community. Do we love our 
country t These are the principles, by which 
^e true friend of the people is contfadis^ 
finguidjied from the factious demagogue. They 
are at once the rocjs: and the quarry. Gn 
these alone and with these alone is the solid 
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Xviii INTRODUCTION. 



welfare of a people to be built Do we love 
our own souls ? These are the principles^ 
the neglect of which writes hypocrite and 
suicide on the brow of the professing christian. 
For these are the keystone of that arch on 
which alone we can cross the torrent of life and 
death with safety on Hie passage j with peace 
in the retrospect ; and with hope shining upon 
us from through the cloudy toward which we 
are travelling. ' Not, my christian friends! 
by all the lamps of worldly wisdom clustered 
in one blaze, can we guide our paths so securely 
as by fixing our eyes on this inevitable cloud, 
through which all must pass, which at every 
step becomes darker and more threatening 
to the chrildren of this world, but to the 
children of faith and obedience still thins 
away as they approach, to melt at length 
and dissolve into that glorious light, from 
which as so many gleams and reflections of 
the same falling on us during our mwtal 
pilgrimage, we derive all principles of true 
and lively knowledge, alike in. science and in 
morals, alike in communities and in in- 
dividuals. 

/Google 
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INTRODUCTIOIN, xix 

It has been my purpose throughout the 
following discourse to guard myself and my 
Readers from extremes of all kinds : I will 
therefore conclude this Introduction by in- 
forcing the maxim in its relation to our 
rdLigious opinions^ out of which^ with or with- 
out our con^iou^ess^ all our oiher opinions 
flow^ as from tl^ir Spring-head and per-» 
petual Feeder. And that I might neglect no 
innocent mode of attracting or relieving the 
Beader's attentimi^ I have moulded my re- 
actions into the following 

ALLEGORIC VISION. 

A feeling of sadness^ a peculiar melancholy^ 
is wont to take possession of me alike in 
S]H*ing and in Autumn. But in Spring it is 
ike melancholy of Hope : in Autumn it is 
the melancholy of Resignation. As I was 
jouicneying 4m foot through the Appennine^ 
I fell in with a pilgrim in whom the Spring 
and the Autumn and the Melancholy of both 
leemed to hare combined* In his discourse 
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XX INTRODUCTKW. 

tiluirei were the firedmess and ihe colors of 
April: 

Xal da pensier peosiero 
In lui germogUava. 

But as I ga^ w Iw whole form wm) fignre^I 
hptiiiotigh4 meof ^e not unlovely ifeeays^ boAt 
qS age and of the kte season^ in the stately 
elm; after the clustei^ have .been phiokecl 
from its entwining yinee^ and the vines are 
as bands of dried withies a];ewid ite 
branches. Even sp iliere was a memory <m 
his smooth and ample forehead^ which blended 
with the dedication of his steady eyes^ that 
still looked — I know not^ whether upward^ 
or far pnward^ <h* ra&er to the line of noting 
yrhe^e the sky rests upoo the distance* But 
how mijB^ I express — ^tbe breathed tarnish^ 
«hall I mxm itt-rop the lu^tn? of the pii 
grim^eyes? Yet had it not a sort of stnu^ 
$f^Tdms9 with their slow and reluotaat 
movement^ whenever he turned ihem to any 
eljeet op ih» right hand o» od the le£b? li 
feeioed> inethought^ as if thwe lay upoa 
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aptKAntmeiitg tlow uttfelt^ but heyj^r forgotten* 
It was at aafyd the tWeikiieh&l j of hope asrf 
ci resigimtioti. 

We had not long been fellow-travellers, 
ere a sudden tempest of wind and rain forced 
us to seek protection in the vaulted door*Way 
of a l^e ehapelry : and we sate face io iace 
each on the ^tone betich along-side the low, 
Weatibei^-^stained ti^all, fUid ds cltise a^ posidbld 
to th^ miussy door. 

After a piiuse of silence: Even thus, said 
he, like two strangers ttat have fledl to th^ 
same sheltet* frofn the same storm, not seldom 
dd Despair and Hope m^t for the first thAe in ^ 
the porch of !t>eaih I All extreme nleet, f 
afi&wered ; hot your's was a strange and vision^ 
ary thought. The better then doth it beseeifn 
both the place and mSe, he replied. From a 
Vision ARt THlt thou hear a Vision? Mark 
that vivid fladii through this torrent of rain! Fife 
and water. EVen here thy adage holds true, and 
its trtith is the moral of my Vision. I en#eated 
hitn to proceet. Slo{»ng his face fowaird €b# 
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arch and yet avertiiig his eye firom it^ he 
seemed to iseek and prepare his wordst : till 
listening to the wind that echoed within the 
hollow edifice^ and to the rain without^ 

Which stole on his thoughts with its two-fold sound, 
The clash hard by and the murmur all round, 

he gradually sank away^ alike from me and 
from his own purpose^ and amid the glaoiii 
of the storm and in the duskiness of that plac^ 
he sate like an emblem on a rich man'g 
sepulchre^ or lik^ an aged mourner on the 
podded grave of an only one, who is watching 
the wained moon and sorroweth not. Startr 
ing at length from his brief trance ci abstrac- 
tion, with courtesy and an atoning smile he 
renewed his discourse, and comnienced his 
parable. 

, During one of Ihose short fiirlows from the 
service of the Body, which Ihe Soul may some- 
times obtain even in thi», its militant «tate, I 
found myself in a vast plain, which I imme- 
diately knew to be the Valley of Life* It 
^possessed an astonishing diversity of soil$ : and 
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here was a sunny ^t^ and there a dark 
one^ forming just such a mixture of jsun-^ 
shine and shade^ as we may have observed on 
the mountains' side in an April day^ when 
the thin broken clouds are scattered over 
heaven. Almost in the very entrance of the 
valley stood a large and gloomy pile^ into 
which I seemed constrained to enter* . Every 
part of the building was crowded ;svith tawdry 
ornaments and fantastic deformity* On every 
window was pourtrayed^ in glaring and in- 
elegant colors^ some horrible tale, or pre- 
ternatural incident, so that not a ray of light 
could enter, untinged by the medium through 
which it passed. The body of ttie building 
was foil of people, some of them dancing, in 
and out, in unintelligible figures, >vith strange 
ceremonies and antic merriment, while others 
seemed convulsed with horror, or pining in 
mad melancholy. Intermingled with these> 
I observed a number of men, clothed in cere? 
monial robes, who appeared now to marshal 
the various groups, and to direct their move^ 
ments; and now with menacing countenances, 
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to drag some r^uctioit victim to a rant 
idol^ framed of ircm bara intm^rassed^ whit^ 
fwmed at the same time an immetise c^gB^ 
aad the form of a human €olosstis« 

I stood fat a while lost in wonder^ what 
these things mi^t mean; wheh lo! one ^ 
&e Directors came up io me^ and with A 
stern and reproachM look bade me iincovef 
my head ; tot that the place^ into whidh I 
had entered^ was the temple of the only 
trueReligicm^ in the holier recesses of whidl 
the great Goddess personally resided. Himself 
too he hade me reverence^ as the consecrated 
Minister of her Rites. Awe-struck by thcf 
Dame of Religion^ I bowed befiore the Priest^ 
and humbly and earnestly intreated him to 
conduct me into her presence* He assented. 
Offerings he took from me^ with my^e 
i^rinklings of water and with salt he purified^ 
uid with strange suffiations he exorcized me i 
and then led me through many a dark and 
windfcg alley ^ the dew-damps of which 
(^lled my fleshy and the hollow echoes un^r 
my fe^t^ mingled^ methougfat^ with moamngs^ 
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iJftighted me. At length we enterdt a 
lai^e hall where Bet eveb a smgle lafii|y 
gUjpamepecL It was made half visible by the 
waa phosphoric n^ wludi poeeeded fSrem 
iii6i»riptio]is on the walls^ in letters of the 
same pale and sepolehrod l^t. I could read 
^m^ methoQ^ht; but tibough each one of 
Ihe words tak^i separately I seemed to anifeiv 
stmd^ yet wh^i I toc^ them in sent^rices^ 
they were riddles and incomprehensible. 
As i stood mecKtatii^ on these hard sayings^ 
ttiy guide thus addressed me — ^The fitllible 
becomes infallible^ and the m&Uible remains 
ftdiy^e. Read and beliere : these are mys- 
teries ! — In the middle of the vast hall the 
Goddess was placed. Her features, Mended 
with darkness^ rose out to my view^ terrible, 
yet vacant. No definite thought, no distiki^ 
image was aflR>rded me : all was uneasy and 
obscure feeling. I prostrated myself befwe 
her, and then retired with my guide, ^soul- 
withered, and wondwing, and dissatisfied. 

As I re-entered the body of the temple^ I 
Imurd a dieep buz as of diseontoit. A few 
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whose eyes were bright, ftnd either piercing 
pr steady, and who^ ample foreh^Eids, with 
the weighty bar, ridge-like, above the eye- 
brows, bespoke observation followed by medir 
tative thought ; and a much larger number 
who were enraged by the severity and in- 
afolence of the priests in exacting their <^- 
ferin^ ; had collected in one tumultuous 
groupe, and >vith a confused outcry of " this 
is the Temple of Superstition !^^ after much 
contumely, and turmoil, and cruel mal- 
treatment on all sides, ru^ed out of the pile ; 
and I, methought, joined them. 

We speeded from the Temple with hasty 
steps, and had now nearly gone round half 
the valley, when we were addressed by ft 
woman, tall beyond the stature of mortals, 
and with a something more than human in 
her countenance and mien, which yet could 
by mortals be only felt, not conveyed by 
words or intelligibly distinguished.^ Deep re- 
flection, animated by ardent feelings, wa$ 
displayed in them : and hope, without its 
uncertainty, and a something more thav^ 
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b11 ihese^ whicli I understood not; but 
which yet seemed to blend all these into a 
divine unity of expression. Her garments 
were white and matronly^ and of the simplest 
texture. We enquired her name. My name> 
1^ replied^ is Religion* 
. The more numerous part of our company^ 
affiighted by the very sounds and sore frmn 
rc^cent impostures or sorcferies^ hurried ohwards^ 
and examined no farther. A few of us^ struck 
by the manifest opposition of her form and 
Qianner^ to those ctf the living Idol^ whom 
we. had so recently abjured^ agreed to follow 
her^ though with cautious circumspection. 
She led us. to an eininence in the midst of 
the valley, from the top of which we could 
command the whole plain^ and observe the 
relation of the different parts, of each to 
the other, and of each to the whole, and 
of all to each. She then gave us an optic 
glass which assisted without contradicting 
our natural vision, and enabled us to see far 
beyond the limits of the Valley of Life:: 
though our eye even thus assisted permitted: 

E 
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iia odiy to behold a light aid a glory^ bat 

what we could not descry^ slave oiily tliat 

it U)U8^ and that it wa^ itiMt glorious. 

V Ajid now with the rapid transiticm «f a 

dt'eiutn^ I had overtak^i and r^oined ^ 

more numerous party^ who had abruptly k^ 

iis^ indignant at ihe very name of religion. 

The^ jcmrnied bn^ goading eaeh oikm widi 

nBmembrances of past cqt^ressions^ and henst 

looking back^ till in the eagerness to recedtf 

fi^m the Tiemple of Superstitikm they had 

iioiinded the whole circle ^ the ralley; And 

li>t therts faced us thi^ ntbuth c^ a vast carem^ 

at the basb <^ a lofty and almost pei^n£cular 

rock^ the inteHk^r side pf whidi^ unknown 

to them 5 and unsuspected^ formed the extreme 

and backward wall of the Temple. An imk 

piHient crowds we ent^ed ihe vast and dudky 

<iaT«^ which was the only pwforatidn jdT 

tlie precipiige. At the mouth of the care 

S||te two figures; the fird;^ by her dress and 

gi^ttt^^ I knew to be Sensuality; the- 

sebcud $Mtt^ iirom the fien^ness of his d^ 

iheantfttir^ . imd the brutal scomfolness of his: 
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iopfes, dechr^ Ui^lf to be tl»e M^pstef 
Bms^hbmy. He utter($<l big iffprc|si And yet 
isyer tfnd l^iiim Tob^erved that b© tiimed pal^ 
At bis ^ttp cffurpgip. We entered. Sf^vn? 
in^nftiaed in tbe ojpefiing of the mvp^ with tbs 
toe or the other of its guardians. The ite^^ 
and I among ibem^ 'jnrijsMi on^ till we reached 
an ample chamber^ th&t s^ej^njed the ceqtro'af 
the ropk. The dimiate of the {>laci6 was ant 
iMlurally cold. 

In the farthest distance of the chamber s^to 
an oW dim-eyed 4a»n> pori^ with a m?^ 
pfc^cop^ ovef the Tctr$p ci a statue^ Wbi<^ 
had neitbiEfr basb^ nor feet/ nor head; bnf on 
it9 brea^ was earved^ Nature! To this he 
continually applied his ghm^ and seemed em 
raptured with the variiws ineqilalities whii^ 
^ rendered risible on the seendn^y polish^ 
surface of the ftiarble* — Yet erermore wap 
^ delight altd l^iumph followed by ex*" 
pressbiJs of hatred^ ^md yehement railing 
ag4i}st a Beings who yet^ he assured ns!^ 
had n^ e:$istenee. This mystery suddenly 
recalled tp me y^lmt I had read m the ^oliest^ 
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Recess of the temple of Superstition. The 
old man spoke in div^ tongues^ and Cnm- 
tinned to utter other and most strange 
mysteries. AmoAg the rest he talked much 
Itnd vehemently concerning an infinite series 
of causes and eflfects, which he explained 
to be — a string of blind men^ the last of 
whom caught hold of the, skirt of the one 
before him^ he of the next^ and so on till 
they were all out of sight : and that they 
idl walked infallibly strai^t, without making 
<me false step^ though all were alike blind; 
Methought I borrowed courage firom surprize/ 
and asked him — Who then is at the head to 
guide iheni? He looked at me mth in- 
effitble contempt^ not unmixed with an angry 
sui^icion^ and then replied,'^^ No bne.^^ The 
string of blind men went on for ever without 
any be^nning: for although one blind mail 
could not move without stumbling, yet infinite 
blindness supplied the want c^ sight. I 
burst into lauj^ter^ which instmtly turned to 
terror — for as he started forward in rage^ I 
(taught a glance of him fi*om behind ; and lo ! 
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I beheld a monster bi-form and Janus-headed^ 
in the hinder face and shape of which I 
instantly recognized the dread countenance of 
Superstition — ^and in the terror I awoke. 
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ISAIAH^ xxxii- 20, 

blessed are ye that saw beside all waters^ 

On dll dceasibns the Beginning i^otild lodk 
tottard the ^nd ; and most o^ all when wd 
oti^ counsel concerning cireums^nces of great 
distress^^and of still greater alarm. But such 
is oujr business ^ fu^esent^ and ihjd commoti 
duty -olF all ^rt'hose competent justifies the 
6;tteni|>t. And therefiw^^ my Christian Frlendfe 
6S*cl Fellow Englishmen, have I in a day of 
iroubie and of treading dovm and qf perplexity^ 
taken my Be^nning from this animating assmv 
tocfe of ah inspired Messengw to the Deviseri 
^liberal things y (xxxii. 8.) who confident in 
hope are ^sarless in diarity* For to enforced 
Ibe Precept involved in this gladsome annun-^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 2 ) 

elation of the Evangelieal Herald^ to awaken 
the lively Feeling which it breathes^ and to 
justify the line of conduct which it encourages^ 
are the End to which my present efforts are 
directed — the ultimate object of the present 
Address^ to which all the other points^ therein 
discussed^ are but introductory and preparative. 
^ Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters/ 
rt is the assurance of a Prophet^ and there- 
fore Surety itself to all who profess to receive 
him as such. It is a Command in the form of 
a Promise, which at once instructs us in our 
duty and forecloses every possible objection to 
its performance. It is at once our Guide and 
pur Koneerl — a Breeze fipom Heaven^ which 
at one and the same time determines our 
path^ impels us along it, and removes before- 
hand^ each overhanging cloud that might 
have conspired with our own dimne^ to 
bewilder or to dishearten us. Whatever 
our own Despondence miay whisper^ or the 
reputed Masters of Political Economy may 
have seemed to demonstrate^ neither by the 
fears and scruples of the one^ or by the con- 
fident affirmations of the other, dare we be 
deterred. They must both be false if the 
Prophet is true. We will still in the power 
of that faith which can hope even against 
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Jtope continue' la saw beside all waters : tot 
thwe is a Blessitag attached to it by GKhJ 
MfflSelfy ii& whose eye all consequences are 
pI'eseMt;^ on Whose will all consequences 
^pend; 

But I had^also an ad<fitional motive for the 
selec^n^ of tftis rerse. Easy to be remem- 
bered fmtt its Brkfiiess^ likely to be remem- 
bered^ from its beauty, and with not a single 
word in it which the malignant ingenuity of 
Inaction could pervert to the excitement of 
any dark or turbulent feeling, I chose it boih 
as the Text and Title of this Discourse, that 
it might be brought under the eye of many 
thousands who will know no more of the 
Discourse itself than what they read in the 
advertisements of it in our public papers. 

In point of fact it was another passage of 
Scripture, the words of another Prophet, that 
cOTginally occasioned this Address, by one of 
those accidental circumstances, that so often 
dbtennine the current of our Thoughts. From 
a- company among whom the distresses of 
the ^mes* and the disappointments of the 
publifc expectations had been agitated with 
more warmth than wisdom, 1 had retired to 
solitude and silent meditation. A Bible 
chatkoed to lie open on the table, my eyes 

p 
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were cast idly on the page for a few sec^nidsi 
till gradually as a mist clears away, the fol* 
lowing words became visible, and at once 
fixed my attention. ^ We looked for peace, 
but no good came ; for a time of health and 
bdiold trouble/— I turned to the beginning 
of the chapter : it was the eighth of the 
prophet Jeremiah, and having read it to ihe| 
^nd, I repeated aloud the verses which had 
become connected in my memory by their 
pertinency to, the conversation, to which I 
had been so lately attending: namely, the 
11th, 15th, 20th, and 22d. 

They have healed the hurl of the daughter 
qf my people slightly^ ^^ying Peace^ Peqce^ 
when there is no Peace. We looked for 
Peace ^ but no good came: for a time of 
healthy and behold y trouble I The harvest 
is pasty the summer is ended: and we are not 
saved. Is ffiere no balm in Gilead? Is 
there no physician? Why then is not the 
health of the daughter of my people recovered f 

These impassioned remonstrances, these 
heart-probing interrogatories, of the lamenting 
Prophet, do indeed anticipate a full, and alas! 
a too faithful statement of the case, to the 
public consideration of which we have all of 
late been so oft^n and so urgently invited, and 
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the inward though| of which our very coun- 
tenances betray^ as by a communion of alarm. 
In the bold painting of Scripture language, 
all faces gather blackness^ the Many at the 
supposed magnitude of the national embara^ 
ment, the Wise at the niore certain and &r 
more alarming evil of its moral accompani- 
ments* And they not <mly contain the state 
of the case, but suggest the most natural 
scheme and order of treating it. I avail my- 
self, therefore, of the passage as a part of my 
text, with the less scruple becau^ it will be 
found to supply of itself the requisite link of 
connection. The case itself, the plain fact 
admitted by men of all parties among us, is, 
as I have just observed, and as you will your- 
selves have felt at the first perusal of the 
words, described by anticipation in the inter- 
mediate verses ; yet with such historic preci- 
sion, so plain and so specifically as to render 
all comment needless, all application super- 
fluous. Peace has come without the advan- 
tages expected from Peace, and on the con- 
trary, with many of the severest inconve- 
niences usually attributable to War. ^ We 
looked for peace, but no good came : for a 
time of health and behold trouble. The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 
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we not saved/ The inference iheteS^m ^ef^^ 
tained in the precedii^ verse is vaav^ndabl^^ 
Wliere war has poduced no repentance, afti 
ibse cessation of war has hrought neitibier coq* 
oord or tranqnility, we may safely cry tilaiil 
witk the Prophet: ^They hav^e healed Hfe 
hmrt 4^ the daughter oS my people slightly^ 
saying peace^ peace^ when there is no peace/ 
The whde remaining SJui)J6ct therefore may 
be comprized in the ^ree queirtieiis implied 
in the last of the verses^ recited to you ; in 
three questions^ and in the answers to the 
same. Firsts who are they who have hi^l^erto 
inresciibed for the case, and are still tamp^^ 
ing mth it? What are tibeir qualific^tums? 
What has been their c<»iduct ? 8a[;ond^ 
What is the true ^eat and source of ike com* 
plaint^— the ultimate causes as well as ibe 
^hmmediaie oceasl<ms? And lastly, WhaJt ape 
^ appropriate medicines? Who and whiere 
are the true pfay^ians ? 

And firsflt th^ c^ those who have jbeen ever 
loud and fer^nost in their pretensions to a 
knowledge both <^ the dkeaae and the re^ 
medy. In a preceding part of the sauM 
chapter from which I extracted the line 
|Krefixed^ the Pro{^et Iseoah enumerates the 
oondltipns of a natiim's recovery from a stote 
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ei depvemom md perU^ aii6 mnong jtbcm 
eonditloii wbieh he desimkcB ui WMtdb tiurt 
i»ay be without any liMrcei €r oTierHfiefind 
itttei^reti^n uirfalded kiito;aii aanavvw to Ab 
present qciestioei. ^ A ^^Le person/ he teiis 
^ ^ mu^ no mone be called iifaenl^ nor tin^ 
dbarl be said to be houniialuL For the vile 
p^wm ^all 9pG9k yillainjr^ and his heart will 
work iniquity to practice hypocri^ and to 
utter ^ror agakist ilhe Lofd ; to maJbe empty 
the soul of tli^ needy^ and he will cause the 
drink of the thirsty to £ul. The instrammte 
tho of the churl are eril : he deviseth widoed 
devices to destroy the poor with lying worls^ 
ev&i whexk the needy speaketh ari^t* But 
THE Liberal deviseth liberal TaiMQS^ an9 

BT LIBERAL THINGS SHALL HE STAND.' (Isillh^ 

xxxii. S^ 6^ t^ 8.) 

Sudb are the political empirics miscldbrnu 
in proportion to their effrcmtery^ and i^^rant 
in [Nroporti^m to thdr presumption, the de- 
tection and expo^n^e of whose true chai- 
racters the ins{wed stateamaii and patmt 
represents as indispensable to the re*«stabliaii«- 
ment of the general welfiure^ while his own 
poHarait of these inapostors whom in a Iwmer 
jt^aptw (ix. IS. 16.) he calls^ ihe tail ^ 
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the Nation^ and in tke following rerse^ 1)b^ 
/ magogues ihai cause the people to err^ affords 
to the intelligent believer of all ages and 
countries tke means of detecting them^ and of 
undeceiving all whose own malignant passknis 
Jbiave not rendered them blind and deaf and 
brutish. For these noisy and calumnious 
zealots^ whom (with an especial reference 
indeed to the factious leaders of the populace 
who under this name exercised a tumultum*y 
despotism in Jerulsalem, at once a sign and 
a cause of its approaching downfall) St. Jdbin 
beheld in the Apocalyptic vision as a compound 
of Locust and Scorpion^ are not of one place 
or of one season. They are the perennials 
of history : and though they may disappear 
for a time^ they exist always in the egg and 
need only a distempered atmosphere and an 
accidental ferment to start up into life and 
activity. 

It is worth our while therefore^ or rather 
it is our duty, to examine with a mwe at- 
tentive eye this representative portrait drawn 
f(Hr us by an infallible master, and to dis- 
tinguish its component parts, each by itself, 
90 that we may combine without confosing 
them in our memory; till they blend at 
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length into one phy^ognomic exprc^sieii^' 
which whenever the counterpart is obtruded oa 
our notice in the sphere of our own experience, 
may be at once recognized^ and enable us to 
convince ourselves of the identity by a com- 
parison of feature with feature* 

The passage commences with a fact^ which 
to the inexperienced might well seem strange 
ftnd improbable ; but which being a truth 
nevertheless of our own knowledge^ is the more 
striking and charateristic. Worthless p^^sonft 
of little or no estimation for rank, learnings 
or integrity, not seldom profligates, with whom 
debauchery has outwrestled repacity^ easy 
because unprincipled and ^nerous because 
dishonest, are suddenly cried up as men c^ 
enlarged views and liberal sentiments^ our 
only genuine patriots and philanthropists : anil 
churls, that is, men of sullen t^npers and 
surly demeanor; men tyrannical in then* 
fieimilies, oppressive and troublesome to their 
dependents and neighbours^ and hard in their 
private dealings between man and man ; men 
who clench with one hand what they have 
gra&ped with the other ; these are extolled as 
public benefactors, the frieinls^ guar^ans^ 
and advocates of the poor ! Here and there 
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we nmif noti^ an individiial of hirih 

(Fop great estates enlarge not narrow minds) 

wMiy hcks been duped inio' the ranks of ineen^ 
diaries and mob-syeopliant» by an insane rest* 
lesmess^ and iiie wretched ambition of figuring 
a^ Ae ttftim of tiie minows. €h* we may find 
periki^ a profesi^cmal man <^ shewy acecmi*' 
pAyiments but of a vulgar taste^ and sh^ow 
aequiremenfe^ who in part fit>m vanity, and 
in part a» a means of introducti(m to practice, 
vHM seek notoriety by an eloquence well cal- 
cuki^^ ta^ set the multitude agape, and excite 
grut^ to overt-acts of sedition or treason 
which he may afterwards be fee'd to defend! 
These- however are but exceptions to the 
general rule. Such as the Prophet has de- 
scribed', such is the sort of men; and in 
point of historic ftw^t it has been firom men of 
this sort, thtd profaneness is gone forth into 
dllthe Ihnd. (Jeremiah, xxiii. 15.) 

In harmony with the general character of 
these* Mse prophets, are the particular qua- 
lities assigned to Ihem. First, a passion for 
vague and violent invective, an habitual and 
inveterate predilection for the language of 
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hate^ and ra^^ and contutaiely^ an ungovierned 
^pjJelite for abuse and defamation ! The vile 

WiLti *ALK VILLAINY. 

but the fotid flower ivill ripen into tite 
{Misotoiis berry, and th6 fruits oiF ilie hand 
follow the Uossbms <^ the slandet^ous lips. 
His heart will work iniquity. That is, 
he will plan evil, and do his utmost to carry 
his plans into execution. The guilt exists 
already ; and th^re wants nothing but poww 
and c^^rtunity to cotadense it into crime and 
overt-act. He that hateth his brother is a 
murderer! says St. John : and of many and 
various sorts are the brother-haters, in whom 
this truth nay be exemplified. Most appro- 
priately for otir purpose, t^iah has selected 
the fratricide of sedition, and with the eagle 
eye imd practised touch of an intuitive de- 
raonstratw he imfolds the composition of the 
diaract^, part by part^ in the secret history 
of the agent's wishes, designs and attempts, 
of his ways, his means, and his ends. The 
agent himself, the incendiary and his kindling 
combustibles, had been already sketched by 
Solomon, with the rapid yet faithM outline 
of a master in the art:/ The beginning of 
the wards (^ his moutii is foolishness and the 
end dfhis talk mischiewus madness/ Eccle- 

G 
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siastes^ x. 13. If in the spirit of Prophecy ^^ 
ilfe wise Ruler had be^n present to our own 
times^ and their procedures; if while he 
sojourned in the valley of vision he had 
actually heard the very harangues of our 
reigning demagogues to the convened populace ; 

* Solomon has himself informed us, that beyond 
wealth and conquest, and as of far greater importance to 
him, in his arduous office of King and Magistrate, be 
had sought through knowledge of wisdxym to lay hold on 
foUy : that is, by the study of Marty to arrive at a grounded 
knowledge of ilfen, and through a previous insight into 
the nature and conditions of Good to acquire by infer- 
ence a thorough comprehension of the Etril that arises 
from its deficiency or perversion. And truly in all 
points of 'prudence, public and private, we may accom- 
modate to the Royal Preacher his own words : (Eccle- 
siastes, ii. 12.) What can the man say that cometh after 
the King? Even that which hath been said already. 

In ^ preceding page we have interpreted the fifth 
trumpet in the Apocalypse, of the ZelotsB during ihe 
siege of Jerusalem : to the Romans therefore, and their 
Oriental Allies, we must refer the sounding of the sixth 
Angel, in this sublime and magnificent drama acted in 
Heaven, before the whole Host of Heaven, the personal 
Friend of the Incarnate God attending as the Repre- 
sentative *of Human Nature, and in her behalf looking 
and listening with fearful awe to the prophetic symbols 
of 'her destiny! But had I dared imitate the major part 
of the Commentators, and followed the fattums fires of 
Fancy, 4hat "shrewd sprite" ever busiest when in the 
^rvice of pre-eonceived partialities and antipathies, I 
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could he haTe more faithfully characterized 
either the speakers or the speeches ? Whether 
in spoken or in printed Addresses^ whether in 
periodical Journids or in yet cheaper imple- 
ments of irritation, the ends are the same^ the 
processisthesame^ and the same is their general 

might have sufficed my judgment to be seduced by the 
wonderful (apparent) aptness of the symbols, (many of 
them at least) and extended the application of the first 
eleven verses to the whole chapter, the former as treat- 
ing of the Demagogues exclusively, the latter as in- 
, eluding their infatuated followers likewise. For what 
ottier images, concorporated according to the rules of 
Hieroglyphic Syntax, could form more appropriate and 
significant exponents of a seditious and riotous multitude, 
with the mob-orators, their Heads or Leaders, than the 
thousands of pack-horses (jumenta aarcinaria) with 
heads resembling those of a roaring wild beast, with 
smoke, fire and brimstone (that is, empty, unintelligible, 
incendiary, calumnious, and ofTensively foul language) 
issuing from their mouths ? * For their power is in their 
Mouths and in their Tails ; and they have Heads^ and 
by means of them they do hurt/ 

The authenticity of this canonical Book rests on the 
firmest grounds, both of outward testimony and internal 
evidence. But it has been most strangely abused and 
perverted from the Millenarians of the primitive Church 
to the religious Politicians of our own times. My own 
conception of the Book is, that it narrates in the broad 
and inclusive form of the ancient Prophets (i. e. in the 
prophetic power of faith and moral insight irradiated by 
inspiration) the successive struggles and final triumph ol 
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MneflCcaodoct. (>adlocc»aow^bot«iwt4if«U 
and with a mocebqsding maligDity^ wh^iever 
any pidblic iklix» iocliim ike lower d«9p?8 
to tiirM^ioe^ pud r^idas th^n more apt to 
lie alieaaated firpm ^ gofyefam&aki ^ ify^ 
country — in all places and at evcty c^qpor^ 
tonity pleading to ihe Voar and Ignorant^ no 
w]i«e and at no tima are they foond actoally 
pleading Jar them. Ncnt is diis ihe wenL 
They even plead against them. Tes! Sy- 
cophants to the crowds enemies of the wdi^ 
vidnalsy and well-wishars only to ihe ccno- 
tinnance of their miseries^ they plead agauMi 
the poor and afflicted^ under the weak and 
wicked pretence^ that we are to do nothing 
of what we can^ heomse we cannot do all, 
that we would widi. Or if diis sophisby of 

Christianitj oyer the Paganism and Judaism of fiie ttk&i 
Roman Empire, tyipified in ihe Fall of Rom^, the de- 
struction of the Old and the (symbolical) descent of the 
New Jerusalem. Nor do I think its interpretation even 
in detail attended with any insuperable difficulties. 

It was once my intention to have tonslated the Apo- 
calypse into verse, as a Poem, holding a mid place 
between the Epic Narrative and the Choral Dr^^ma : and 
to have annexed a Commentary in Prose. An int^tion 
long and fondly cherished, but during many years de- 
ferred from an unfeigned sense of my deficiency ; and 
now there remains only the hope and the wish, or rAtfier 
a feeling between both ! 
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^ slot^ (^qphim^ piSP^i^ should ^ to ^^l^fids. 
the hpuji^ty pf the rich^ th^i^e is stitU tljn^ 
sophistry qf sk^dei^ in resf^rve to chiU the 
S^titudeofth^|kK»r« |f they cannot i&sua4& 
^&^ Idberal from devising lihev<d Udiigs^ they 
wi^ ^% l^M b]liacken tjby^ UKotives g| hi$ 
beneficecw^e. JS they o#pnQt close the \moA 
of dip ^vpr, ttey \i^iU »t l^ast eii(ibitter ^ 
g^ JSf^ the n^outi^ c;tf tbe receivers. Is it not 
as if th«y had said wii^in their heai^ts : the 
^crifice oSi charity has been off^ed indeed 
in despite of us ; hut with hitt^ herbs shdU it 
he eqien! (Expd. xii. 8.) X^iagined Wrongs 
shall n^e it distasteful. We will infuse 
vindictive and discontented fi^nci^ intQ minds^ 
^ready irritable a;nd suspidk>us from di^ess : 
tiU the fever of the heart shall coat thp tongue 
with galJi and spread wormwood on the 



However ajagrily oujr den^tgc^ues may 
d^laim ajl intentions of this kind^ such has 
been their procedure^ and it is susceptibte of 
no other interpretation. We all know^ that 
the shares must be scanty, where the di- 
vidend bears no proporticm to the number <^ 
the claii^ants. Yet He> who satisfied th^e 
multitu^ ii> the wilderness with n few loaves 
and fishes, is still present to his church. Small 
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as the portions are^ if they are both given 
and taken in the spirit of his commands^ a 
Bkssing will go with each ; and the: handful 
ef meal shall not fail^ until the day when 
ihe Lard bringeih back plenty on the land. 
But no Blessing can enter where Envy and 
Hatred are already in possession; and small 
good will the poor man have of the food pre- 
pared for him by his more favored Brother^ 
if he have been previously taught to regard 
it as a mess of pottage given to defraud him 
of his Birth*right. 

If then to promise medicine and to ad- 
minister poison ; if to flatter in order to 
deprave; if to aflfect love to all and shew 
pity to none ; if to exaggerate and misderive 
the distress of ihe labouring classes in order 
to make them turbulent^ and to discourage 
every plan for their relief in order to keep 
them so; if to skulk from private infamy in 
the mask of public spirit^ and make the 
flaming patriot privilege the gamester^ swindler 
or adulterer ; if to seek amnesty for a con- 
tinued violation of the laws of God by an 
equal pertinacity in outraging the laws of 
the land ; if these characterize the hypocrite^ 
we need not look far back or far round for 
&ces^ wherein to recognize the third striking 
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feature of this prophetic portrait! When 
therefore the verifying facts press upon us in 
real life; when we hear persons^ the tyranny 
of whose will is the only law in their families^ 
denouncing all law as tyranny in public — ^per- 
sons^ whose hatred of power in others is in exact 
proportion to their love of it for themselves ; 
when we behold men of sunk and irretrievable 
characters^ to whom no man would entrust 
his. wife^ his sister^ w his purse^ have the 
effironiory to propose that we should entrust 
to them our religion and our country ; when 
we meet with Patriots^ who aim at an enlarge- 
ment of the rights and liberties of the people 
by inflaming the populace to acts of madness 
that necessiate fetters— pretended heralds of 
fireedom and actual pioneers of military de* 
spotism ; we will call to mind the words of the 
prophet Isaiah^ and say to ourselves : this is no 
new thing under the Sun ! We have heard it 
with our own ears^ and it was declared to our 
fathers^ and in the old time before them^ that 
one of the main characteristics of demagogues 
in all ages is^ to practise hypocrisy, 

Such^ I assert^ has been the general lii^e 
of conduct pursued by the political Empirics 
of the day : and your own recent experience 
will attest the truth of the assertion. It 
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waj^ affir^fved likewise at the mme tiiiie> thiat 
as the cdirfuct, sttdbi wa* the prdcess : attd 
I will seek no other support <rf this chaiirge, 
I need no better test both of the men and 
their works^ then the plain question : is there 
<me good feelings to which they do — Is there 
a single bad passion^ to which they do tidt 
appeal ? K they are the enemies df liberty 
kl geiterki^ inasmuch ais they tend to m&ke 
it apl^ear iiicrtnpatible With public qiriet 
atld perianal safety, still mcft^e emphatically 
are thfey the enemies of the liberty of the 
PR£8S in particular; and therein bf all the 
truths human and divine which a free press 
is the most efficient and only commiei^ta-dte 
means of protecting, extending and pei^etutltt- 
ilig. The strolig^t, ind^eed the only plailsSfle, 
arguments against the education of the low^ 
classes, are derived fron* the writings of theiSe 
Incendiaries ; and if for our neglect Of th6 
light that hath been vouclisafed to us beyond 
measure, the land should be visited with a 
i^piritual dearth, it will have been in ho small 
degree occasioiied by the errcmeous and wicked 
principles which it is the trade of these men 
to propagate. Well therefore has the Pro^ 
phet tnade it the fourth mark of these mi^ 
li^aders of the multitude^ not alone to uttet 
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errop^ but to utter ekror against the 
Lord/ TO make Jempty the soul of the 
dUNGRT ! Alas ! it is a bard and a mournM 
things that the Press should be constrained to 
call out for the harsh curb of the law against 
the Press ! for how shall the Law predistin- 
guish the ominous screech owl from the 
sacred notes of Augury, from the auspicious 
and friendly birds of Warning ? And yet 
will we avoid this seeming injustice, ; we 
flnrow down all fence and bulwark of, public 
decency and public opinion. Already has 
political calumny joined hands with private 
dander, and every principle, eveiry feeling, 
that binds the citizen to his country,, the spirit 
to' its Creator, is in danger of being under- 
mined. — Not by reasoning, for 'from that 
there is no danger; but — ^by the mere habit 
of hearing them reviled and scoffed at with 
impunity. Were we to c<)ntemplate the evils 
of a rank and un weeded Press only in its 
effects on the manners of a people, and on 
the general tone of thought and conversation, 
the greater love we bore to literature, and^ to 
all the means and instruments of human im- 
provement, the more anxiously should we 
wish for some Ithuriel spear that might re- 
move from the ear of the ignorant and half- 

H 
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learned^ and expose in their own fiendiA 
diape^ those reptiles^ which inspiring venom 
and forging iUimans as they list^ 



ttience raise. 



At least distemper's discontented thoughts. 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires. 

Paradiss Lost. 

I feel^ my friends! that eren the strong 
and painAil interest which^ the peculiar state 
of the times^ and alnKist the occurrences 
<if the honr create^ can scarcely counter-' 
balance the wearisome aversion insfored by 
the deformity and palpableness of the subject 
itself^ As the plan originates in the malig- 
nant restliessnJBss of desperate ambiticm or 
desperate circumstimces^ so are its means and 
engines a drag-'net of Fraikl and Delusion. 
Tbe instruments also of the cburl are 
evil^ he deviseth wtcked devices with 
LYING WORDS. He employs a ccmipound 
poison^ of which the following are the main 
ingredients^ the proportions varying as the case 
requires or the wit c^ the poiscmer suggests. 
It will be enough rapidly to name and number 
tfa» components^ as in a catalogue. 1. Bold^ 
warm^ and earnest assertions^ it matters not 
whether supported by fitcts w no^ nay ^ though 
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they should inyolve absurditieg^ and d^ncm* 
$tnUe impomUlities : ex. gr. that the amoimt 
of the sinecure plaees ghren by the executive 
power would guffice to remove all distress 
fitHD the land. He is a bungler in the tnde, 
and has. been an indocile scholar of his dark 
master^ the father <tf Iks^ who cannot make 
an assertion pass for a fact with an ignorant 
niultitude. The natural g^wrosity of the 
human heart which makes it an efSoH to 
doubt; the confidence which appar^it courage 
inqnres; and the contagion of atmnal en* 
thusiasm; will ensure the belief. Even in 
large a^^semUies of men highly educated it 
is too oft^i sufficient to place impres»ve 
images in juxta^position : and the ccmstitutive 
fwms oi the mind itself aided by the power of 
habit will mj^y Ute rest. For we all ffhink 
hy causal connections. 2. Startling particular 
Facts^ which^ dissevered from tl^ir context 
liable a man to convey falsehood while he says 
truth. 3. Arguments built on passing ev^ts 
and deriving an mklue importance from the 
fioelingsof the moment. The mere a][^)eal,how- 
evw^ to the auditoi? whetiber the arguments are 
not such that none but an idept or an hireling 
oould refidst^ is an effective substitute for any 
aigumentatalL For mobs have no nsemories. 
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/tliey are in nearly the saine state as that of 
an individual when he makes (what is twmed) 
a Bull. The jpassicms^ like a fbsed metal^ 
fill up the wide interstices of thought^ and 
^pply the defective links: and thus iheom?* 
patible assertions are harmonized by the 
sensativn^ without the senae^ of connectioo* 
4. The display of defeqts without the acv 
companying advantages^ or vice versa. 5* 
Concealment of the general imd ultimate 
result behind the scenery of locU^ and par- 
ticular consequences. 6. Sitatementof ix)si<^ 
tions that are true only undw particular 
conditions^ to men whose igncnrance or ftiry 
make them forget that these conditions are 
not present^ or lead them to take fw granted 
that they are. 7. Chains of Questions^ espe- 
cially of such questions as the persons best 
authorized to propose are ever the slowest in 
proposing; and objections intelligible of them- 
selves^ the answers to which require ' the 
comprehension of a system. 8. Vagua and 
common-place Satyr^ stale as the wine in 
which iflies were drowned last summer, sea^ 
soned by the sly tale and important anecdote of 
but yesterday^ that came within the speaker's 
own knowledge ! 9. , Tranntions firom ■ the 
audacious charge^ not seldom of as sdgnal impu* 
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dence ^^ a» any lliiiig was 6ver ciiu*ted for/' to 
the lie pregnant and interpretative : the fortnef 
to prove ihe orator'^ courage^ and that he is 
neithier to be bought or frightened; the latter 
to flitter thi3 »gacity of the aud^nce^ 



*Ev Travovpylif. t£ koI ^paffei koI KofiaXiKevfjtatriy. 

10. Jerks of style^^ from "the lunatic trbpe^ 
the buffoonery and ^^ red-lattice phrases'' fi( 

the Canaglia^ Sico^ (ruoxcSaJv )3op)3opoi; re jToXuM 
jcai KaKiag ,Ka\ crvKQ^avriaiQ • the OUC in OStentati<HEI 

of superior rank and acquirements (for wheqe 
envy does not interfere^ man loves to lo€f]k 
up;^ the other in pledge of heartiness and 
good fellowship. 1 1 • Lastly^ and throughout 
all^ to leave a genei:i4 impression of . some^ 
thing striking^ something that is to come of My 
and to rely on the indolence of mens' undei^- 
standings and the activity of their passions for 
their resting in this state^ as the hrood-^wwniih 
fittest to hatch whatever serpents' egg oppor- 
tunity may enable the Deceiver to place 
under it. Let but mysterious expressions ^ be 

* Vide North's Examen, p. 20; and The Knights oC 
Aristophanes. A- version^ of > this coin6dy, abridged and 
modemizedi would be a most seasonable jMresent to the 
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idded by ngiiificant looks and Umts, and yoa 
may cajole an hot axid ignorant audience io^ 
lieM^e any thing by saying nothings and 
finally to act on the lie which they iheab^ 
selves have been drawn in to make* Thk is 
the Phannacopcea <^ political empirics^ here 
and eyerywhere^ now and at all times ! 
These are the drugs administered^ and the 
tripks played off by the Mountebanks and 
Zanies of Patriotism ; drugs that will continue 
to p<Hson as l<mg as Irreligion secures a pre- 
disposition to their influence; and artifices^ that 
iik^ stratagems in war^ are never the less 
isttccessful for having succeeded a hundred 
times before. ^^ They hend their tongues as 
n haw: they shoot out deceits as arrows: ^ley 
are prophets of (he deceit of (heir own hearts: 
'(hey cause the people to err by their dreemis 
and (heir lightness: they make the people 

Public. The words quoted aboTe from this Play and 
the Frogs, may be rendered freely in the order in which 
they occur : thus^ 

1. Thence he is illustriousy as a man of all waters, 
a bold fellow, and one who knows how to tickle the 
populace. 

2. Phrases on horse-back, curvetting and careering 

words. 

S. Scatt^ng tlttk and dirt, malice and sycophantic 
tales. 
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fxiM^ they feed ffiem wUh wormwood^ Aey 
ffwe them (he waUaref gaUfor drink; and Uie 
people love to have U so. And vchai u the 
end thereof? (Jerem. passim.) 

The Prophet answers §w me in ihe cim-' 
eluding words of the description — To destroy 

THE Poor even when the needy SPEAKETHt 

ARIGHT — that is^ to impel them to wis that 
must ^id in their ruin by in&unmatory 
fidsehoods and by working oa their pa8si<Nis 
tm they lead them to reject the prior con- 
victions of their ownMber and unsophistkated. 
understandings. As in idl the preceding 
features so in this^ with which the prophetic 
portrait is compleated, our own experim»e» 
supplies both proof imd example. The 
ultimate cairaes of the present distress awl 
stagnaticm we in the Writer's ojnnion complex^ 
and deeply seated ; but the immediate occasion 
is too obvious to be over-looked but by eyes at 
once red and dim through the intoxication 
of factious prejudice^ tibat maddening spirit 
which pre-eminently deserves the title oi 
vinumdaemonum applied by an ancient Father; 
of the Church to a far nunre innocent phrenzy^ 
It is demonstrable that taxes^ the product of 
which is circulated in the Country firom whidh 
they are raised^ can never injure a Country 



Digitized by 



Google 



< ^ ) 

directly by Jhe mere mnount ; but ei^er firom 
the time or circumstaiices under which they 
are raised^ orirom the injudicious mode in 
which they are levied, or from the improper 
objects to which they are applied. The Sim 
na»y draw up the moisture from the river, the 
morass, and the ocean, to be given back, in 
genml i showers to the garden, the pasture 
and the.ownfield; but it may likewise fwoe 
upward the . moisture from the fields of 
industry io drop it on the stagnant pool, the 
si^urated swamp, or ihe unprofitable sand^ 
wai^. The corruptions. of a system can be 
duly appreciated by :those. only who have 
€Oiri;emplated . the. system in that ideal state 
rf perfection exhibited. by the reascm: the 
nearest [)ossible approximation to which under 
existing ^circumstances it is . the business of 
the prudential understanding to realize. Those 
.on the other hand, who commence' the exa- 
mination of a system. by identifying it with 
its abuses or imperfec^icms, degrade their 
understanding ^ into the pander of their pas- 
sions^ and are sure to prescribe remedies more 
dangerous than the disease. Alas! there are so 
naany>real evils,, so maay just caiHies of com- 
plaint: in the; coietitutions and administration 
of all governments,, our own^.not excepted^ 
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that it becomes the imperious duty of the true 
patriot to prevent^ as much as in him* lies^ the 
feelii^ and efforts of his fellow country-men 
from losing themselves on a wrong scent. 

If then we are to master the Ideal of a bene- 
ficent and judicious system of Finance as the 
preliminary to all profitable insight into the 
defects of any particular system in actual 
existence^ we could not perhaps find an apter 
illustration than the gardens of southern 
Europe would supply. The tanks or re- 
servoirs would represent the capital <^ a 
. nation: while the hundred rills hourly varying 
their channels and directions^ under the gar* 
doner's spade^ would give a pleasing image of 
the dispersion of that capital through the whole 
population by the joint efiect of taxation and 
trade. For taxation itself is a part of com- 
merce^ and the Government may be fairiy 
considered as a great manufacturing-house^ 
carrying on in different places^ by means <^ 
its partners and overseers^ the trades of the 
ship-builder^ the clothier^ the iron-foimder^ 
<fec. <fec. As long as a balance is pre^rved 
between the receipts and the returns of Go* 
vernment in their amount^ quickness^ and 
4^ree of disperdon ; as long as the due {mn 
portion obtains in the sums levied to the mass 

I 
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m productiye eireulatioii^ so long does the 
wealth and drcumstantial proeqpeifity d ibt^ 
nation^ (its wealili^ I say^ not its real wel? 
figure ; its outward pro(S|>erity^ \mt not neciMh 
sarily its happiness) remaii} nnaflg^ted^ or 
rather they will appear to inereose in eom^^ 
quenoe of the additicnwl stimulus given to tib^ 
circnlatipn itself by the reproductive action, of 
all large capitals^ and through the ch<ecl^ 
which taxation^ in its own mtore^ giyes t(> 
ihe indoleiK^ of ihe weaq^lthy in ii» continual 
transfer of property to th^ industrious and 
^terpri^ng. If different periods be taj^eai^ 
and if the comparative weight of the taxe^ at 
eadi he calculated^ as it ought to be^ not by 
the sum levied an eadi individual^ but by the 
sum l^ in hig possessiony the settlement of 
the account will be in &vor of the national 
wealthy to the amount of all tiie additional 
productive labor sustained or excited by the 
taxes during the intervals between their efflux 
Wdd tiieir re-abwi^tion. 
. But on the other hand^ in a direct ratio to 
lliis increase will be the dis^aress produced hy 
the. distttribonce of this balqnce^ by the loss of 
tills iH!opwtion; and tiie i^ration o£ the 
duress will be at least equal to tiie^ tp^ 
amount of the difference beta^een the tax^ 
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sdU levied^ and the qu&Atuiii of aid withdrawn 
firotn individuals by the abandonment of otheMi^ 
and of that which the taxes^ that still r^ooi^^ 
have cc^Eised to give by the alt wed mode of theuf 
re^pemon. But to this we mtilst add the 
number of persons raised and reared ih con-- 
sequence <^ the demand created by the pr6-* 
<^eding state of thii^^ and now discharged 
from their occupations: whether the latter 
bdk^g exduSively to the Executive Power, 
as that of ^Idiers, Ac. or from those in which 
tb^ labdtA^rs for the nation in general arb 
ahreddy sufficiently num^ous. Both thede 
classes are thrown back on the Public, and 
seiil to a table where every seat is pre-occu- 
pied The employment lessens as the number 
cf naen td be employed is iilcre^tsed; and not 
mevefy in the same, but from additiwial causes 
mA froni the indii^ect consequences of those 
already stated, in a fi^ greater ratio. For it 
nlay easily happen, that the verjr sfcme 
dbange, which Had pr<^uted this depr^asiim 
at home,' ma jr from equivalent causes have 
etnbarraslsed the countries in commerdal 
connection with us. At okie and the sam6 
time the great custom^ at honse wauti 
1^, and 4hr custonvers abroad arb aide t<r 
boy less. Tlie conjoint action of thesje ciS 
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cumstances will furnish^ for a mind capable 
of combming them^ a sufficient solution of the 
melancholy fact. They cannot but occasion 
much distress^ much obstruction^ and these 
again in their re-action are sure to be more 
than doubled by the still greater and universal 
alarm^ and by the consequent check of con- 
fidence and enterprize^ which they never fail 
to produce. 

Now it is a notorious fact^ that these 
causes did all exist to a very extraordinary 
degree^ and that they all worked with united 
i^trength^ in the late sudden traiMtion from 
War to Peace. It was one among the many 
anomalies of the late War^ that it acted, after 
a few years^ as a universal stimulant. We al- 
most monopolized the commerce of the world. 
The high wages of our artisans and the high 
prices of agricultural produce intercirculated. 
Leases of no unusual length not seld<moi 
enabled the provident and thrifty farmer to 
purchase the estate he had rented. Eveiy 
where might be se^n roads^ rail-ways^ docks^ 
canals^ made^ makings and projected; vil- 
lages swelling into towns^ while the metro- 
polis surrounded itself, and became (as it 
were) set with new cities. Finally/ in spite 
of all the waste Mid havock of a /twenty 
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years' war^ the population of the empire vfm 
increased by more than two millions! The 
effi)rts and war-expenditure of the nation^ and 
the yearly revenue^ were augmented in the 
same proportion : and to all this we must add 
^ fact of the utmost importance in the pre- 
sent question^ that the war did not^ as was 
usually the case in former wars^ die away 
into a long expected peace by gradual ex- 
haustion and weariness on both sides^ but 
plunged to its conclusion by a concentration^ 
we might almost say^ by a spasm of enwgy^ 
and consequently by an anticipation of our 
resources. We conquered by compelling re- 
versionary power into alliance with our exist- 
ing and natural strength. The first intoxica- 
tion of triumph having passed over^ this cnir 
^^ agony of glory," was succeeded^ of course, 
by a general stiffiiess and relaxation. The 
antagonist passions came into play ; financial 
solicitude was blended with constitutional and 
political jealousies, and both, alas! were exa- 
cerbated by personal imprudences, the chief 
injury of which consisted in their own ten- 
dency to disgust and alienate the public feel- 
ing. And with all this, the financial errors 
and prejudices even of the more educated 
classes, in short, the general want or imper- 
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hcUcfn of clear views i^ a soietitific iiu^ht 
into the tri^ eflfects and influences of Tajw- 
tion^ and the mode of its operation^ became 
now a real misfortune, and opened an addi- 
tional source of temporary embarraasm^il 
Retrenchment could no longer ph>ceed by 
cautious imd calculated steps; but was cdoEH 
pdled to hurry forward, like one who cro»- 
ing the sands at too late an hour finds himsdf 
thi^tened by the inrush of the tide. Never- 
ihelesB^ it was a truth susceptible of little le» 
than mathematical demonstration, that the 
more, and the more suddenly, the Rerenue 
was diminished by the abandonment of the 
wab-taxes, the greatek* would be the cSsturb- 
ttooe <tf the Balance^ t so that the ^i^cdU 
toralist, the miomufacturer, or the trttdesmaii; 

* The disturbaHce of this balance may be illustrated 
thus : — Suppose a great Capitalist to have founded, in a 
large market-town, a factory that gradually increasing 
^tnployed at length froi^ five to six huiidred workmen ; 
and that he had likewisie d Second factorjr at a distance 
from the former (in the lAe of Man, for instance) 
employing half that number, all of the latter having 
been drafted from and still belonging to the first Parish. 
After some years we may further suppose; tlmt a large^ 
p^portionof ihe housekeepers and tradespeople might 
have a running account with the Capitalist, many with 
him, as being tiieir landlord, and still more for their 
stock. The workmen would in like manner be for the 
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diaries) who during the war haying paid as 
Fiye hsA Fifteen l^ft behind^ woudd shorfly 

greater part on the books of the tradesfolks. As long 
as this state of things continued, all would go on well — 
hay, the town would be more prosperous with every 
increase of the factory. The balance is preserved. 
The circulations counterpoise eaclj o]t)^er, qi ratl^er Hhej^ 
are neutralized by interfluence. But spme sudden eyeiit 
leads or compels the Capitalist to put down both factories 
at once and with little or no warning ; and to call in 
all the moneys owing to him, and which by law had the 
preference to ail other debts. — What would be the con- 
/^qqence? The workmen are no lop^er employed, and 
cannot at once pay up their arrears to the tradesmen ; and 
though the Capitalist should furnish the latter with goods 
at half price, and make the same abatement in their 
>^At» tbe^e deductions would afford little present relief: 
while in the meantime the discharged workmen from tt^ 
distant factory would fall back on the Parish, and 
increase the general distress. The balance is di^ 
TURBED. — Put the Country at large for the parishioners, 
and the Government in all departments of expenditure 
for the Capitalist and his fEictories : apd nearly such is th^ 
situation in which we are placed by the transition ffon^ 
the late War to the j^resent Peace. But the difference is 
this. ^ The Town may never recover its temporary 
prosperity, and the Capitalist may spend his remaining 
fortune in another county; but a i^ati^:^, of yrhicb the 
Government is an organic part with perfect inter-v 
dependence of interests, can never remain in a state of 
depression thus produced, but by its own fault : that is, 
from moral causes. 
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have 1^ than Ten after baying paid bot 
Two and a Half. 

Bat tbere is yet another circumstance^ 
which we dare not pass by unnoticed. In 
the best of times — or what the world calls 
such — the spirit of conunerce will occasion 
great fluctuations^ some falling while others 
rise^ and therefwe in all times there will be 
a large sum of individual distress. Trades 
likewise have their seasons^ and at all times 
there is a very considerable number of 
artificers who are not en^ployed on the 
average more than seven or eight months in 
the year : and the distress from this cause is 
great or small in proportion to the greater or 
less degree of dissipation and improvidence 
prevailing among them. Bnt besides this^ 
that artificial life and vigor of Trade and 
Agriculture^ which was produced or occa- 
sioned by the direct or indirect influences of 
the late War^ proved by no means innoxious 
in its effects. Habit and the familiarity with 
outward advantages^ which takes off their 
dazzle; sense of character; and above all^ the 
counterpoise of intellectual pursuits and re- 
sources ; are all necessary preventives and an- 
tidotes to the dangerous properties of wealth 
and power vrith the great majority of mankind. 
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It is a painful subject : and I leave to your own 
experience and recollection the assemblage oi 
foUy^ presumption^ and extravagance, that 
followed in the procession of our late unprece- 
dented prosperity; the blind practices and 
blinding passions of speculation in the com- 
mercial world, with the shoal of ostentatious 
foolmes and sensual vices which the sudden 
influx of wealth let in on our farmers and 
yeomanry. Now though the whole mass of 
calamity consequent on these aberraticms 
from prudence should in all fairness be attri- 
buted to the sufferer's own conduct ; yet when 
there supervenes some one common cause or 
occasion of distress whidi pressing hard on 
many furnishes a pretext to all, this too will 
pa^ muster among ita actual ^ffeoU^ and 
assume the semblance and dignity of national 
calamity. Each unfortunate individual shares 
during the hard times in the immunities of 
a privileged order, as the most tottering and 
ruinous houses equally with those in best 
repair are included in the same brief after 
an extensive fire* The change of the moon 
will not produce a change of weather, except 
in places where the atmosphere has from 
local and particular causes been predisposed 
to its influence* But the former is one, placed 

K 
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aloft and conspicuous to all men ; the latter 
are many and intricate^ and known to few. 
Of course it is the moon that must bear the 
entire blame of wet summers and scanty crops. 
All these^ however^ whether they are dis- 
tresses common to all times alike^ or though 
occasioned by the general revolution and stag- 
nation^) yet really caused by personal impro- 
vidence or misconduct^ combine with its pe- 
culiar and inevitable efiects in making the 
cup overflow. The latter class especially^ as 
being in such cases always the most clamor- 
ous suflTerers^ increase the evil by swelling the 
alarm. 

The principal part of the jwreceding expli- 
caticm^ the main causes of the present eidgen- 
cies are so obvious^ and lay so open to the 
common sense of mankind^ that the labouring 
classes saw the connection of the change in 
the times with the suddenness of the peace, 
as clearly as their superiors, and being less 
heated with speculatbn, were in the first 
instance less surprized at the results. To a 
public event of universal concern there will 
often be more attributed than belongs to it ; 
but never in the natural course of human 
feelings will there be less. That the depres- 
sion began with the Peace would have been 
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<rf itself a safficient proof with the Many^ 
that it arose from the Peace. But this opi- 
nion suited ill with the purposes of sedition. 
The truths that could not be precluded^ must 
be removed ; and ^^ when the needy speaketh 
arighV^ the more urgent occasion is there for 
the '^ wicked device^^ and the ^^ lying wards.^^ 
Where distress is felt^ tales of wrong and 
oppression are readily believed, to the suf- 
ferer's own disquiet* Rage and Revenge make 
the cheek pale and the hand tremble, worse 
than even want itself : and the cup of sorrow 
overflows by being held unsteadily. On the 
other hand nothing calms the mind in the 
hour of iHtterness so efficaciously as the ccm- 
viction that it was not within the means of 
those above us, or around us, to have pre- 
vented it. An influence, mightier than fasci- 
nation, dwells in the stern eye of Necesaty, 
when it is fixed* steadily on a man : for toge- 
ther with the power of resistance it takes 
away its agitations likewise. This is one 
mercy that always accompanies the visitations 
of the Almighty when they are received m 
such. If therefcMre the suflTerings of the lower 
classes are to supply air and fiiel to their 
passdons, and are to be perverted into instru- 
ments of mischief, they must be attributed to 
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caines that can be represented as removeable; 
either to individuak who had been previoMy 
rendered unpopular^ or to whole clafises of 
men> according as the immediate object of 
their seducers may require. What, th(Nigfa 
nothing should be more remote from the true 
cai^e? What though the invidious charge 
should be not only without proof, but in the 
face of strong proof to the contrary ? What 
though the pretended remedy should have no 
possible end but that of exasperating the dis- 
ease ? All will be of little or no avails if tibese 
truths have not been administered beforehand. 
When the wrath is gone Jhrih^ the plague is 
already begun: (Numbers, xvi. 46.) Wrath 
is crnely and where is there a deafriess like 
Hiat of an outrageous multitude? Far as the 
matter of tlie fire is^ so ithumeth. Let the 
demagogue but succeed in maddening the 
crowd, he may bid defiance to demonstration^ 
and direct the madness against whom it 
pleaseth him. A slanderous tongue lias dis^ 
quieted many^ and driven them from nation to 
nation ; strong cities hath it pulled down and 
overthrown the houses of great m£n. (Eccle- 
idasticus^ xxviii. 14.) 

We see in every promiscuous public meet- 
ing the effect produced by the bold assertion 
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that Hie present hardships of all classes are 
owing to the number and amount of Pensions 
and SiNE>cuR£s. Yet from the unprecedented 
zeal and activity in the education^ of the 

* With all due humility we contended that the war 
in question had likewise its golden aide. The anomalous 
occasions and stupendous events of the contest had roused 
us, like the blast of a trumpet from the clouds ; and as 
many as were capable of thinking were roused to thought 
It had forced on the higher and middle classes— say 
rather on the people at large, as distinguished from ^e 
mere populace — ^the home truth, Uiat national honesty 
and individual safety, private morals and public security, 
mutually grounded each other, that they were twined at 
the very root, and could not grow or thrive but in inter- 
twine: and we of Great Britain had acquired this in- 
struction without the ^tupifying influences of terror or 
actual calamity. Yet that it had operated practically, 
and in a scale proportional to the magnitude of the oc- 
casion, the late and present condition of manners and 
intellect among the young men at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, the manly sobriety of demeanor, the submission 
to the routine of study in almost all, and the zeal in the 
pursuit of knowledg,e and academic distinction in a large 
and increasing number, afford a cheering testimony to 
such as were familiar with the state of the two Univer- 
sities forty, or even thirty years ago, with the moral con- 
trast which they presented, at the cjose of the last, and 
during the former half of the present reign ; while a proof 
of still greater-power, and open to the observation of all 
men, is supplied by the predominent anxiety concerning 
the education and principles of their children in all the 
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poor^ of the thousands that are inflamed by^ 
and therefore give credit to^ these statements^ 
there are few without a child at hcnne^ who 
could prove their impossdbility by the first 
and simplest rules of arithmetic ; there is not 

respectable classes of the community, and the unex* 
ampled sale, in consequence, of the very numerous large 
and small volumes composed or compiled for the use of 
parents. Nor here did the salutary influence stop. We 
had been compelled to know and feel that the times in 
which we had to act or sufiTer were the saturnalia of 
revolution ; and fearful evidence had been given us at 
the cost of our unfortunate neighbours, that a vicious 
and ignorant population was a- magazine of combustibles 
left roofless, while madmen and incendiaries were letting 
ofT their new invented blue lights and fire-rockets in 
every direction. The wish sprang up and spread 
throughout England that every Englishman should be 
able to read his Bible, and have a Bible of his own to 
read. The general wish organized itself into act and 
plan : a discovery, the living educt of one great man's 
genius and benevolence, rendered the execution practi- 
cable and even easy; and the god-like idea began and is 
proceeding to realize itself with a rapidity yet stedfast- 
ness which nothing could make possible or credible but 
such a conviction effected by an experience so strange 
and awful, and acting on that volunteer spirit, that in- 
stinct of fervid yet orderly co-operation, which most of 
all our honourable characteristics distinguishes, secures, 
enriches, strengthens and elevates the people of Great 
Britain. [From an Essay by the Author^ ptiblished in 
the Courier, July, 1816.] 
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one, perhaps^ who taken by himself and in a 
cooler mood^ would stand out against the 
simple question : whether it was not folly to 
suppose that the lowness of his wages^ or his 
want of employment could be occasioned by 
the circumstance^ that a sum (the whole of 
which^ as far as it is raised by taxation^ cannot 
take a yearly penny from him) was dispersed 
and returned into the general circulation by An- 
nuitants of the Treasury instead of Annuitants 
of the Bank«^ by John instead of Peter : how- 
ever blameable the regulation might be in 
other respects? What then? the hypothesis 
allows of a continual reference to persons^ 
and to all the unea^ and malignant passions 
which personalities are of all means the best 
fitted to awaken. The grief itself^ however 
grinding it may be^ is of no avail to this end ; 
it must first be converted into a grievance. 
Were the audience composed chiefly of the 
lower Farmers and the Peasantry^ the same 
circumstance would for the same reason have 
been attributed wholly to the Clergy and the 
system of Tythes ; as if the com would be 
more plentiful if the Farmers paid their whole 
rent to one man^ instead of paying nine parts ' 
to the Landlords and the tenth to the Tythe- 
ownersl But let tibie meeting be composed of 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 42 ) 

the ManufaM^turiiig Pow^ and tiien it is the 
Machinery of their Employers that is A^ 
voted to destmction : though it would oat 
exceed the truth if I ^SurmeA^ that to the use 
and perfectimi of this very Machinery the 
mi^mity of the poor deluded destroyers owe 
thdr very existence^ owe to it that they ever 
beheld the light of heaven ! 

Even so it is vnlk the Ci^italists and^m'e- 
keepers^ who by i^fNreading the deamess <^ 
provi^onsover a larger space and time |»eveni 
scarcity firom becomii^ real famine^ the fioght^ 
M lot at certain and not distant intervals 
of our less commercial forefathers. These 
men by the m^re instinct of self-interest are 
not alone birds of wamii^^ that prev^it waste; 
but as the raven of Elijah^ they lH*ing supj^^ 
firom afar. But let the incendiary ^irit have 
rendered them birds of ill omen : and it is 
well if the deluded Malcontents can be re- 
strained firom levelling at them nilssiles mcNre 
alarming than the curse of the unwise that 
alighteth not. There be three (kings (says 
the wise son of Surach) that mine heart feareth^ 
the slander of a city^ the gathering together 
of an unruly multitude y and a false accusation: 
all these are worse than death. But all these 
are the Arena^ and the chosen weapons dt 
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Idfemagcgoesk Wreidicis! they wo»ld withoirt 
remorse detract the hope that is the suUiming 
and expandiiig warmth of puMSc credit^ 
destroy tibe public credit that is the vital air 
<tf national imhisiry, convert obstructioti into 
stagnation^ and make grass grow in the 
exchange and the market^ace; ifspihey 
teight but goad i^cM^nce into riot^ wad 
iwaticiMn into r^>ellion ! Hiey would snatch 
Uie last nuNTsel &om the poor man's lips to 
make him curse Ute Gov^nment in his heart — 
alas ! to Ml at lengthy either ignominiooidy 
b^ieath the strength of the outraged Law^ at 
(ii Grod in his anger^ and iot ihe punishment 
of general dej[H*avity should require a severer 
ind more extensive retributi<m) to perish «till 
more lamentably among the victims^ of i^ 

Thus ih^i^ I have answered at large to 
the first of the three questi<»s pr<^)osed an 
the beads and divi^ons of this Address. I 
am well aware that our demagogues are not 
the only em{»rics who have tampered with 
the case. But I felt unwilling to put the 
mktakes*of sciolism^ or ei^en those of vanity 
and self-interest^ in the same section witl| 
crime and guilt. What is omitted here will 
find its place elsewhere; Ihe mwe readily^ 

L 
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that having been tempted by the foulness of 
the ways to turn for a short space out of my 
direct path^ I have encroached already on the 
seccmd question; that^ namely^ which respects 
the ultimate causes and immediate occasions 
of the complaint. 

The latter part of this problem I appear to 
myself to have solved fully and satisfactorily. 
To those who deem any further or deeper 
research sup^fluous^ I must content myself 
with observing^ that I have never heard it 
^ denied, that there is more than a sufficiency 
of food in existence. I have, at lefeist, met 
vdth no proof, that there is, or has been any 
scarcity, either in the materials of all neces- 
sary comforts, or any lack of strength, skill 
and industry to prepare them. If we saw a 
man in health pining at a full table because 
there was not ^ the savory meat there which 
he loved,' and had expected, the wanton 
delay or negligence of the messenger would 
be a compleat answer to our enquiries after 
the occasion of this sullenness or inappetence; 
but the came of it we should be tempted to 
seek in the man's own undisciplinecf temper, 
or habits of self-indulgence. So far from 
agreeing therefore with those who find the 
causes in the occasions, I think th^ half of 
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the question already solved of Very unequid 
importance with that which yet remains foi? 
solution. 

The immediate occasions of the existing 
distress may be correctly given with no 
^eater difficulty than would attend any other 
series of known historic facts ; but toward the 
discovery of its true seat and sources^ I can 
but offer a humble contribution. They ap- 
pear to me^ however^ resolvable into the 
Overbalance* of the Commercial Spi&it \ 
in consequence of the absence or weak- 
NESS OF THE COUNTER-WEIGHTS J this OVC^- 

• I entreat attention to the Word, over-balance. My 
opinions would be greatly misinterpreted if I were sup- 
posed to think hostilely of the spirit of commerce to 
which I attribute the largest proportion of our actual 
freedom (i. e. as Englishmen^ and not merely as Land- 
owners^ and at least as large a share of our virtues as 
of our vices. Still more anxiously would I guard against 
the suspicion of a design to inculpate any number 
or class of individuals. It is not in the power of a 
minister or of la cabinet to say to the current of national 
tendency, stay here ! or flow there ! The excess can 
oniy be remedied by the slow progress of intellect, thd 
influences of religion, and irresistible events guidied by 
Providence. In the points even, which I have presumed 
to blame, by the word Government I intend all the di- 
rectors of political power, that is, the great estates 
of the Realm, temporal and spiritual, and not only the 
Parliament, but all the elements of Parliament. 

l2 
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balance consideredl as displaying itielf^ I. la 
the Commercial World itself: 2. In the 
Agricultural: 3. In the Goyemment: and^ 
i. In the comlnned Influence of all three on 
the more numerous and labouring Classes. 

Of the natural counter-forces to the im* 
|>etus of ^rade the firsts tibat presents itself to 
my mind^ is the ancient feeling of rank and 
ancestry^ compared with our present self-' 
€om{dacent triumph over these supposed pre* 
judices. Not that titles and the rights of pre* 
eedence are pursued by us with less eagerness 
ttan by our FordTathers. The ccmtrary is the 
case ; and for this very cause^ because they in* 
qpire less revwence. In the old times they were 
valoed by the possessors and revered by the 
people as distincticms of Nature^ which the 
crown itself could only ornament^ but not give^ 
liike Uie stars in Heaven^ their influence was 
wider and more general^ because for the mass 
«f mankkid there was no hope of reachmg^ 
.and therefore no desire to appropriate^ them. 
That many evils as well as advantages ao- 
eompanied this state of things I am well 
awafe: and likewise that many of the latter 
have become incompatible with &r more im- 
portimt blessings. It would therefore be 
ttckly affectation to susp^d the thankfulness^ 
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diK for our iuunmiity firooi the one in «a idle 
r^et for the leas of the other. But however 
true this may be^ and whether the good <ur 
tlie evil preponderated^ gtiU it acted as a 
ocmnterpdse to the grosser imperstition for 
wealth. Of the efficiency of this counter-^ 
influence we can oflBir n^^atire proof only: 
luid for this we need c»dy look hack on Hie 
dqdorable state of Holland in respect of 
patriotism and public spirit at and befwe the 
CMfHneiicement oi the Freikch revolution. 

The limits and [proportions €i this address 
allow little more than a bare reference to 
this point. The same restraint I must imp- 
pose <m myself in the following. Fcnr under 
this head I include the general m^l^et ot 
all the austerer studies ; the long and <MaainoiK» 
eclq)se of Philosoidiy ; the usurpation of that 
▼enable name by physical and psychological 
^Empiricism ; and the non-existence aS a 
learned and [^osophic Public^ which hi 
pwhaps the only innoxious fwm of an im* 
perium in imperio^ but at the same time 
the <mly form which is not directly or 
indirectly encouraged. So great a risk da 
I incur of malignant interpretation^ and tl^ 
assertion i^lf Is so likely to appear para-', 
dbxical even to men of candid minds^ that I 
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s&ottld have pas^ over this pointy most im- 
portant as I know it to he ; bat that it will 
be found stated more at large^ with all its 
proofs^ in a work on the point of publication. 
The fact is ^mply this. We have — Laversy 
shall I entitle them ? Or must I not rather 
hazard the introduction of their own phrases^ 
and ^j^ Amateurs wDillettanti^ as Musicians^ 
Botanists^ Florists^ Mineralogists^ and Anti- 
quarians. Nor is it denied that these ar^ 
ingenuous pursuits^ and such as becom<3 meri 
of rank and fwtune. Neither in these or in 
any other points do I complain of any excess 
in the pursuits themselves ; but of that which 
arises from the deficiency of the counterpoise. 
The effect is the same. Every work, which 
can be made use of either to immediate 
profit or immediate pleasure, every work 
which falls in with the deare of acquiring 
wealth "suddenly, or which can gratify the 
senses, or pamper the still more degrading 
appetite for scandal and personal defamation,^ 
is sure of an appropriate circulation; But 
ireither Philosophy w Theology in ttuef 
strictest sense of the words, can be said to 
have even a public existence among us. t 
feel assured, that if Plato himself were ix> 
retwn and renew his sublime lucubrations in 
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the metropolis of Great Britain^ a handi- 
craftsman , from a laboratory^ who had just 
succeeded in disoxydating on Earthy would 
be thought far the more respectable^ nay, 
the more illustrious person of the two. 
Nor will it be the least drawback from his 
honors, that he had never even asked himself, 
what law of universal Being Nature uttered 
in this phaenomenon : while the character of 
a visionary would be the sole remuneration of 
the man, who from the insight into that law 
had previously demonstrated the necessity of 
the fact. As to that which passes with us 
under the name of metaphysics, philosophic 
elements, and the like, I refer every man 
of reflection to the contrast between the 
present times and those shortly after the re- 
storation of ancient literature. In the latter 
we find the greatest men of the age. Statesmen, 
Warriors^ Monarchs, Architects, in closest 
intercourse mth philosophy. I need only 
mention the names of Lorenzo the magnificent; 
Picus, Count Mirandula, Ficinus and Politian; 
the abstruse subjects of their discusidon, and 
the importance attached to them, as the 
requisite qualifications of men placed by Pro- 
vidence as guides and governors of their fellow- 
creatures. If this be undeiuable, equally no-. 
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tdHous 18 it iiutt at present tke more effiscthr^ 
i maXk^B talents are^ and the more likely he is to 
he iiaeM and distinguished in the highest 
dtoatiims of piriilic life^ ilie earlier does he 
shew his aversioo to the metaphysics and the 
hooks of noietaphyncal i^iecolation^ which are 
l^bioed before himt thongh Aey come widi 
Hxe reoommendationof bcuig so many triampha 
of modem good sense owet the schools of 
andent philoM^y. Detnte^ Pe<iw*di^ Spen* 
oer^ "Sir Philip ^ney, Algernon Sidney^ 
Milton and Barrow were Platcras^ Bat ail 
Ihe men of genius^ with whom it has been 
my forlmie to conrerse^ either profess to 
know nothing of the present systems^ w to 
deaqpise them. It would be equally unjust 
and irrational to sedk the solution of this dif- 
ferenee in the men; and if m>t^ it can be 
finnd only in the philosophic systems tiienw 
j^Tes. And so in truth it is. The hieing 
of form« ages conMwmedgladBly with a life- 
braaihing philosophy. Th^ Livimg of the 
present age wisely leave the dead to take 
care of the dbad. 

But whatever the causes may be, ^^ result 
is before our eyes. An e»;ess in our atta^- 
ment to temporal and.p^^smal objects can 
be comrteracted only by a pe-occupation 
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of the intellect and the affections with pei^ 
manent^ universal^ and eternal truths. Let 
no man enter, said Plato, who has not previ- 
ously disciplined his mind by Geometry. He 
considered this science as the first purification 
of the soul, by abstracting the attention from 
the accidents of the senses. We too teach 
Geometry ; but that there may be no danger 
of the pupil's, becoming too abstract in his 
conceptions, it has been not only proposed, 
but the proposal has been adopted, that it 
should be taught hj wooden diagriEtms! It 
pains me to remember with what applause a 
work, that placed the inductions of modern 
Chemistry in the same rank with the demon- 
strations of Mathematical Science, was receiv- 
ed even in a mathematical University. I nmst 
not permit myself to say more on this subject^ 
desirous as I am of shewitig the iolpcnrtance 
of a philosophic class, and of evincing that it 
is of vital utility, and even an essential ele- 
ment in the composition of a civilized com- 
munity. It mu^t wiffice, that it has been 
explained in what respect the pursuit of Truth 
for its own sake, and the reverence yielded* to 
its professors, has a tendency to calm or coun- 
tera<^t the purj^it of wealth ; and that there- 

M 
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fore a counterforce is wanting whweVer Phi^ 
losophy is degraded in the estimation of 
society. What are you (a philosopher was 
once asked) in consequence of your admira* 
tion of the^ abstruse speculations? He an- 
swered: What I am^ it does not becmne me 
to say ; but what thousands are^ who despise 
them^ and even pride themselves on their 
ignorance^ I see — and tremble ! 

There is a third influence^ alternately our 
spur and our curb, without which all the pur- 
suits and desires of man must either exceed ot 
fall shwt of their just measure. Need I addy 
that I mean the influence of Religion ? I 
speak of that sincere, that entire interest, m 
the undivided faith <^ Christ which demands 
the firsf-fruits of the whole man, his aflfections^ 
no less than his outward acts, his understand- 
iqg equally with his feelings. For be assured, 
never yet did there exist a full faith in the 
divine Word, (by whom not Inunortality 
alone, but Light and Immwtality were 
broi^ht into the world) which did not expand 
&e mtellect while it purified the heart; which 
did not multiply the aims and objects of the 
mind, while it fixed and simplified those- e€ 
the desires and passions. If acquiescence withr-^ 
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oQt insight; if warmtii without light ; if an 
immuAity ffom doubt given and guaranteed by 
a resolute ignorance ; if the habit of taking {m 
granted the words of a catechism^ remembered 
or forgotten ; if a sensation of positweness sub- 
stituted — I will not say^ few certainty; but — 
for that calm assiu*ance^ the very means and 
conditicms of which it supersiedes; if a belief 
that seeks the darkness^ and yet strikes no 
root^ immovable as the limpet firon^ its rock^ 
and like the limpet fixed there by mere fwce 
of adhesion ; if these suffice to make us Chris* 
tians^ in what intelligible sense could our 
Jjord have announced it as ihe height and 
oonsummaticm of the signs and miraclea which 
attested his Divinity^ that the Go^l was 
jNreached to the Poor? In what sense could 
the Apostle affirm^ Aat Believers have re*- 
ceived^ not incfeed the wisdom of this wwld 
that comes to iMught^ but the wisdom of God^ 
that we might know aiui comprehend the 
things that are feeely given to us of God? 
or that every Christian^ in proporticm as he 
is indeed a Christian^ has received the Spirit 
iHMi^earekeih all things^ ye» the deep things 
of God himself? — on what grounds could the 
Apostle denounce even the Queerest fervor of 
spirit as defective, where it does not bring 
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forth firaits in the Understanding ? * Or 
again: if to believe were enough^ why wre 
we commanded by another Apocrtle^ that^ 
^^ beddes this^ ^^^^ing all diligence we should 
add to our faith manly energy and to manly 
energy knowledge !^^ Is it not espedally 
significant^ that in the divine oeconon^^ as 
revealed to us in the New Testament^ the 
peculiar office of Redemption is attributed to 
the WoiiD^ that is^ to the inteUigential wis- 
dom which from all eternity is witii 6od^ 
and is God? that in him is life^ and the life is 
the light of men ? 

In the present day we hear much^ and 
from men of various creeds^ of the plain^ 
nesa and simplicity of the Christian religion: 
and a strange abuse has been made of these 
words^ often indeed with no ill intention^ but 
still oftener by men who would fiettn trans- 
form the necessity of believing in Christ 
into a reconunendation to believe him. The 
advocates of the latter scheme grew out xff 
a sect that were called Socinians, but having 
succeeded in disbelieving far beyond the last 
foot-marks of the Socini> have diosen to de- 

* Brethren! be not children in understanding: how- 
beit, in malice be ye children, but in understanding be 
men. 
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signate themselves by the name of UnitartaM. 
But this is a word^ which in its proper sense^ 
dm belong only to their antagonists : fm tJnity , 
m Unition^ and indistinguishable TJnicUy or 
Oneness^ are incompatible terms: while^ in the 
exclusive sense in which they mean the name to 
be understood^ it is a presumptuous boast^ and 
an uncharitable calumny. Their true designa-* 
tion, which simply expresses a fact admitted 
on all sides^ would be that of PsilanthropisUy 
or assertors of the mere humanity of Christ. 
It is the interest of these men to speak of the 
Christian religion as comprized ii^ a few plain 
doctrines^ and containing nothing not intelli- 
gible^ at the first hearings to men of the 
narrowest capacities. Well then^ (it might 
be replied) we are disposed to place a full 

* New things justify new terms. Novis in rebus licet 
nova nobis verba confingere. — We never speak of the 
unity of Attraction, or of the unity of Repulsion ; but 
of the unity of Attraction and Repulsion in each one 
corpuscle. The essential diversity of the ideas, uni^ 
and sameness, was among the elementary principles of 
the old Logicians ; and the sophisms grounded on the 
confusion of these terms have been ably exposed by 
Leibnitz, in his Critique on Wissowatius, the acutest, 
perhaps, of all the learned Socinian divines, when 
Spcinian divines were undeniably men of learning. 
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reliance on the veradty <^ Hie great Foond^r 
of the Christian Religion^ aiul likewise-T— 
which is more ikuin you yourselves are on all 
oecttdiHis willing to admit-^-on the accuracy 
and competence of the Writers^ who first re» 
cwded his acts «id sayings. We have learned 
firmn yon^ wham^ — and we now wish to hear 
frem joor—what we are to belieye. The an* 
swer is : — ^the actual occurrence of an extrar 
itNrdinary events as recorded by the Uographws 
of Jesus^ in ccmfirmation of doctrines^ without 
the previous belidT of which^ no man wcmld^ 
or rather^ according to St. Paul's declaration^ 
covld become a convert to Christianity ; Jdoe* 
tdbes^ which it is certain^ that Christ's im^ 
mtSmte disciples believed^ not less ccnfic^tly 
before they had acknowledged his missiim^ 
than they did afterwards. Religion and poli- 
tics^ they tell us^ require but the application 
of a common sense^ which every man pos- 
sesses^ to a subject in which every man h 
ccm^emed. '' To be a musician^ an orator^ 
a |)ainter^ ot even a good mechanician^ pre- 
supposes genius ; to be an excellent artizan or 
mechanic requires mwe than an average de^ 
g;ree oi takni; but to he a legislator or a 
tiieolc^ian^ or both at once^ demands nothing 
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bit 4[^mmoii «eiifie/'* NofW we wUlingly 
admit that nothing can be necessary ib the 
salvation of a Christian which is not in hb 
power. For such^ therefore^ as hare neither;' 
Hie opportunity or the capacity of learning 
more^ sufficient^ doubtless^ will be the beli^ 
of those plain truths^ and the fulfilment of 
those commands^ which to be incapaUe of 
understandings is to be a man in appeara^ee 
only. But ev^i to this scanty creed ^ dU-^ 
jia«i7f(m of faith must be added r and let it not 
be forgotten^ that though nothing can be 
easier than to understand a code of belkf, 
four-fifths of which consists in avowals of iH«h 
belief, and the remainder in truths^ concerning 
which (in this country at least) a man. must 
hare taken pains to learn to have any doubt; 
yet it is by no means easy to reconcile thw 
code of negatives with the declarations of the 
Christian Scripture. On the contrary, it re- 
quires all the resources of verbal criticism, 

* The Friend, Vol. I. ^ As. the original work, of 
of which but a small number of copies were printed on 
stamped sheets, and sent to the subscribers by the post, 
il not to be procured; the reference is made to the> 
editicm now; printing, in three volumes, of the eize of the 
British Essayists: if indeed a work, a great part of which 
is new in substance, and the whole in form and arrange* 
ment, can be described as an edition of the former. 
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und all the perverse subtlety of special pleads 
kig^ to work oat a plausible seiiiblanee of 
eorrespondency between them. It must^ how- 
ever^ be conceded^ that a man may consist- 
ently i^re himself the trouble of the attempt^ 
and leave the New Testament unread, after 
he has once thwoughly persuaded himself that 
it can teach him nothing of any real im- 
portance that he does not already know. St. 
iPaul indeed thought otherwise. For though 
he too teaches us^ that in the religion of 
Christ there is milk for babes ; yet he informs 
us at the same time^ that there is meat for 
strong men ! and to the like purpose one of 
the Fathers has observed^ that in the New 
Testament there are shallows where the 
lamb may ford^ and depths where the elephant 
must swim. The Apostle exhorts the fol- 
lowers of Christ to the continual study of the 
new re%ion^ on the ground that in the mys- 
tery of Christy which in other ages was not 
made known to the sons of men, and in the 
riches of Christ which no research could ex- 
haust^ there were contained all the treasures 
of knowledge and wisdom. Accordingly^ in 
that earnestness of spirit^ which his own per- 
sonal experience of the inspired truths he prays 
with a solemn and a ceremonious fervor^ that 
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heing ^' strengthened #ith might in the inner 
nmn> they may be able to comprehend Tvith 
aU saints^ what is the breadth and length and 
depth and height/' of that living Principle, 
at ' once the Giver and th6 GiftI of that 
ancmiting Faith> tdiich in endless evolution 
^^ teaches us of all things^ and is truth !^^ 
For all things are but parts and forms of 
its progressive manifestation^ and evwy new 
knowledge but a new organ of sense and 
insight into this one all-iniclusive Verity, 
which, still filling the vessel of the under- 
standing, still dilates it to a capacity of 
yet other and yet greater Truths, and thus 
makes the soul feel its poverty by the very 
amplitude of its present, and the immensity 
of its reversionary, wealth. All truth indeed 
is simple, and needs no extrinsic ornament. 
And the more [U'ofound the truth is, the more 
simple : for the whole labour and btiilding-up 
of knowledge is but one continued process of 
simplification. But I cannot comprehend, in 
what ordinary sense of the words the proper- 
ties of plainness and simplicity can be ap- 
plied to the Prophets, or to the Writings of 
St. John, or to the Epistles of St. Paul ; or 
what can have so marvellously inipfoved 
the capacity of our laity beyond the same' 

N ' 
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^lass of persons among the priniitireChmtmiis; 
who^ as we are told by a fellow apostle^ found 
in the Writings last-mentioned many passages 
hard to be understood^ which the unleamedy 
ad well as the unstable^ were in danger of 
wresting and misinterpreting. I can well 
understand^ howeyer^ what is and has been the 
practical consequence of this notion^ It is this 
very consequence^ indeed^ that occasioned the 
preceding remarkjs^ makes them pertinent to 
my present subject, and gives them a place in 
the train of argument requisite for its illustra- 
tion. For what need of any after-recurrence 
to the sources of information concerning a 
religion, the whole contents of which can be 
thoroughly acquired at once, and in a few 
hours? An occasional remembrancin^ n^&y^ 
perhaps, be expedient; but what object of 
9Uuly can a man propose to himself in a 
matter of which he know^ all that can be 
known, all at least, that it is of use to know? 
Like the first rules of arithmetic, its few 
plain and obvious truths may hourly serve the 
man^B purposes, yet never once occupy his 
thoughts. But it is impossible that the affec- 
tions should be kept constant to an object 
which gives no employment to the under- 
standing. The energies of the intellect^ in- 
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creajse of insight^ and enlarging views^ are ne- 
cessary to keep alive the substantial faith iu 
the heart. They are the appointed fuel io 
the sacred fire. In the state of Perfection 
all other faculties may^ perhaps^ be swallowed 
up in love; but it is on the wings of the 
Chertd)tm^ which the ancient Hebrew Doctors 
interpreted as meaning the powers and efforts 
of the Intellect^ that we must first be born^ 
up to the ^^ pure Empyrean ^^ : and it must be 
Seraphs and not the hearts of poor Mortals, 
that can bum unfuelled and self-fed. ^^ Give 
me understanding (exclaimed the royal 
Psalmist) and I shall observe thy law with 
my whole heart. Teach me knowledge 
and good judgment Thy commandment is 
exceeding broad: O how I love thy law! it 
is my meditation all the day. The eptrance 
of thy words py^th lights it giveth iimfer- 
standing to the simple. I prevented the 
dawning of the morning : mine eyes prevent 
the night-watches, that I might meditate 
upon thy word.'^ Now where the very con- 
trary ef this is the opinion of many, and the 
practice of most, what results can be ex- 
pected but those which are actually presented 
to us in our daily experience? 
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There is one class of men* who read the 
Scriptures, when they do read them, in order 
to pick and choose their faith ; or (to speak 
more accurately) for the purpose of plucking 

* Whether it be on the increase, as a Sect, is doubtful. 
But it is admitted by all — ^nay, strange as it may seem, 
made a matter of boast, — ^that the number of its secret 
adherents, outwardly of other denominations, is ten- 
fold greater than that of its avowed and incorporated 
Followers. And truly, in our cities and great manufac- 
turing and commercial towns, among Lawyers and such 
of the Tradesfolk as are the ruling members in Book^ 
clubs, I am inclined to fear that this has not been asserted 
without good ground. For Socinianism in its present 
form, consisting almost wholly in attack and imagined de- 
tection, has a particular charm for what are called shrewdy 
knowing men. Besides, the vain and half-educated, 
whose christian and sir names in the title pages of our 
Magazines, Lady's Diaries, &c. are the successors of 
the shame-faced Critos, Phileleutheroses, and Philale- 
theses in the time of our Grandfathers, will be some" 
thing: and now that Deism has gone out of fashion, 
Socinianism has swept up its Refuse. As the main suc- 
cess of this sect is owing to the small proportion which 
the affirmative articles of their Faith (rari rantes in 
gurgite vasto) heax to the n^ative, (that is, their 
Belief to their Disbelief) it will be an act of kinc^aess 
to the unwary to bring together the former under one 
point of view. This is done in the following Catalogue, 
the greater part if not the whole of which may be au-» 
thenticated from the. writings of Mr. Belsham. 
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away Uve^asundevy as it werey from the divine 
iorganism of the Bible^ textuary morsels and 
firagments for the support of doctrines which 
they had learned beforehand from the higher 

1. They believe in one God, professing to differ from 
other Christians only in holding the Deity to be uniper* 
sonal, the Fa&er alone being God, the Son a mere, 
though an inspired and hi^ly gifted, man, and the Hofy 
Spirit either a Synonime of God, or of the divine 
agency, or of its effects, 

2. They believe men's actions neciessitated, and con- 
sistently with this affirm, that the Christian Religion (i. e^ 
their view of it) precludes all remorse for our sins, they 
being a pr^ent calamity, but not guilt. 

3. They believe, the Gospels, though not written by 
inspiration, to be authentic Histories on the whole: 
though,with some additions and interpolations. And on 
the authority of these Writings, confirmed by other evi- 
dence; they believe in. the Resurrection of the Man, 
Jesus Christ, from the dead. , ^^ 

4. On the historic credibility of this event they believe' 
in the Rif^urrection of the Body, which in their opiii!k)ti[ 
is the Whole Man, at the last Day: and differ from 
other Churches in this only, that while other Christians 
believe, that all Men will arise in the Body, they hold, 
that all the Bodies that had been Men, will arise. 

5. A certain indefinite number of Mankind thus re- 
newed to life and consciousness, it is the common be- 
lief o{ them ally will be. placed in a state of happiness 
and immortality. But with respect to ttiose who have 
died in the calamitous condition of unreformed Sinfol- 
ness, (to what extent it is for the supreme Judge to de- 
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oracle of tkeir own natural Comman^Senae* 
Sanctas Scripturas frustant ut frustreni. 
Through the gracious dispensations of Proviip 
de^ce a complexity of circumstances may 

pide) they are divided among themselves. The one 
party teach, tiiat such unhappy persons will be raised 
only to be re^anQibilated : the other party contend, 
that thejre will be sl final Restoration of ail Men, with a 
purgatory or state of remedial discipline, the severity 
and duration of which will be proportioned to the kind, 
•di^r^, and obstinacy of the Disease, and of which 
therefore every Man is left to his own conjectural Hopes 
and Fears; with this comfort however to the very worst, 
(i. e. most unfortunate and erroneouM of Mankind) that it 
win be f^l wdl with them at last. In this article they 
differ from the Papists, in having no Hell, and in plaoinjg 
their Purgatory after, instead of before, the Day of 
Judgment, 

6. Lastly, as they hold only an intellectual €uid phy- 
sical, and not a moral difference in the actions and 
characters, of Men, they not being free Agents, and 
therefore not more responsible Beings than the brute 
Beasts, aUiiough their greater powers of memory and 
comparison render them more susceptible of being acted 
fm by prospecJtive matives--(and in this sense Uiey retain 
the ternif responsibility, after having purified it by the 
€f3£^inanition of its old, and the transfusion of a new, 
meaaing) — and as they, with strict consequence, merge 
all the attributes of Deity in Power, Intelligence, and 
Benevolence, (Mercy and Justice being modes, or rather 
perspective views, of the two latter ; the Holiness of God 
meaning the same or nothing at all ; and his Anger, 
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Whdfpemie as antidotes to ft tioidoiiii ]>ri][M^ipk3 
and realize the {mradojc of a very good inafl 
titider a very evil jfaith. It k not denied^ thai 
a Socinian may be a^ honesty useAil and beiie^ 

Offence^ and Hatred of Moral Evil, being mene metaplioti 
and %ar^of spe^tr addressed to ^ rude and bailbarMi 
People) they profess to hold a Redemption — ^not hoW-> 
eye> by the Cross of Christ, except as his death was an 
etidenee of his sincerity, and the necessary preliminarjf 
to his Resurrection ; but — ^by the effects Which thi* fact 
of his Resurrection, toge&er with his example, and hiii 
re-publication of the moral precepts (taught indeed long 
before, but as they think, not so clearly, by Moses and the 
Prophets) were calculated io produce on the human mhid. 
So that if it had so happened, ttiat a mkn had been 
influenced to an innocent elnd useful life by the e3C- 
ample, precepts, and martyrdom of Socrates, Socrates 
and not Christ, would have been bis Redeemer. 
. These are all the Positives of the modem Socinian 
Creed, and even these it was not possible t6 extricate 
wholly from the points of Disbelief. But if it should 
be asked, why this resurrection, or re-creation is con- 
fined to the human animal, the answer must be — that 
more than this has not been revealed. And so far all Chrls^ 
trans will join assent. But some have added, cmd in my 
opinion much to their credit, that they hope, it may be 
the case with the Bruteis likewise, as they see no sufD^ 
cient reason to the contrary. And truly, upon their 
scheme, I agree with them. For if Man be no oth^ or 
nobler Creature essentially, than he is represented in 
tbeir system, the meanest reptile, that maps out ite path 
6n the earth by lines of dime, must be of e^al worth 
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Yolelit a character as any of his neighbours ; 
and if he tJm^ more and derives a larger 
potion of his pleasures from intellectual 
sources^ he is likely to be more so. But in such 

imd respectability, not only in the sight of the Holy One; 
but by a. strange ccmto'adiction even before Man's own 
reason. For remove all the sources of Esteem and the 
Love founded on esteem, and whatever else prewiup^ 
poses a Will and, therein, a possibte transcendence to 
the material world : Mankind, as far as my experience 
has extended, (and I am less than the least of many 
whom I could cite as having formed the very same 
Judgment) are on the whole distinguished from th^ other 
Beasts incomparably more to their disadvantage^ by 
Ly^g9 Treachery, Ingratitude, Massacre, Thirst of 
Blood, and by Sensualities which both in sort and d^ree 
it would be libelling theirBrother-beasts tocall 6es^ta/y 
than to their advantage by a greater extent of Intel- 
lect. And what indeed, abstracted from the Free-will, 
could this intellect be but a more sbewy instinct? of 
more various . application indeed, but far less secure; 
useful, or adapted to its purposes, than the itistinct 
of Birds, Insects, and the like. In short, as I have 
elsewhere observed, compared with the wiles and 
factories of the Spider, or with the cunning of the Fox, it 
would be but a tuoxe efflorescent, and for that very cause 
a less efficient. Salt to preserve the Hog from putrifying 
before its destined hour. 

Well may the words of Isaiah be applied and ad- 
dressed to the TeiEichers and Followers of this Sect, or 
rather, I would say, to their Tenets as personified — 
" The li^ord of the Lord was unto them, precept upoi^ 
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fi^tanci^, and I am most willing to bear wit* 
ness from tny own experience^ that they ar# 
not infrequent^ theftuit k from the grafts not 
from the tree» The native produce is^ or would 
be, an intriguing, overbewing, jscornful and 
worldly disposition; and in point of fact, it is 
the only scheme of Religion that inspires in 
its adherents a contempt for the understand- 
ings of all who differ from them. But be 
this as it may, and whatever be its effects, it 
is not probable that Christianity will have any 
direct influence on men who pay it no other 
compliment than that of callmg by its name 
the previous dictates and decisions of their 
own mother-wit. 

But the more Qumerous cla«s Is of those 
who do not trouble themselves at all with 
religious matters, which they resign to th^^ 
clergyman of the parish. But while not a 

precept, Ime up9n line, here a little and there a Uttle, 
that they might go and fallbackward, and be broken- 
and spared, .Wherefore, bear the word of the Lord, yei 
tScorriful Men that* rule this people! Because ye havj^^ 
said, We have made a covenant with Death, and with 
Hell are we at agreement ! Your Covenant with Death 
shall be annulled, and your agreement with Hell^halF 
not stand. For your Bed is shorter than that a man can 
stretch himself upoa itj and the xjovering narrovfer ihail 
that h^ can wrt^p himself in it.'* — Isaiah xxviii. 

O 
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few ftiiioiig th^se meii con^eht to J)rd^ ktid 
to&r by prbjty ; AM wMe 6thers> mwe at^ 
t^iitiVb td the pradetitial adrantages of A 
d^tlroii^ character^ yield the customary fevi- 
diBiibe of theh* chui^h-iiietiibership ; but^ thisr 
J^r^rmed^ are at pewc^ tvith them^lves^ alid 



• think their Sunday's task 



. As much as God or Man can fairly ask ; 

thel*e exists amongst the most respectable 
liiaity oi oxir cities and great towns^ an iictive, 
powerful^ arid enlarging minority, whose in- 
dustry, while it enriches their families, is at 
tile same time a support to the revenue, and 
Hot seldom enlivens their whole neighbour- 
hood: men whose lives are free from all 
disreputable infirmities, and of whose activity 
in the ori^ation, patronage, and manage- 
iheni both of charitable and of religious 
associations, who must not have read or 
heard? and who that has, will dare deny 
to be ikioi^ exemplary? Afl;^ the custom 
iS 6\i)r forefathers, and their pure house- 
liold religion,* these, in so many respects 
estimable persons, are for the greater part in 

» Aiid pUi% Rfeligioii br§dtEing Bbu^lSBbid lA#s. 

Wd!iMWt)k'i'H. 
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the h^hit of haying fanply-pr^yer^ l^pd ^ por- 
tion of Scripture reacj ^f^ry mc^niiig an^ 
evening. In this cl^^ wit^ such changes or 
s^bstitutipi^s as the peci^li^tr tenefe of the sept 
reqpire^ Tf p must include the sensi^le^ orderly 
ani} hepeficent Spcijety pf th© Friends^ V^^ff 
commonly called Quakers. Here then^ if any 
where^ (that is^ in any cIms ot men ; for the 
present argument is not concerned with iridi- 
yiduals) we ipay expect to find Christianity 
.teii)|)eri]|g comrmrcml avidity ^pd sprinkliiig 
its holy damps on the passion of aoeuomlaf- 
tion. This^ I say^ we might expect to find^ 
if an undoubting belief in the threats and 
promi^liBS pf EevplatlPii^ 9|i4 ft cpnsequei^t v^ 
gularity of p^-sonal^ dopiestic^ and social ^ 
meanor^ sufficed to constitute that Christianity^ 
the power and privilege of which is s6 to 
reppfv ^Ix4 irradiate the w^ole intelligeiiilipl 
and moral life of man^ as to overcome t}i» 
spirit of the world. (St. Jdm: Epistle I.) If 
this, the appointed test, were found wanting, 
shQu)14 we not be forced to apprehend, nay^ 
are we not compelled to infer^ th»t ^he ^mp 
\)f prudentiid motive, however ennoUed fay 
the magnitude and awfoiness of its objects 






* And in this alone the late Dr. Paley, by a use of 
terms altogether arbitrary, places Hie distinbtion between 
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and though as the termination of a lower^ it 
may be the commencement (and not seldom 
the occasion) of an higher state^ is not^ even 
in respect of morality itself, that abiding and 
continuous principle of action^ which is either 
i>ne with the feith spoken of by St. Paul^ or its 

Prudence and Virtue, tbe former being Self-love in its 
application to the sum of pain and pleasure that is likely 
to result to us, as the consequence of our actions,, in tbe 
present life only ; while the latter is the same Self-love, 
that together with the- present consequences of our ac- 
tions, takes in likewise the more important enjoyments 
61 sufferings which, according as we obey or disobey 
His known commands, God has promised to bestow, or 
threatened to inflict, on us in the Life to come. Accord- 
ing to this writer, it becomes the duty of a rational free 
-agent (it would be more pertinent tot say, of a senfient 
animal capable of Forecast) to reduce his Will ^ to an 
habitual coincidence with his Reason, on no other ground, 
tut because he believes that God is able and determined 
either to gratify or to torment him. Thus, the great prin- 
Unple of the Gospel, that we are bound to- lo^e oUf 
neighbours as ourselves and God above all, must; if 
translated into a consistency with this theory of enlight- 
ened Self-love, run thus : On the ground of our fear of 
torm'ent and our expectation of pleasure from an infinitely 
powerful Being,' we are under a prudential obligation of 
'adtiig towards our neighbours as tfwe loved them equally 
with ourselves ; but ultimately and in very truth to love 
ourselves only. And this is the Work, this the System 
of moral and political: Philosophy cited as h^hestau- 
ihpjrity in our Senate and Courts of Judicature ! And 
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immediate ofispring. It cannot be that spirit 
of obedience to the coaimands of Christy by 
which the soul dwelleth in faim^ and he in it ; 
(1 John5 c. iii. 4.) and which our Saviour 
himself announces as a beinff born egain^ And 
tlm indispensable act^ or influence^ <Hr impreg^ 
nation^ of which^ as of a divine tradition^ th6 
eldest philosophy is not ^ent ; which flashed 
through the darkness of the pagaii mysteries^ 
and which it was therefore a reproach- to a 
Master in Israel^ that he l^ not already 
known ; (John's Gospel, e. iii.)— this iselse^ 
where explained, as a seed which, though of 
gradual developement, did yet potentially^ con- 
tain the essential form not merely <^ a bett^r> 
Ibut of an other life : amidst all the frailties and 

(still worse!) thfe is the Text-Book for the moral Lec- 
tures at one of our Universities, justly the most celebrated 
for scientific ardor and manly thinking. 'Tisnot with- 
out a pang of filial sorrow^ that the Writer makes this 
acknowledgement, which nothing could have extorted 
from him but the strongest conviction of the mischievous 
and debasing tendencies of that wide-spread system, in 
which the Works of Dr.'Paley (his Sermons excepted) 
act not the less, pernicious part, because the most deco- 
rous and plausible. The fallacious sophistry of the 
grounding principle in this whole system has been de- 
tected by Des Cartes, and Bishop Butler : and of late 
years, with great ability and originality, by Mr. wl 
JHazlitt. : 
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^raittient eclipses of mw^ty m»king, I n^ 
peat, the sqlyects of tliis reg^ipi^tiim mt m 
propiDrly better f)$ qther IPpn, wbam tbe|r0fw» 
tbe yirorld coq)d not but hate, 49 pliers. Jtp 
own native growth, howeyf^^ improyed by 
cultivfttiQP (whether thro' the agency of blind 
i^mpatliies, orpfao intelligejit self-interest, 
the iftBfSp$t beigh<« to whii^h the wildly ^ 
cfffx nspeod) th^ Tforld has always he^ rmdj 
«n4 willing to ftcloiowlege and admire^ They 
ere pf (he VHfrJd: iher^ifarp ^pe^k ibey out of 
Hie hfioirt of the world (k r^v nofff^ov) ^nd (he 
world heoreth them* (1 John, ivth.) 

To abstain from aete of wrong and nolencje, 
tp be moreoFf^ indusiirioiis, uaeM, and of 
piepmly bearing, are qualities presupposed vk 
the gospel code, as the preliminary conditions, 
rather than the proper and peculiar effects, 
of Christianity, ^pt th«y qpe lil^pwi^ quali- 
ties so palpably indisf)ensable to the temporal 
interests of mankind that, if we except tiie 
brief frenzies of revolutionary Riot, there 
fteyer was a time, in wljicji the Wwld did 
not prof<^ to reverence them : nor can we 
state any period, in which a more than ordi- 
nary character for assiduity, regularity, and 
charitableness did not secnre the World's 
praise and favor, and were not calculi^ to 
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ftdf ttni)^ tb« itiditidttkli bwn worldly iitter^ i 
j^tltled dtlly^ that Hk iiiaiiiiei*s and |tt*0fessed 
t(^ile1i Wfere those of some known and allowed 
bc«dy of taell. 

t fiU^k then^ What is the fact ? We ate-^ 

atid^ till it's good purposes^ which arfe many^ 

hAye been all atchiev^^ and we can becomef 

s&ttieihing better^ long nitty we continue siich! 

—a bttsy^ enierprizing^ and commercial na^ 

tiitm. The habits attached to this character 

mtisi^ if Ihere exist no adequate connterpojse^ 

ineritably lead nd^ under the i^ecious names 

of utUity^ practical knowledge^ and so forth, 

to Idok At all things thro' the medium of the 

market, and to estimate the Worth of all 

pursuits ahd attainments by their marketable 

ralUe. In thisddes ihe Spirit of tirade consist 

KoW would ihe general experience bear m 

out in the assertion, that amid t^e absence or 

deelension of all other antagonist Forces, 

there is found in the very circle of the trading 

and opulent themselves, in the increase, 

namely, of religious professors among them, a 

spring c^ resistance to the excess of the com^ 

mercial impetus, from the impressive example 

Of their unworldly feelings evidenced by their 

moderation in Worldly pursuits? I fear, that 

Wfe may anticipate the answer wherever the 
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religiaus zedl of isnich prbfe^B^cH^ dbeS not liki^f 
wise manifest itself by the glad devotion <^ 
as large a portion of their Time Mid Iih 
dustry, as the duty of providing a fiaur com*: 
petence for 1;heittselve» and their families 
leaves at their own disposal^ to the C0m-^ 
prehension of those inispired writings and the 
^volution of those pregnant truths^ which are 
proposed for our earnest^ sedulous research^ 
in order that by occupying our understandings 
they may more and more ai^imilate <>ur afiecr 
tions? I fear, that the inquiring traveller 
^Ould more often hear of zealous Religionists 
who have read (and as a duty too and with 
All due acquiescence) the prophetic, " Wo tor 
th^m that join house to house and lay field to 
field, that thtey may be alone in the land! ^^ 
and yef find iio object deform the beauty of 
the pi'ospect fi'om their' window or ev^n from 
their castlfe turrets so anribyingly, as a meadow 
not their dWn, or a field under ploughing with 
the beana-end of the plough in the hands of 
its humble owner! I fear, that he must too 
often make report of men lawful in their deal?^ 
ki^, scriptural in their language, alms-giversy 
aJid palrons of Sunday schools, who are yet 
resktless and overawing Bidders at all Land 
Auctions in their neighbourhood, who live in» 



'Digitized by 



Google 



the cetkier «i &rms widioort leases^ and tenante 
wftJbaat attadbnMtitii Oir if hk way dKmld 
He throng^ war great towns and manu&ctttring 
jbtricfe, iiiif)ia»ees would grow chei^ wKb 
him of wealthy religi^usi practitioners^ who 
nevet li^rel for orders without cards ^ edifi- 
cation in prose and yerse^ and small tracts <tf 
admoiution and ins^ction^ all ^^ plain egad 
easy^ and suited to the meanest capacities;'^ 
who pray daily^ as the first act of the morning 
and as the last of Hie evenings Lead m m^ 
into temptatbn ! but deliver us from eril ! Mii 
Mdploy all the interval with an edge <^ ^ajpipe^ 
tite keen as the scythe of Death in the purstiii 
of yet mwe and yet more of a temptation so 
perilous^ that (as they have fiill often read^ 
aiMl heard read^ without the least questionkig^- 
or whifl^r of doubt) no power short of Omni^ 
potence could make their deliverance from it 
<nredible or conceivable. Of all denominations 
«f Christians^ there is not cme in existeiice or 
c» reccMrd whose whdLe scheme of faith and 
worship was so expressly fi^amed for the one 
purpose of spiritualizing the mind and of 
abstracting it firom the vanities of the wwldy 
as tl^ Society. of Friends! not one^ in whi(^ 
the church members are ccmnected^ and theii* 
praleiMd principles enforced^ by so efiectiv^ 

p 
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and wond^M a form of .discipline. But in 
theieeal of their 'Foundeihs and first Proselytes 
for perfect Spirituality they excluded from 
thfeir system all ministers specially trained 
and educated for. the ministry, with all Pro- 
fessional Theologians: and they omitted to 
proyide for the raising up among themselves 
any other e^blished class of learned men, as 
teachers and schoolmasters for instance, in 
their stead. Even at this day, though the 
Quak^^' are in general teinarkably shrewd 
and intelligent in all worldly concerns, yet 
learning, and mwe particularly theological 
learning, is nkore rare among them in propoN 
tipn to their wealth and rank in life, and held 
in less, value, than among any other known 
sect of Christians.. What has been the 
result? If the pcca^on permitted, I could 
dUate with pleasure on their decent manners 
and decorous fnwals, as individuals, and their, 
exemplary and truly illustrious philanthropic 
effiapts a^ a Body. From all the gayer and 
tinsel vanities of the world their discipline has 
preserved them, and thfe English character 
owes to their example some part of its manly: 
plainness in externals. But my argument isr 
confined to the question, whether Reli^on iii 
i|s present state and under the present concep- 
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tioDs of its demands and purposes ddes; eveir 
among the ndost religioiis^ exert dny efficient 
force of cohtroulover the commercial spirit^ 
the excess of which we have attributed not to 
the extent and magnitude of the commwce- 
itself, but to the absence or imperfection of its 
appointed checks and count^ragents. Nowas> 
the systeni of the Friends in its first intention 
is of all others most hostile ito worljlly-mind-!^ 
edne^ on the one hand ; aiid as^ on the other y^ 
the adherents of this system both in: confi^on 
and pracUoe conGne 'Chfistii^nity to feelings 
and motives ; they may be selected as repre-: 
sentatives of the strict^ but unstudied and unin- 
quiring^ Religionists of every denomination.' 
Their characteristic propensities will supply^ 
therefore^ no unfair test fori the degriee of 
resistance^ which our present Ohrisiiabity is 
capable of opposing to the cupidity of a trading 
people. That species of Christianity I mean^ 
vrhich^ as far as knowledge and the faculties of 
thought are concerned, — which,' as far as the 
growth and ^andeur of the intellectual man is 
m question— is to be learnt ex tempore ! A 
Christianity poured in on the Catechumen all 
and all at once, as from a shower-bath: and 
which, whatever it maybe in the heart,^ yet 
jbr the xinderstanding and reason is from boy- 
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kood onward a thii^ pmA and perfected! If 
the almost umveml o(»iiioii be tolerably cor« 
rect^ tl^ questicm is answered. But I by no 
means appropriaie the remwk to the wealtiiy 
Qimkws^ or even apply it to them m any par^ 
ticular w eminent sense^ wh^ I say^ that 
often as the motley reflexes of my experieiK)e 
move in loo^ fMrocesedcm of manifold groups 
before me^ the distinguished and wor]drhon<H^ 
Qompany <^ Christian MammraJsts af^pter to 
tile eye of my imagination as a drove of cameb 
heavily kden^ yet all at full speedy and eadi 
in the confident expectation ei pasdoig throo^ 

tifte ETE OP THE NEEDLE^ without stop OT halt^ 

both beajrf and baggage. 

Not without an uneasy reluctaiuce Imve I 
ventured io tell the truth on this subject^ lest 
I shonUl be charged with the indulgence of a 
satirical mood and an uncharitable i^^een. 
But my ccmscience bews me witness^, and I 
know myself too near, the grave to trifle with 
Its nune^ tiiat I am solely actuated by a wm^ 
of ^e exceeding importance <^ the subject at 
tiie present moment. I feel it an awful duty 
to exercise the honast liberty of free uttwanee 
in so dear a cmicamment as that <^ }»reparii^ 
Iny counti^y for a c^i^e in \i» external rela* 
tions^ which nmst come spoiier w latw; which 
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I foelievis io haye already commeiitied ; mi 
that4t will depeiid on the presence or absenoe 
0i a eorresponding change in the mind of the 
liation^ and abave all in the aims and ruling 
(^pinicms ei our gentry and moneyed men 
whether it is to caat down our strength and 
prosperity 5 or to fix them on a firmer aod 
mwe august basis. ^^ Surely to every good 
|md peaceable man it must iti nature need^ be 
a hateful thing to be the dii^lea^er and mo^ 
Jester of thousands; but when Godcommaikb 
to take the trumpet and blow a dolorous (» a 
jarring blasts it lies not in man's will what he 
«h|dl say and what he shall conoeal/' 

That my complaints^ both in tibds and in 
my £[»*mer Lay Sermon^ concerning the siUne 
errors^ are not grounded on any peculiar 69* 
ti6ns of mine^ the following remarks of a great 
and good man^ not less illustrious Uxt his piety 
and fervent zeal as a Christian than for hi$ 
acttteness atid profundity as a niilosophiur^ 
|nay^ perhaps^ be accepted as proof. 

^^ Prevailing studies^ he obsc^ves^ are of no 
sm^l consequence to a state^ the religion^ 
manners/ and civil government of a couniary 
ever takipg some hm firom its philoec^hy^ 
which affects not only the minds of its pro«- 
Ce^rs and students^ but also Uie i^itdims of 
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all the better sort, and the practice of the 
whole' people, remotely and consequentially 
indeed, though not inconsiderably. Have not 
the doctrines of Necessity and Materialism; 
with the consequent denial, of men's respon- 
sibility, vof his corrupt and fallen nature, aiid 
of the whole scheme of Redemption by^ the 
incarnate Word gained ground during the 
general passion for the Corpuscularian and 
fixpes'imental Philosophy whidi hath pre- 
Tailed about a century ? This indeed - might 
usefiiUy enough have employed some share 
of tiie leisure and curiosity of inqui^tiVe per^ 
sons. But when it entered the seminaries 
of Learning, as a necessary accomplishment 
and ^ as the most important part of know- 
ledge, by engrossing men's thoughts and 
fixing their minds so much <m corpcnreal ob- 
jects, it hath, however undesignedly, not a 
liUle indisposed them for spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual matt^^. Certainly, had the phi- 
losophy of Py thagcHras and ;Sk)crates prevailed 
in this age^ we should not have seen interest 
take so genial and fast hold on the minds of 
men. . But while the employment of the mind 
op things purely intellectual is to most men 
irksome, whereas the ^nsitive powers by our 
constant use of them, acquire strength, the^ 
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objects of sense are too often counted the cliief 
gdod^ For these things inen fight^ eheat^ and 
msromhle; Therefore^ in order to tame ihan-'' 
kind ai^ introduce a sense of Tirtiie^ the be^ 
human means is to exercise ihew understanding^ ^ 
to give them a glimpse of a world superior io 
the 9^oimb)e; and while they take painiS to 
cherish and maintain.the animal life^ to teach 
them not to negltet.tha intellectual ' 
; It ihight very well be thought smous trifling 
to tell my readers that the ^eat^t hieh had 
ever an high <^teem for Plato ; whbse writings 
are the touchstone of an hasty and ^hallow 
mind; whose philosophy^ the admiration of 
ages> supplied patriots^ ma^tratesr and law- 
givers to the most flourishing states^ as well 
fathers to the Churchy and doctors to the 
Schools; . In these days the depths of that 
old learning are rarely fathomed ; and yet it 
were happy for ihese lands^ if our ^oung 
nohilHy and gentry instead of moderii^ maxims 
would inihibe the notions of the great men of 
antiquity. But in these free-thinking times^ 
many ah empty head/ is shook at Aristotle 
and Plato ^ and. the writings of these: cele-^ 
brated ancients are by most men 'treated on a 
Ipvelwith the dry and. barbarous lucubrations 
of: the Schoolmen.^ It may^ howevci*^ be 
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mddfsrily jpraramed that tiHre are not mmy 
imong wiy evep of those that ve called the 
bettw sort^ who hare more semie, virtue^ and 
Wre of their ooimtry than Cicero^ who hi $l 
letter to Atticus couU' not forbear exdanning^ 
O Socrates et Socratici Viri! nunquam volns 
^tiam referam. Would to God^ many of 
olur oonntrymen had the same obBgatkms £9 
those 8ocratie writers. Certainly^ whei-e the 
people are well educated^ the art of pilothig 
ti state is best learnt from the writings ot 
Flato. Bot among a people void of <fiseipline 
and a gentry devoted to vulgar cares and 
views^ Flato^ Pythagoras^ and Arktotle them^ 
selv^5 wwe they livings could do but little 
|ood/' 

Thus th^i, of the three most approved 
antagiMiists io the Spirit df Barter^ and the 
acemnpanying dispodiion to overvalue RicImmi 
with all the Means and Tokens thereof- — of 
the three 0ttest and most likely checks to this 
tendency^ namely^ the feeling of ahdeni birth 
fmd the respect paid to it by the community 
at l&rge ; a genuine intellectual Philosophy 
with an accredited^ learned^ and philosopbio 
Class; and lastly 5 Religion; we have fcnuul 
the first declining^ the second not existing, 
and ti^ third efficient^ indeed^ in many re^ 
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iqpecti Bad to many ei^cdilent purposes^ ffaly 
tiot in this particular directbh : tlie ReligicA 
hwe spoken of^ having long idnoe pm^ted 
company with ihat inqvmtive ahd bookidbi 
Theology which tends to defraud tiie student 
of his worldly wisdoni^ inasmuch as it divi^tis 
his mitid from the accumulation of wealth by 
preK>ccupying his thoughts in the acquMtion 
of knowledge* For the Religion of best re^ 
pute among us holds all the truths (^ Scrip 
ture and all the doctrines of Christianity so 
vei*y transcendent, or so very easy^ as to mak^ 
study and researdi either vain or needless. It 
professes^ tb^^fcNre, to hunger and thirst aftei^ 
Bighteouimess alone^ and the rewards of the 
Righteous; and thus habitually taking for 
granted all truths €i ^iritual impprt leaves 
the understandbg vacant and at leisure for a 
thorough insight into present and temporal 
interests : whidb^ doubtless^ is the true reason 
why its followers are in general such shrewdy 
knowings wary, well-informed, thrifty and 
thriving men of business. But this is likewise 
the reascm, why it neither does or can check 
or circumscribe the Spirit of Barter; and ta. 
the consequent monopoly which this commer-r 
cial Spirit possesses, must its over-balance be. - 
attributed, not to the extent or magnitucfe o£ 
the Commerce itself*^ 
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'.Before I enter on the result assigned by 
ine as the chief ultimate cause of the pre^ut 
state of the country ^ and as the main ground 
jon which the immediate .ocira|sions of the ge* 
iieral distress have worked^ I must entreat my 
^Readers to reflect that the sjpirit of Trade has 
been a thing of insensible growth; that whe* 
ther it be enough^ or more or les^ than enough^ 
is a matter of relative^ rather than of positive 
determination ; that it depends oq the degree 
in which it is aided or resisted by all the otiber 
tendencies that co-exist with it ; and that in 
the best of times this spirit may be said to 
live on a narrow isthmus between a steril^ 
desert and a stormy sea^ still threatened and 
encroached on either by the Too Much or 
the Too Little. As the argument does not 
depend on any precise accuracy in the dates^ 
I shall assume it to have commenced^ as an 
influencing part of the national character^ 
with the institution of the Funds in the reign 
of William tlie Thirds and from the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1148^ to l^ave been 
hurrying onward to itis maximuni^ which it 
seems to have attained during the late war. 
The short interruptions may be well repre* 
sented as a few steps Imdkwas^^ that it might 
^p^ forward with an additional momieniumv 
The words^ old and modern^ iww and then^ 
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^e applied hy ine> the latter to the whole 
period since the Reyoliition^ and the former 
to the interval, between this epoch and the 
Reformation; the one from 1460 to 1680, 
the other from 1680 to the present time. 

Having premised this explanation, I can 
now return an intelligible answer to a question^ 
that will have risen in the Reader's mind 
during his perusal of the last three or four 
pages. How, it will be objected, does all 
this apply to the present times in particular ? 
When was the industrious part of mankind 
hot attached to the pursuits most likely td 
reward their industry ? Was the wish to 
make a fortune or, if you prefer an invidious 
phrase, the lust of lucre, less natural to our 
forefathers than to their descendants? If you 
say, that though a not le^ frequent, or less 
powerful passion with them than with us, it 
yet met with a more frequent and mor0 
powerful check, a stronger and more advanced 
boundary-line, in the Religion of old times, 
and in the faith, fashion, habits, and autho-* 
rity of the Religious : in what did this differ- 
ence consist? aiid iti what way did these 
points of difference act ? If indeed the anti- 
dote in question once possessed virtues which 
it no longer possess*, or not in the sam^: 
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dc^e^ what is the mgredknt^ either added, 

^miitted^ or diminii^d i»noe that ^me^ whkh 

jean have rendered it less efficacious m>w than 

WelH (I might reply) grant all this: 
and let both the pofession and it^ professors 
of a spiritual principle^ as a countwpoise to 
the WiWldly weights at the other end of the 
Balance^ be supposed much the same in the 
one period as in the other ! Assume fw a 
moment^ that I can establish neither the fact 
of its lesser efficiency^ nor any points oi d!^ 
ference capable of accountmg for it ! Yet it 
might still be a sufficient answer to this ofajec'- 
tion^ that as the commerce <^ the country^ and 
with it the spirit of commerce, has increased 
fifty-fold since the commencement of the 
latter period^ it is not enough that the coun-* 
terweight should be as great as it was in tli^ 
fwmer period : to remain the same in its. effect, 
it ought to hare become very much gr^itar^ 
But though this be a consideration not less inw 
portant than it is obvious^ yet I do not |iiir« 
pose to rest in it. I i^rm, that a difierenoe 
may be shewn, and of no trifling importance 
as to that one point, to which my present 
argument is confined. For let it be re- 
ttiembered, that it is not to any extraordmary^ 
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Influences of the reli^us pinciple that 1 9m 
jpeferringy not to Tolnntary poverty, or se^ 
questration firom social and active life, or 
themes of mortification. I speak of Reli- 
gion merely as I should of any worldly ohp 
ject, which, as far as it employs and interests 
a man, leaves less room in his mind for otiber 
pursuits: except that this must be more es» 
pecially the case in the instance of Religion, 
because beyond all other Interests it is calcu* 
lated to occupy the whole mind, and employ 
successively all the faculties of man; aii4 
because the objects which it presents to the 
Imagination as well as to the Intellect can*^ 
not be actually contemplated, much less can 
they be the subject of frequent meditatkm^ 
without dimming the lustre and blunting tilQ 
rays of iJl rival attractions. It is well 
known, and has been observed of <dd, that 
Poetry tends to render its devotees^ carele^ 
of money and, outward appearances, wlnla 

* Hie error tamen et levis hie insania quantas 

Virtutes babeat, sie coUige : vatis avarus 

Non temere est Animus ; versus amat, hoc studet unuiD ; 

Petrimenta, fugas servorum, ineendia ridet ; 

Non fraudem soeio, puerove incogitat uUam 

Pupillo ; vivit siliquis et pane secundo : 

Militise quanquam piger et mahis, utilis urbi. 

c HORAT. EPIST. II. 1. 
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Pjbilosppliy inspires a contempt of both as ob^ 
jects of Desire or Admiration. But Religion 
h the Poetry and Philosophy of all mankind^ 
unites in itself whatever is most excellent in 
either^ and while it at one and the same 
time calls into action and supplies with the 
noblest materials both the imaginatiye and 
the intellective faculties^ superadds the in- 
terests of the most substantial and home-felt 
reality to both, to the poetic vision and the 
philosophic idea. But in wder to produce a 
similar efiect it mudt act in a similar way : it 
kttust reign In the thoughts of a man and in 
the powers akin to thought^ as well as exercise 
an admitted influence over his hopes and feai^^ 
and through these on his deliberate and incfil- 
vidual acts. 

Now as my first presumptive proof of a 
diflference (I might almost have said^ of a 
contrast) between the religious character of 
the period since the Revolution^ and that 
of the period from the accession of Edward 
the Sixth to the abdication of the second 
James^ I ref(^ to the Sermons and to the 
theological Works generally ^ of the latter 
period. It is my full conviction^ that in any 
half dozen Sermons of Dr. Donne, or Jeremy 
Taylor, there are more thoughts, more facts 
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ahd images^ more fexcitem^nts to inq wy and 
intellectual eflfort, than are presented to the 
congregations of the present day in as: many 
churches or meetings during twice as many 
Months. Yet both these were the most po- 
pular preachers of their times^ were heard 
with enthusiasm by crowded and promiscuous 
Audienoes^ and the effect produced by their 
eloquence was held in reverential and affecr 
tionate remembrance by many attendanite on 
iheir ministry^ who^, like the pious Isaac 
.Walton^ were not themselyes men of leojrn* 
ing or education. In addition to this fact^ 
think likewise on the large and numerous 
editions of massy ^ closely printed folios : the 
impressions so large and <he editions so nn^ 
mjBrous^ that all the industry of destruction 
for the last hundred years has but of late suf- 
ficed to make them rare. From the long 
lisj; select those works alone^ which wa 
know to have been the most current and fa^ 
vorite works of their day : aqd of these again 
no more than may well be supposed to have 
had a place in the scantiest libraries^ or per- 
hap with the Bible and Common Prayer 
Book to have Jhrmed the library of their 
owner. Yet on thie single shelf so filled we 
should find almost every possible question^ that 
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bonldl intorest or instruct a reader whose whote 
heiurt was in his religion^ discussed wiiHi a 
command of intellect th^^t seems to exhaust 
all the learning and logic^ all the historicfd 
and moral relations^ of each several subject 
The very length of tibe discourses^ with which 
these '' ridh souls dT wit and knowled^'^ 
fixed the eyes^ ears^ and hearts of their 
crowded congregations^ are a source of won- 
der now-a-days^ and (we may add) of self-* 
congratulation^ to many a sober christian^ who 
fiw^tB with what delight he himself has lis* 
tened to a two hours' harangue on a Loan or 
Tax^ or at the trial of some remarkable cause 
or culprit The transfer of the interest makes 
and explidns the whole difference. For 
though much niay be fairly charged on the 
I revolution in the mode of preaching as well as 
in &e matter, since the fresh morning and 
fervent noon of the Reformation, when there 
was no need to visit the conventicles of fana- 
ticism in order to 

See God's ambassador in the pulpit stand. 

Where they could take notes from his Look and Hand ; 

And from his speaking action bear away 

More sermon tfaao our preachers use to eay\ 

yet this too must be r^erred to the safnos 
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dbange in the habits of men's niinds> a change 
that involves both the shepherd and the flock : 
tibough like many other Effects y it tends to 
reproduce and strengthen its own cause. 

The last pointy to which I 4iall appeal^ k i 
the warmth and frequency of the religious 
controversies during the former of the twa 
periods ; the deep interest excited by thein 
among all but the lowest and most ignonmt 
classes; the importance attached to them by 
the very highest ; the number^ and in many 
instances the transcendent merits of the cchh 
trovendal publications— in shorty the rank and 
value assigned to polemic divinity. The suIh 
jects df the controversies may or may not 
have been trifling ; the warmth^ with whiqh 
they were conducted^ may have been dispro^ 
portionate and indecorous ; and we may have 
reason to congratulate ourselves that the age> 
in which we live, is grown more indulgent 
and less captious. The ie^t is introduced not 
fw its own sake, but m a symptom of the ge« 
oeral state of men's feelings, as an evidence of 
the directio^^ in which the 

thoughts and interests of men were then flow-* 
ing. We all know, that lovers are apt ta 
take offence and wrangle with each other on 
occasions that, perhaps are but trifles^ and 

R 
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wfaidi assuredly would a^Mor^ mkh to 
wlia had Berrc^ been under the inftoemse of tf 
omilar pa^doD. Theaa quarrok may he no 
proo& of wkdom ; hut stfll in the imperfect 
fkte of our natare the entire ahmiee of the 
iane^ and this too on fw more seriao* fto^ih* 
cations^ would tasaie a strong siafieioii dm 
eomparetire iadi fer&nce m tl^ feelings of the 
parties towards €»u;h e4kety who cut hff^m 
coolly where they pofi^ to We so well. I 
shall believe our prawtit reMgiotis tol^vncy to 
proceed from Ae abundance of oar charity 
and ^ood sense^ when I can see prod& thai 
we are Equally cool and forbearing*^ as Uti-^ 
gators and political Partisiafis^ And I moit 
again intreat my read« io recollect^ Hiat the 
present argument is exclusiyely c^mcemed 
with the requisite correctives of the coffih 
mat^ial spirit^ and with Religion therefore 
no otherwise^ than as a countw-eharm to the 
sorcery of wealth : and my main portion is^ 
that neither by reai^^ns drawn frcnn the na^ 
tore of the human mitid^ or by facts of actui^ 
experience^ are we justified in expecting Hdtf 
from a religion whkh does not employ and 
aotuate the understandings of m^^ and coush^ 
Une their itfectioHs with it aji a system of 
%t\iih gradually ftAd pi^ogre(»ively munifotrt^ 
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sy^^^finh <^ itootii^^ atid Inderal <$oiwnaiidb loarHt 

wha4 ^ plilb ^md €^ugy to iSk^ lowest i!t^f)a¥ii^ 
ties. Henoe it is^ Hiart; Ofc^ects^ Ijie^^st^Eit 
^aHuh ^wifk i^^fmhwk I kaF« felt it ta^^ 
4iif9^ tii» idppoae (i^e ithe ^rATEiS)M^N's M^ 
m^i^ ^. so.) ^HfWl iolyeet*!^ Ihfe wWc^ a«id tibe 
fi[M«i»ire8 lor ^ «.ttw«iii0i»t of wl)^ po^isQs» 
wy ^Mfl ^di^<iaid ^h«rie hid the Jsiwi^Me trl^ 
)nfe ^ irn^ pi^€ jiArof^ioii ftsd ap{)la$ifi^--T 
I uta Ihere alhriliKg ito i^ Bi^idi ani l^o^ 
rd^ iBttde liSoaieiity — omijr ^y^ ewyfrge^, fi« 
i&ihe ijpcmt mmv in quMtiooa* Th^ iHay^ hoik 
filafae^ be s|;$?Bflqpto«is ^ the aMse pedoimittolt; 
i^BposiiMafi ito ^fltat Coalitton-^ys^Qin m fQhrk^ 
^iMiity^ ifcr ^ ^Kprasskn ctf wb&Qit Tjneolo^ 
^biaD$ inKv^e iii^eai^ At* if^ivopisb^ il^ ^m^^ 
Sffmareti^n .^ ad/^wu^ fteforii^r ;ma;y:b6 ^w 
ominous^ the latter an auspicious symptom^ 

0i <Jie lost C^tury) quAsi;mfttroiia!bab4$0€la Q»t,;puriqris 
jdcK^ti^jiw castos^iiutis quid^m, atsedula tam^ at vigilant, 
•irt «9diictonim impati^nS' 3fate,\rero S3rDereti$mtts, qmm 
}l4l(!0!(iic^i tipitd nos tautopope coOmidant, nusquamamie 
niieijiiefietrix ai^iet^ f^id^ vti pigae .vel statuamii i^ara 
•protei |Wfitea.aut€im indoUs secokris ^netrix^ et qudcuuQ 
Jl^smoemiSdfi8).oec.geiiiui^ . 

Tranalation. — The true Gospel Spirit of TotaratioH 
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^ough the one may he worse from Bad^ while 
the other is an instance of Good educed froni' 
firil. Nay, I will dare confess, that I know 
not how to think otherwise, when I hear a 
Blishop of an established Chm*eh publicly ex- 
<;laim (and not viewing it as a lesser inconve-- 
nience to be endured for the attainment of a 
fa^ greater good, but as a thing desirable and 
to be preferred for its own sake) No Notes t 
No Comment! Distribute the Bible and the 
Bible only among (he Poor /—a declaraticm^ 
which from any lower quarter I should have 
been under the temptation of attributing 
either to a fanatical notion of immediate illu'<' 
mination superseding the necesdty of human 
teaching, or to an ignorance of difficulties 
which (and what more worthy ?) have suc^ 
eessfuUy employed all the learning, sagacity^ 
and unwearied labors of great and wise men^ 

i ' ' ^ . ■ . i 

we should regard as a Matron, a kind and gentle gimi^ 
•dian indeed of the pure Doctrine, but sedulous^ but vi- 
gilant, but impatient of Seducers. .This Syncretism on 
the contrary, which Uie Loadiceans among us join in ex«- 
tolling so highly, shall no where hear from me other or 
better name than that of Harlot, the ol&pring of a Belief 
either slothful or ignorant of its own condition, and then 
-the parent of Worldly-mindedness, and with whom A^re* 
fore neither smcere Faith nor genuine Charity will endure 
ito associate.. . ^ . . _ 
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and ^nmmt servants of Christy during all i|ie 
ages of Christianity^ and will doubtless eon« 
tiuue to yield new fruits of Knowledge and 
Jn9ight to. a long series of Followers** 

Though an overbalance of the commercial 

* I am well aware, that by these open avowab, 
that with much to honor and praise in many, there 
is something to correct jn all, parties, I shall provoke 
many enemies and make never a friend. If I dared 
abstain, how gladly should I have so done! Would 
that the candid part of my Judges^ would peruse or 
re-p^ruse the affecting and most eloquent introductory 
pages of Milton's Second Book of his ^^ Reason of Church 
Government urged, <fcc. :" and give me the credit, which 
(Iny conscience bears me witness) I am entitled to claim, 
for all the moral feelings expressed in that exquisite 
passage. The following paragraph I extract from a vo- 
lume of my own, which has been long printed, for the 
greater part, and which will, I trust, now be soon pub- 
lished. ^ 
— « All my experience from my first entrance into life to 
ihe present hour is in favor of the warning maxim, that 
the man who opposes in toto the political or religious 
zealots of his age, is safer from their obloquy than he 
who differs from thejn in any one or two points or perhaps 
only in degree. By that transfer of the feelings of pri- 
vate life into the discussions of public questions, which 
is the qtieen bee in the hive of party fanaticism, the par- 
tizan has more sympathy with an intemperate opposite 
than with a moderate Friend. We now enjoy an inter- 
mission and long may it continue! In addition to fkr 
higher and more impcH^tant merits^ our present btble 
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wpariJt k kkvolved in ibie defi«ieMy 4)f ite 
terwelglits ; yet Hie ftets^ thAt exemplify ^m 
Mode and eyokemt of ks operalioti^ will dffibMl 4 
iiKNre diMet uid saludbcfary kuid of pron^ 
And firrt I am to i^peak of tiik or^HbaUnce 
as displayed in the commercial world itself* 
, Baias tlm is die Gnt^ w is it for my present 
parpose 4he leairt Important |KNtit of view. A 
|)wti<m of the facts belcmging to this cfivi^on 
of the subject I have already noticed^ p. 34^ 
3^ ; and far the reminder let "tike Mkowmg 
isaffioe as Hie substitaie or represetitatire. 
The moral of ihfe tale I leare to the Roader^s 

societies, and other numerous associations for national or 
cbaritable objects, may serve perbaps to carry off the su- 
perfluous activity iind fervor of stirring jniads in innx> 
cent bjperboles and tbe bustle of management But tbe 
poison-tree is not dead, tbough the sap maj for a season 
have subsided to its roots. At least, let us not be lulled 
into such a notion of our entire security, as not to Iceep 
watch aqd vard, even on our best iedings. I have seen 
gross intolerance shewp in si^pport of toleration; sectar 
rian antipathy most obtrusively displayed in -^e pro* 
motion of an undistinguishing con^prehension of sects,; 
and acts of cruelty (I had almost said) of treachery, 
committed in furtherance of an ^object vitally important 
to the cause of humanity 4 and all this by jnen too of 
naturally kind dispositions and exemplary conduct,"-*— 
Biogrc^phia Liter arioy or Sketches c^my Litsrary X^, 
ajid QpiniofiSy p^ 190. . 
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awn re9ectkm&: Withinr the lai$i sixty ye^ 
or perhaps a somewhat Urger period^ (for* I 
io not pretend to any nicety of dates^ and H^ 
documents are of easy access) there have oor 
curred at intervals of about 12 w IS yeiHii 
each^ certain periodical Be¥ohitions of Cror 
dit. Yet Revolution is not the precise wcurd^ 
To state the thing as it is^ I ought to have 
said^ cwtain gradual expansions of credit end- 
ing in sudden contractions^ or^ with equal 
propriety^ a«cendons to a certain utmost pos- 
sible height^ which has been different in each 
siiccessiTe instance ; (mt in er^ry mstance tile 
attainm^it of this^ its ne plus ultra^ has beeii 
itisiantly annofiinced by a rapid smes of ex- 
plosicHis (in niereantile language^ a Crash) 
tatA a consequent precipitation of the general 
system. For a shwt time this Icarian* 

♦ "Icarus, Son oif Daedalus, who flying with His faflier 
ttotii Crete flew too high, whereby the Sun meltings his 
waxen wings he fell into the Sea, from him named th^ 
Icarian Sea." — Ainsworth. By turning back to tte 
word, Dsedalus, the Reader will find such a striking and 
ingenious allegory of the Manufacturing System, its con- 
nections with a foroed or contraband Trade, and its sue* 
cessfttl evasions of what has been lately caUekl the ooa-' 
Uneatal aystemy as may induce him to forgive the trite* 
ness and school-boy character which all^aUusions of this 
sort have at first sight for a sensible mind. 
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Cre£t^ or rather this illegitimate ofi&jMiii^ 
of CoNFiDENck^ to which it stands in the 
same relation as Phaethon to his par^it god 
in the old fable^ seems to lie stunned by the 
fall ; but soon recovering^ iigain it strives tip- 
ward^ and having once mme regained its mid 
re^on^ 



thence many a league^ 



As in a cloudy chair, ascending rides 
Audacious! 

Paradise Lost. 

till at the destined zenith of its vaporous ex^ 
altation j ^^ all unawares ^ fluttering its pennons 
looin^ plumb down it drops f Or that I may 
descend myself to the ^^cool elenient of prose/^ 
Alarm and suspicion gradually diminish into a 
judicious circumspectness; but by little and 
little^ circumspection gives way to the desire 
and emulous ambitiim of doing business; till 
Impatience and Incaution on one ^de^ tempts 
ing and encouraging headlong Adventure^ 
Want of principle^ and Confederacies of false 
credit on the other^ the movements of Trade 
become yearly gayer andgiddier^ and end at 
length in a vortex of hopes and hazards^ of 
blinding passions and blind practices^ which 
should have been left where alone they ought 
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evw to' hn;v& heen founds amoAg the Wicked 
limacies dT the Gaming Table. 

I am not ignwant that the power and eiiS- 
euiiistantial pposjperity of the Nation haa been 
increasing diiring the same p^riod^ With' an 
accelerated force un^re^eiited in a6y ccfun** 
try^ the population of Which borfe the teine 
propc^tion to iti; productive soil : and partly^ 
peiiicqps^ even in consequence bf this system^ 
By facilitating the meati^ of enterprize it odust 
have called into activity a multitude of en^ 
terpriadng Individuals and a variety of Talent 
that would otherwise have lain dormaiit: 
while by the same ready supply of excit^nents 
to Labor^ togethw with its materials and ih^ 
struments^ even An unsound ct*edit has been 
able within a ^wt time to"^ substantiate itself. 

* If by the display of forged Bank Notes a Speculatoi^ 
should establish ttie belief of bis being a Man of large 
fortune, and gain .a 'temporary confidence in his owti 
paper-money ; and if by large wages so paid he should 
stimulate a number of indolent Highlanders to bring a 
track of waste land into profitable cultivation, the promis* 
Sfury Notes of the Owner, which derived their first value 
from* a delusion, would end in rq)resenting a real pro-» 
perty, and this their o¥rn product. A most improbable 
case ! In its accidental features, I reply, rather than ii;! its 
essentials. How many thousand acres have been rer 
claimed from utter unproductiveness, how many doubled: 

S 
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We sAiall perlmpB he told too^ that th^ reiP^ 
Evils of this System^ even the periodical enMJk 
itself^ are to be r^arded but as so much sa- 
perfluous steam ejected by the Escape Pipes 
aod Safety Valves of a self-regalating Machine: 
ttnd lastly^ that in a free and trading country 
all things find their level. 
. I have as little dispostion as motive to re* 
cant the principles^ which in many forms and 
through various channels I have labored to 
propagate; but there is surely no inconsistency 
in yielding all due honor to the sjnrit of Trade^ 
and yet charging sundry evils^ that weaken 
w reverse its blessings^ on the over-balance of 
that spirit^ taken as the paramount principle 
of action in the Nation at large. Much I 
still concede to the arguments for the present 

In Value, by the agency of notes issued beyond the bOnA. 
fide Capital of the Bank or Firm that circulated them^ or 
at best on Capital afloat and insecure. 

In this section of the present address, I consider myself 
as baying redeemed a promise, made by me (November 
W09) in the Essay " On vulgar errors concerning Tax- 
ation/' Having demonstrated the favourable influences 
of the system ^*on our political strengtii and circt^m- 
^aniial prosperity/' thb fribnd added the following 
pledge: " What have been its injurious effects on our 
Literature, Morals, and Religious Principles, I shall 
hereafter develope with the same boldness.'' 
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scheme of Things^ as adduced in ihe preced* 
ing paragraph : but I likewise see^ and always 
have seen, much that needs winnowing, Tims 
instead of the portion, that all things find^ it 
would be less equivocal and far more desscripr 
tive <rf the fact to say, that Things are always 
finding^ their level : which might be taken as 
the paraphrase or ircmical definition of a 
stwm, but would be still more ap[Hropriaie to 
the Mosaic Chaos, ere its brute tendencies 
had been enlightened by the Word (i. e, the 
communicative Intelligence) and before the 
Spirit of Wisdom* paoved on the levels 
finding Waters. But Persons are not Thmga 
-^but Man does not find his level. Neither 
in body nor in soul does the Man find hid 
level! After a hard and calamitous season^ 
during which the thousand Wheels of some 
vast manufactcHy had : remained silent as a 
frozen water^&ll, be it that plenty has 
returned and that Trade has once more be^ 
come brisk and stirring : go, ask the over- 
seer, and quesotk>n the parish doctor, whether 
the workman's health ftnd temperance with 

• Xop^/a, Wisdom, (that is, Reason in Act or Energy) 
was the name by which the Christians and Christian 
Writers of the three first Centuries most commonly ad-' 
dressed and distinguished the Holy Ghost 
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the staid and respectful Manners be^t taught 
fcy the inward dignity of conscious self-sup- 
port^ have found their level agidn! Alas! 
I have more than once seen a group of 
children in Dorsetshire^ during the helit of 
the dog-'days^ each wiHi its little shoulders 
up to its ears^ and its chest pinched inward^ 
the very habit and fixtures ^ as it were^ Hnat 
had been impressed on their frames by the 
former ill*-fed^ ill-clothed^ and unfuelled wm* 
ters. But as with the Body^ sq or still worse 
with the Mind. Nor is the effect ccmfined to 
the laboring classes^ whom by an ominous but 
too appropriate a change in our phraseology 
we are now accustomed to call the Laboring 
Poor. I cannot pervade my«elf^ that the 
frequency <rf Failures with all the disgraceful 
secre<^ of Fraud and Folly ^ of unprincipled 
Vanity in expending and desperate Specula^ 
tion in retrieving^ can be famiUariiaed to tiie 
thoughts and experience of Men^ as matt^-s 
of daily occuit^ace, wifliout serious injury to 
Hie Mm-al Senses more especially m times 
wlien Bankruptcies i^read^ like a fever^ at 
once contagious and epidemic; swift too as the 
travel of an Earthquake^ that with one land the 
same chain of Shocks opens the ruinous chasm 
in cities that haVfe m oeeatai between theto I— r 
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.in times^ when the Fate flies swifter than the 
F.ear^ and yet the report^ that follows the flash, 
has a ruin of its own and arrives but to mtd«- 
tiply the Bh)W ! — ^when princely capitals are 
often but the Telegraphs of distant calamity i 
and still wbrse^ wh^i no man's treasure is safe 
who has adopted the ordinary means of safety, 
neither the high, ot ihe humble; when the 
]jord!s rents and the Farmw's store,: entrusted 
perhaps but as yesterday, are asked after at 
closed doors! — ^but worst of all, in its moral 
influences as well as in the cruelty of suffering, 
when the old Laborers' Savings, the precirag 
robberies of self-denial from every day's com- 
fort; when the Orphan's Funds; the Widow's 
Livelihood ; the fond confiding Sister's humble 
Fortuiie ; are found among the victims to the 
remorseless mania of dishonest Speculation, <h* 
to the desperate cowardice of EEi^>arrassm^nt, 
jand the drunken stupor of a usurious Selfisli^ 
ness that for a few months respite dares incur 
a debt of guilt and infamy, for which .the 
grave itself can plead no statute of limitatiMi. 
Name to me any Revolution recorded in His- 
tory, that was not followed by a depravation 
oi the national Morals. The Roman cha- 
racter during the Triumvirate, and und^ 
Tiberius; the neign of Charles the Second^ 
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ftbd Pamat ihe present moment; are^viou 
instances. What is the main cause ? The 
sense of Insecm*ity. On what ground th^n 
dare we hope^ that with the same accompani^ 
Qient Commercial Revolutions should not pro* 
duce the same eflfect^ in (uropwtion to the 
extent of their sphere ? 

But these Blessings— with all the specific 
terms^ into which this most comprehensive 
Phrase is. to be resolved ? Dare we unpack the 
bales and cases so marked^ and look at ike 
articles^ one by one ? Increase of human Life 
and increase of the means of Life are5 ^^ ^ 
true^ reciprocally cause and effect : and the 
Genius of Commerce and Manufactory has 
been the cause of both to a degree that may 
well excite our wonder. But do the last results 
justify our exultation likewise ? Human Life^ 
alas! is hut the malleable Metal^ out of whidb 
the thievish Picklock^ the Slave's Collar^ and 
tiie Assassin's Stiletto are formed as well as 
the clearing Axe^ the feeding Plm^hnshare^ 
the defensive Sword, and the mechanic Tool; 
But the subject is a painful one : and for^ 
tunately the labors of others, with the com^ 
munications of medical men concermng the 
state of the manufacturing Poor, have rendered 
it upnecenary. I wUl rather (though in sfeict 
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l^ethod it should^ perhaps^ be reserved 'for thi» 
Mlowing Head) relate a speech made to me 
near Fort Augustus^ ais I was trayelling m 
foot througk the Highlands of Scotland. 
Thte Speaker was an elderly and respectable 
^widow^ who expressed herself with that 
^mple eloquence^ which strong feeling seldom 
fells to call forth in humble life^ but Specially 
in women. She spoke English^ as indeed 
most Highlanders do who speak it at all^ 
with a propriety of phrase and a discriinina^ 
tion of Ume and emphasis that more than 
compensated for the scantiness of her yjocabu^ 
liary. After an affecting accoiint of h6r own 
wrongs and ejectment^ (which however, die 
^d, bore with comparative lightness on h^r, 
who had had saved up for her a wherewithal 
to live, and was blessed with a son well to do 
in the world), she miotde a movement with her 
hand in a circle, directing my eye meanwhile to 
various objects as marking its outline : and ihen 
ojb^rved, vidih a deep sigh and a suppressed 
and slow voice which she suddenly raised 
and quickened after the first drop or cadence — 
Within this space — ^how short a time back! 
there lived a hundred and seventy-three per- 
sons : and now there is only a shepherd, and 
an underling or two. Yes, Sir ! One hun* 
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dred and seventy-three ChristJAn Boixh^ itmo, 
w^niftn^ boy^ girl^ and babe; and in alwodt 
e^ery home an old man by the firendde^ wh^ 
would tell you of the troubles^- b^ii^e quit 
roacb were made ; and many a brave youth 
mnpng them who loved the birth-place c^ his 
forefathers^ yet would si^iqg about hv; broad- 
sword and want but a wwd to march off to 
the battle^ over sea; aye Sir^ ^aad many 
a good lass^ who had a respect for herself;! 
Well ! but they are gone^ and Tfdth them 
the bristled bear^^ wd ihe pink bayer^i^ aq^ 
the potatoe plot that lodked as gay as any 
floww garden with its blossoms! I spme- 
times fitney^ that the very birds are gone^ a,U 
but the crows and the gkad^ ! Well^ . and 
what then? Instead of w all, there is one 
fihei^erd man, awl it may bo a pair of i^mall 
lads— ^and a many^ many dieep ! And do yoi| 
think. Sir ! that God allows of such pro<- 



Some days before this conversation, and 
whUe I was on the shcN'es of the Loch Ka- 
i^ern, 1 1 had hear^ of a sad counterpart to th^ 

* A species of Barley. t A species of Oats. 

I The Lake so wideljr celebrated since then by a Poet, 
to wh^se writings a larger number of persons have owed a 
larger portion of innocent, refined, and heart^bettering 
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widow's tale^ aiid told with a far fiercer ind^ 
tiation^ of a ^^ Laird who had raised a dompany 
firom the ooantry round abouf^ for the lote 
ihAt was borne to his name^ and who gained 
high prefi^ment in consequence: and tha^ ii 
was but a small pari of those that he took 
mmf' wlwm >he i^ronght back i^in. And 
wha|;'<were the Hfonks Which the fol^ bad 
botbfiir those that came back with him^ some 
bliiid »nd more in danger of blmd^iess ; aad 
Ibriihobe tha^ had perished in the hospitals^ and 
fikf those thatilell in battle/ fighting before or 
beidde him? Why^ that their fathers were all 
iuraed otit o£ ^ir ft^r ms befi^e the year was 
^T^ and sent io wander like so many gipdeB^ 
iiidcfis:4hey would cotiiprat to shed ^ ^eir g^y 
hkii^ Bt t&^^noe a day^ over the iiew 
^»nak Had Ihere been a price seiiqpett hiii 
he&dji aild his enemies had been c(»ning v^ti 
hjitiy be ^i^eded but have whistled^ imd a^hun^ 
dtied bhBtielkds would have made a wall *of 
flame round about hin^ with' the fladi df ih^ 
k'^Md-swc^ds ! • Now if the -^-- — - should 

^U£Pemeat, thai^ |^rbaps to any &yorite pf ^e Muse|s 
recorded in Engfish literatere-s -while the most learned of 
his readers n^ust feel grateful for tie mass of interesting 
ah& fiighiy instructive information scattered thfou^dtrt 
lUs JM^ks,4& wl^ich respect SdutHSY id biis q^lj^-ti^;^ ^ 
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come among us^ as (it is said) they will^ let 
him whistle to his sheep and see if (hey will 
fight for him I^' The firequency with which 
I h^u^^ during my solitary walk from the 
(Old of Loch-Lomond to Inverness^ ccmfideitt 
expectations of the ^d expressed in his c<m- 
eluding wwds— nay^ far too often eager hopes 
tnidgled with vindictive resolves — I spoke 
of with complaint and regret to an elderly 
man, whom by his dress and way of speaking, 
I took to be a schoolmaster. Long shall I 
recollect his reply : '^ O, Sir, it kills a man's 
love for; his country, the hardships of life 
comibg by change and with injustice!'' I was 
soitietime itfter wards told by a very sensible 
person who had studied the mysteries of pcdi- 
tic^l (economy, and was therefore entitled to 
be listened to, that more food was produced 
in consequence of this revolution, that the 
mutton must be eat somewhere, and what 
diffdrence where ? If three were fed at Man- 
chester instead of two at Glenco or the 
Trossacs, the balance of human enjoyment 
was in favor of the former. I have passed 
^ough many a manufacturing town since 
then, and have watched many a group of old 
and young, male and female, going to, or 
retwidng from, many a factory, but 1 could 
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never yet persuade myself to be of hisopimbn; 
Men^ I still think^ ought to be weighed not 1 
counted. Their te^or/^ ought to be the final | 
estimate of their value. 

Among the occasions and minw causes of 
this change in the views and measures of our 
Land-iowners^ and as bmg itself a consequent 
on that system of credit^ the outline of which 
was given in a preceding page^ the universal 
practice of enhancing the sale price of every 
article on the presumpti<m of Bad Debts^ is 
not the least noticeable. Nor^ if we reflect 
that this additional per centage is repeated at 
eadi intermediate stage of its elaboration and 
distribution firom the Grower or Importer to 
the last Rietailer inclusively^ will it appear 
the least operative. Necessary^ and therdTore 
justifiable^ as thi^ plan of reprisal by anticipa- 
tion iiiay be in the case of each individual 
dealer^ yet taken collectively and without 
reference to persons^ the plan itself would^ I 
$uspect^ startle an un&miliarized conscience^ 
as a sort of non-descript Piracy^ not promis- 
cuous in its exactions only because by a curious 
anomaly it grants a free pass to the offending 
party. Or if the Law maxim^ volentibm 
nulla fit injuria^ is applicable in this case^ it 
may perhaps be described mcHre courteously as 
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tr^et^Sdmety of iiUktib9 etoe^ «|id^hpn«il 
tominii»kini^ of i^ 

fliifkOQest or itopoFideat. It is mm^omd 
here^ however^ as one ^ the 9ppaiwbgQS i9 
t)ie twin paramount causes^ the Pap^ Cur- 
Wfmcy and the National Debt^ raad- for 4ht 
idke of the conjoint results^ Would wa^ ieei^ii 
what these results are? What thej^ Im^e^ 
hew in the hi^iery and what in the uMti 
i^^n^erOus^ class of society ? Absl &at soma 
^ ihB intermediate rounds in> the socitd ladUer 
jtmr^ been broken and not replated^ k iti^ 
Mie ^ these results* Retrace the prepress of 
ftittgs from 1T92 to 1818^ when the tide was 
«t its hdght^ and ihen^ a« far as its rafndity 
wilt permit^ the. ebb from its first turn to tho 
dradlow-watertinirkttf the last quarter* Then 
see wliellier the remainder rniay not be gt^e^ 
eaUsBed under the following heads* Flactua^ 
lum in. the wages of hibor^ alternate priiratioii 
«m4 excess (nU «i alUmt .the same time;^ but 
ipioeessividyinieadi) consequent impovideiiee^ 
aad 0¥er all discontent and a system of fiwti- 
ous confederacy — these form the history of 
the medianics and lower ranks oi our cities 
m^ towns. In the country^ a peasantry 
sinl^ing into pauperism^ step for step with the 
rise of the farmer's profits and indiilgendres* 
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On Itie side of tite landlavd and: bSai ooaipens^ 
me dball find the prewnc» of ibe rnxmrnQ/iM 
atte»te4 by answerable' effects.' Gre^t 4u; 
^ iiieir almost magieal e£^ts'' * m tbe isr 
creaseof prices w^rein the neoesmrieis of li&5 
ihey ^ere still j^eaiw^ dispraportiond^ 
greatw^ in all articles of diew: and luxui^^ 
With few exceptions^ it soon Jbecame diffieult> 
Mid at laigth imprisicticable^ for the ^htirf 
of the land^ for the possessws of fixed fm» 
perty to retain the rank of their ancestora^ or 
then* own Ibrnier establishments^ witlraqt 
jmnihg in the gener^ conipetition under iln^ 

•'During^ the composition of thii shie^ I lut^e had» 
wd t^vaiied myself of thie opportunitj of {)epi|sif|{ 
the Report of the Boarid of Agriculture for ft^ ye^ 
1816. The numerous reflections, which this most^e^ft- 
ordinary volume excited in my mind, I cannot evea 
touch on, in this plosiug sheet of an Address ti^i lias 
already e^ftended far beyond my original purpose. But 
bji4 I perused it at the comm^eace^aient,.! shoulfl^^istill 
have felt it my duty to direct the main force of my 
fmimadv^rsions against the Demagogue ($l^a of Statei- 
empiHcs. I wa? not indeed, igiloradt^of <he aid, which 
they derived from other quarters :-^nor am I bow a^buhiM 
pf not having anticipated its extent. There i^» however^ 
one communication (p. 2Q8 to 221) from Mr. Mosely, 
from which, with the abatement only of tile j^assage 
on tythes, I cannot withhold my aitire admiration; It 
almost redeems the remainder of the Report. 
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inflaence of the same trading spirii. Their 
dependants were of course either selected 
frojxi^ or driven into^ the same eddy ; while 
the temptation of obtaining more than the 
legal interest fw their principal became more 
and more strong with all persons who^ neither 
trading nor farming, had lived on the interest 
of their fortmies. It Was in this latter class 
that the riosh, and too firequently, the unprin^- 
dpled projector found his readiest dupes; 
Had we but the secret history of the building 
i^ieculations only in the vicinity of the metro^ 
polis, too many of its pages would supply an 
afflicting but instructive comment. That 
both here, and in all other departments, this 
increased momentum in the spirit of trade 
has been followed by results of the most de- 
sorable nature, I have mysejf *, exerted my 
best powers to evince, at a period when to 

* lb a yariet j of articles published at dijETerent periods 
in the Morning Post and Courier ; but with most success 
in the Essay, before cited, on Vulgar Errors on Taxation, 
which had the advantage of* being transferred almost 
entire to the columns of a daily paper, of the largest 
circulation, and from thence, iii larger or smaller extracts, 
to several of our Provincial Journals. It was likewise 
reprinted in two of the. American Federalist Papers : and 
a translation appeared, I have been told, in the I|am« 
burgh Correspondenteh. 
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present tiie fairest and most animating fim-. 
tures of the system^ and to prove their vaist 
and diarm-like influence on the power aiid 
resources of the nation appeared a duty of 
patriotism. Nothings however^ was advanioed 
incompatible with the position^ which even 
then I did not conced,!^ and which froin the 
same sense of duty I am now attempting to 
display; namely^ that the extension of the 
commercial spirit into our agricultural sys- 
tem^ added to the over-balance cf the same 
spirit^ even within its own sphere; aggravated^ 
by the operation of our Revenue Laws; and 
finally r^ee/ecf in the habits^ and tendencies 
of the Laboring Classes ; is the ground-work 
of our calamity^ and the main predisposing 
cause^ without which the late occasions would 
(some of them not have existed^ and the 
remainder) not have produced the present 



That Agriculture requires principles essen- 
tially different from those of Trade,— that a 
gentleman ought not to regard his estate as a 
mei^chant his cargo, or a shopkeeper his 
stock, — admits of an easy proof from the 
different tenure of Landed Property,* and 

* The very idea of individual or private property, 
ifi our present acceptation of the term, and according 
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Jramihd pufposeis of Agriculture itself, whiol| 
Iklliliilfttely Me the same as those of the Siate 
<tf whioh it is the ofifepring. (For we do not 
l^ljUiite iA the mxne oi Agriculture the culti-^ 
rftl^ Of a few vegetables by the women of 

to the current notion of, the right to it, . was originally 
confined to moveable thingis : and the more moveable, 
ttte tii*^^iiAi*B(6plibl^ofttii&hatUr« of property. P^<p> 
MitinH^frMl Iteiddte to ihal^tepeffeet tight ; W6 imp 
l#PK tifrl^^.^^Jl^i^^^iO^ <^ i^d^pjendieiit owheirship unde^ 
^ye ,hpads:i-^yiz., J. Precious .stones, and other jewels 
of aB 08^7 transfer ; 2. 1'he precious metals, and foreign 
^oli' tak^ as %elght df metal; S. Merchandize, by 
tirtHe df tbe dontraet >»et¥reen thd importer and tb^^ 
|of ei^^gn ift Whose person tiie , unity and integrity of 
the commoxL weajith wer^ represented^ i. e. after tt^ 
tettled price had been paid by the former for the per- 
Missiott to irilj^of t, and received by ihe latter under the 
luHJkfef'obligatioil of protecting the same ; 4. The coin of 
1lie.C4umtry in the pov^nsion of the natural subject^ 
^Q^d last oi idl, and in certain cases, the live stock, 
the pecutlium a pecus. Hence, the minds of men were 
most fami^ar with the idea in the case of Dews and 
Aliens", till gtadually, thfe privileges attached to the 
ticinity of th^ Bishops and mStfed Abbots prepareid 
1^ s^ylum ipT the fugitive V^tssal and the oppressed 
Frankling, and thus laid the first foundations of .a 
fourth clAss of freeman, that of Citizens and Burghers, 
^th^ Ftodatgystem we owe the fofmSy to the Church: 
ibs^ttbsfmtd'dt ojxr liberty. As cbnlin^ttake, fit-st, the 
origin of towns and cities ; next, the holy war waged 
ag4ilnst slavery and villenage, and With such suc<;essthat 
A^tew had ISarely io arantition an bptis jam consuid- 
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iStte less savage Hmtter Tribes.) If the coii- 
fintiaiiee and indepeiiideiice of the ^tate be its- 
6bject^ tbe final canses oi the State mmt foe^ 
lis final causes. We suppose the jiegativ^ 
^ids of a State already attained^ yiz. its otni 
safety by means of its own strei^th^ and the 
protection of perton and property for all its' 
members^ there will then remain ii» posiiite^ 
ends :• — 1. To make the means i^ subsistence 
more ea^ to each individual. 2. To secure to 
each of its members the hope * of better- 
ing his own condition m that of his childr^n^ 
d. The developement of those fisM^ties whkh 
are essential to his Humanity^ i. e. to his^ 
rational and moral Being. Under 'ihe \ws^ 
head we do not mean those degrees of intel^ 
lectual cultivation which distinguish man firom 

* The civilized man gives up those stimulahts of Hope 
and Fear, the mixture or stltematicxi of which constitutes- 
the chief charm of the savage life: and yet his Maker 
bfts distinguished him from the Brute that perishes, hf 
making Hope an instinct of his nature and an indispensa- 
ble condition of his moral and intellectual progression. 
But a natural instinct constitutes a natural right, as faf! 
as its gratification i6 compatible with the equal rig^ ol 
others. H^[>ce our ancestors classed those who were 
incapable of altering their condition from &at of their 
puteits, as. fiondsmeti or Villains, however advantage- 
ously &ej might otherwise be sitaoted. 

O 
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man in the same civilizecl sodety^ but those 
only that raise the civilized man above th^ 
Barbqrian^ the Savage^ and the Animal. We 
require^ however^ on the part of the State^ in 
behalf of all its members^ not only the outward 
means of knowing their essential duties and 
dignities as men and free men^ but likewise^ 
and more especially^ the discouragement of all - 
fuch Tenures and Relations as must in thcr 
very nature of things render this knowled^ 
inert^ and cause the good seed to perish as it 
fjalh. Such at least is the appointed Aim of a 
State : and at whatever distance from the ideal 
Mark the existing circumstances of a nation 
may un|yippily place the actual statesman^ still 
every movement ought to be in this direction* 
But the negative merit of not forwarding — 
but the exemption from the crime of necessi- 
tating — the debasement and virtual disfran- 
chisement of any class of the community^ may 
be demanded of every State under all circum- 
stances: and the Government^ that pleads 
di0iculties in repulse or demur of this.claim^ 
impeaches its own wisdom and fortitude* But 
as the specific ends of Agriculture are the . 
poaintenance^ strength^ and security of the 
State^ so (we repeat) must its ultimate ends be 
the same as those of the State : even as the 
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iiltimate end of the spring and wheels of a 
watch must be the same as that of the watch. 
Yet least of all things dare we overlook or 
conceal^ that morally and with respect to the 
character and conscience of the Individuals^ 
the Blame of unfaithful Stewardship is aggra- 
vated^ in propwtion as the Difficulties are less^ 
^and the consequences^ lyii^g within a narrowelr 
field of vision^ are more evident and affecting. 
An iiyurious system^ the connivance at wHich 
we scarcely dare more than regret in the Ca- 
binet or Senate of an Empire^ may justify 
an earnest reprobation in the management of 
private Estates: provided always^ that th0 
Systeni only be denounced^ and the pleadings 
confined to the Court of Conscience. For 
from this court only can the redress be 
awarded. All Reform or Innovation^ not 
won fi'om the free Agent by the presentation 
of juster Views and nobler Interests^ and that 
does not leave the merit of having effected it 
sacred to the individual proprietor^ it were 
folly to propose^ and worse than folly to at- 
tempt. Madmen only would dream of dig- 
ging or blowing up the foundation of a House 
in order to employ the materials in repairing 
the walls. Nothing more dare be asked of the 
3tate^ no other duty is imposed on it<^ than to 
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jvdihhdld or retract all extrinsic and artifickl 
l4ds to an injuriocus system ; or at ihe utmoM; 
to invalidate in extr^ne cases such claims as 
bave arisen indirectly firom the letter 4Nr 
unforeseen operations of particular jfttatutes : 
idalms that insteacl of being contained in the 
nights (^ its proprietary Trustees are in* 
^snoaohments on its own Bighte^ and a destruo-^ 
:tive Trespass on a part oS its own inalienal)le 
fmd untran^erable Propwty — I mean Ike 
Jhealth^ strength^ honesty^ and ilial love of 
its children. 

ft would bordw on an affir^mt to the under«- 
•standings of mir landed Interest^ w^re I to 
explain in detail what the plan and fx>nduct 
would be of a gentlemim ;* if^ as ihe result of 
his own free convictiofi^ the merkeUMe f^BO^ 
duce of his Estates were made a subordinate 



♦' Or, (to put the qnestion more justly as well as more 
candidly) of (hfe Land-owners collectively — for who is 
not aware of the facilities that accompany a conformity 
with the general practice, or of the numerous hindrances 
that retard, and the final imperfection that commonly 
awaits a deviation from 'it? On the distinction men^ 
iioned, p. 120, between Things and Persons, all law human 
.and ^vine is grounded. It consists in this : that the 
former ipay be usedj as mert means ; but the latter dare 
not be employed as the means to an end without directly 
or indirectly sharing in that end. See Fribmd, Vol. II. 
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condderation to the Iking and morel grow A 
ihat is to remain on tibie land. I mean a 
heaJib&l^ caUoiuhJumded bnt Uigbrand-warm- 
heari^ TcoAaxrtrj^ twice ilie aumber <if ^e 
praient landless, paiasb^paid Lidiiorers, and 
ready to mardi off at the first call oi tlmr 
covn^ry wiiii a Son of th£ Housg at ilieir 
bead, because nxider jao apprehensicm cf 
beii^ {forgiv^e the iowness of the e:q)reipsi<m) 
pmrched eff ai the whiie^per <£, a Land-^taster ! 
If i^ ^admitted rule, ttie ^paramount ^isi^^ 
comii«andment, wene ccmprifled Sn th^ £xed 
resolve — I will improi^ my Edale to ^[^ 
utmosti and myrmA-moU I "wUl miaeasnitiicih 
pAy but iio mwe <than, is p^npatibAe wMh tbie 
three great ends ,i(befope enumerated) whidk 
being tiaose cf my country must be mioe in- 
clusiycdy I This, I repeat, it would be moi^ 
than superfluous to particularise. It is a 
^roblem^ the scdution of which may be safely 
^entrusted to the xuHnmon s^ise of CFcry xme 
who has the Jbardihood to ad^ himsi^ &e 
question; But how encouraging even the 
appro»mations to suc4i a system^ of what 
&ir {promise the few fragmentary samples 
juRe, may be seen in the Report c^ ikie fioaid 
of Agriculture for 1816, p. 11, from the 
Earl of Winchelsea's comtnunic^tion, in 
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tjvery .paragra{)h of which Wisdom seetni 
to address us in behalf of Goodnes&r. 

But the plan of tiiy argument requires thri 
reverse of this picture. I am to ask what the 
results would be^ on the supposition^ thai 
Apiculture is carried on in the spirit of Trade ; 
and ifthe necessary answer coincide with the 
known general practice^ to shew the connec- 
tion of the consequences with the present state 
(^disiress and uneasiness. In Trade^ from its 
most innocent form to the abomination of the 
African commerce nominally abolished after 
a hardi-fought battle of twenty years^ no dis- 
tinction is or can be acknowledged between 
Things and Persons. If the latter are part 
of the concern^ they come under the denomi- 
imtion of the former. Two objects only can 
be proposed in the management of an Estate^ 
considered as a Sfocife. in Trade — first, that 
the Returns ' should be the largest, quickest, 
and securest possible ; and secondly, with the 
least out-goings in the providing, ovier^looking, 
and collecting the same — ^whether it be ex- 
penditure of money paid for other mens' time 
and attention, or of the tradesman's own^ 
which are to him monetfs worthy makes no 
difference in the argument. Am I disposing 
of a bale of goods ? The man whom I most 
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.lov0. and esteem must yield to the stranger 
tlkat. outbid, him ; or if it be sold on crectit^ 
the highest price> with equal security^ must 
have the pre£»rence«< I may fill, up Ihe defi- 
ciency of my firiend's offer by a private gifty 
or loan ; but as a tradesman^ I am bound to 
regard honesty and established character them- 
selyes^. as things^ as securities^ fw which th^ 
known unprincipled dealer may offer an un- 
ei^c^ptipnable substitute. Add to this^ that 
the security being equals I diall prefer^ even 
at ar considerable abatement. of price^ the maA 
who/ will take a thousand chests or. bales at 
mabey to, twenty who can pledge themselves 
only, for fifty eac^. For I do not seek trouble' 
for its Qwn sake ; but among other advantages 
I; seek wealth for the sake of freeing myself 
more and more fi*om the necessity of taking 
tr;oable in order toi attain it.. The personal 
^orth.of those^ whom I benefit in the^course 
of the Process^, or whether the. parsons are 
r^ly benefited or no^ is no concern of mine. 
The Market and the Shoj) are open to all. To 
introduce any other principle in Trade^ but 
^at of obtaining the highest price with ade- 
ijpiate security, for Articles fairly described^ . 
woald be tantamount to the position^ that 
T.ra4e pfight not to ejdst* K this be admitted^ . 
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{hen what as ft TradesinMi I eaandt do^ it 
eaiim>t he my IKity, a^ a Tnidsmka, io tiU 
tempt e and the only i^mahmig qoestion ib 
reason or morality is — what are tiie ^n^r' 
objects of Trade. If my Estate be si«ck^ my* 
phn must be i& make the idoilt of it^ as I 
would of any other mode i^ Capi4i^« As my 
Kenfe will ultimately depend on the qutfdfdty; 
And value of the Produce raised and brought 
into* the best market fiwn my Laiidy I wiD 
entrust the latter ta those who biddSag ilb& 
most have the ttUrgest CSajntal to employ on' 
it : and this I cannot etteci but by diivididg it 
hrto the fewest Tenures^ as none but extamv^ 
Farms will be an object to men of extemdve 
Ci^ital and enterprizi^ minds. I mmt pt^ 
fer this system likewise for my own ease and 
security. The Farmer is of course actuated 
by the same motives^ as the Landhnrd : and^ 
provided they are both faothM t» their en^Bige^ 
ments^ the ohgects of both will be : I. the 
utmost Hrodoce that can bie radeed without 
injuring the estate ; 2. with the least posdble . 
consumption of the Produce oti the £s<atei 
iisetf ; 3. at the lowest wages ; and 4^ with 
the substitution of machinery for hummi }$bor 
where ever the former will cost less aind do 
the same woiic. What are the raodbst r^me- 



Digitized by 



Google 



#»s piropdeed by ^e ijiajofity of corlNesjp^ 
dbnti iti th« last R^k)H df the Boat^ of Agti^ 
^Ittt]^ ? Iiet ineilsttres he tak^nj that r&tits^ 
i»xc», aiid wages be lowered, lUttl the Mdrk^^ 
#aiftfed! A great calamity hfusi b^falien lis^ 
fit»m ibopoirtation, the lesseaiecl purchases of 
Oov^riitnent, and " fheeviln^ahi^tAnutbint 
Harvest' — of which wd deeni out^kes th« 
mot« enticed to comphlii, becaiue ^^ me had 
him Im^ waking 112 Shillings per quartet of 
mr Corii/^ and of all other articlesinproportifitti. 
As tite best retnedieB for this calamity, we pro- 
pose thtet we ^oiild pay less to oar LaoitU^dl^ 
te^ ie> oar Iidbdrers^ ndtbiiig to our €lergy^ 
meto; mid eith^ nothing or very little to th# 
muntmaiuie of the Government and of IkH 
Poor I but that we ^ould sell at oar forni«^ 
pilens to the Consume!^!— In almost evei^ page 
we find deprecaiioiB df the Pooi^ Laws: mA I 
htild it impos^ide to exa^rate their pe9^ 
nidous teiiden<^ imd ces^eqa^nces. But let; 
It hot be f<n*gotten, ihat' ik agrieultukd dls>i 
inbk three-fenrite of the Fows^ KAtes at^ 
paid to h^Ithy^ robosi, and (O swrow imd 
«&ame1) indtts^rwuSi hardHmrkiiig Fiiape^' 
in liea cf Wagte"— (T(»> mm i»nnot at onco 
wo#k and stai^ve :) imd therdSbre if there at^ 
twra^y'fiolitee^ie^^r^ in the Pebryi,^wiw ato 



X 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



( 124 ) 

not holders of Land^ their contributions are s6 
much Bobnty Money to the latter. But th6 
^oor Laws form a subject^ which I should not 
undertake without trembling, had I the ^f>aee 
f^ a whole roluiAe^ allot to it. Suffice^ that 
this enormous mischief is undehuMy the off? 
tpring of the Commiercial System. In the only 
pliausible Work^ that I have seen^ in favor of 
our Poor Laws on the present plan^ the De^ 
fence is grouided : firsts on the expediency of 
having Labor cheap^ and Estates let out in 
the fewest possible portions — ^in other words^ 
pt large Farms and low Wages — eaich as in* 
cKspensable to the other^ and both conjointly 
as the oidy means of drawii^ Capittd to the 
Li^d, by which alone the largest Surplus is 
attainaUe for the ' State : that is^ for Ihe 
Market^ or in order that the smallest possible 
propwtion of the lai^est possible Produce may 
be consumed by the Raisers and their families ! 
S^^bondly^ . on the impossibility of supplying^ 
as we have supplied^ all the countries Of th^ 
dyilisM^ World (India perhi^s and Chiiitt 
excepted) and of underselling them eten iq 
tilieir own markets^ if om* worHit^ Manufiouo^ 
turers were not secured by the State against 
the worst consequences of those failures^ stag<^ 
nations^ and transfers^ to which ihe different 
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branches of Trade are exposed^ in a greater or 
less degree^ beyond all human prevention; or if 
the Master Manufacturers were compelled to 
give previous security for the maintenance of 
those whom they had^ by the known Law of 
human Increase^ virtually called into ex- 
istence. 

Let me not be misunderstood. I do not 
myself admit this impossibility. I have al- 
ready denied^ wlA I now repeat the denial^ 
that these are necessary consequences of our 
extended Commerce. On the contrary, I feel 
assured that the Spirit of , Commerce is itself 
capable of being at once counteracted and en- 
lightened by the Spirit of the State^ to the 
advantage of both. But I do assert^ that they 
are necessary consequences of the Commercial 
Spirit . tf n-counteracted and iiit-enlightened^ 
wherever Trade has been carried to so vast 
an extent as it has in England. I assert too^ 
historically and as matter of fact^ that they 
have been the consequence of our commercial 
system. The laws of Lycurgus^ like those of 
the inspired Hebrew Legislator, were anti-* 
cx)mmercial : those of Solon and Numa were at 
least uncommercial. Now t ask myself^ what 
the impresid<m would have been on the Senate 
of the Roman or of the Athenian Reputdicj 
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if ihfe foUawing prcqpqis^l hid heea mlcb kt 
ihem wd introdooed hy the &Jlpwiqg {»^ 
foible. ^^ Ck^iscript Fathers^ (or Senatom ef 
Athens !) it is well known to yau> that div 
eiimstanoes being the same and the time al? 
lowed propwtional^ the huipan animal maj? 
foe made to multiply as easily^ and at b» small 
An expenee^ as your sheep op swine ; which is 
nieant^ perhaps, in the fiction of our Philowh 
fhers^ that Souls are out of all proportifim 
.mwe numerous than the Bodies, in whieb 
they can subsist and be manifestedf Jt k 
likewise known to you. Fathers ! that th<)llgh 
in various States various chec^ have been or-» 
doined to prevent this increaw of births from 
heooming such a& sdiould frustrate or greatly 
endanger the ends for which freemen am 
bcHrn; yet the most efficient limit must be 
sought for in the moral and intellectual pt€h 
rogatives of men, in their foresight, in their 
habituation to the comforte and decencies of 
society, in the pride of independence ; but 
above all in th[£ hqpe that enables men to 
withstand the tyranny of the present impulse, 
and in their expectation of honor or dii^rcdit 
from the rank, character, and conditioii of 
their children. Now there aw propqgf^ to 
us the speecfy means of at oiaoe increa^ai^ the 
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ape ftlr^Qi^ srocb, 4nd the reyenues of ^ 
Sl»te : And th@ l»tter> F«ib«rs ! to » y{i4 im 
{^uaowtj thftt we «bpll be qble <« pfty not Only 
QHjur aym soldiery hut tHose of the Dloiiar«^ 
Yfimim we inny <hw induce to he^we tmt 
AUies, But foi^ this it wiU be requilUe wd 
indiiipeiunthle th»t ail Bien of eotevpHm md 
wfgeieney among us should be peiiuitted, witiir 
Ottt refitralnt, to exuwm^, and rirtually tt 
ogifimon, the birth of ui«ay myriitdft of &ae 
citise^s^ who from their ehildOiood are to b# 
Mdos^ed ia olvstem and eo^pik^yed as pwrt9 of 
a mighty system of nsiiiehineryt While *U 
things pove aww^rahle to the spl^wes and 
wishes of these enterppisers; the Citizens thni 
raised and thus employed by them will ind 
an Muple mainteqaoce, fiuiepi in muh m% 
stoncea where the in^vidoal maty ha.Yev¥eB* 
dared himself useless by the eSeeta of his own 
Tiees. It dare not^ however, be di^iaefd 
firom you, that the nature of the enqpijteiymente 
and the circumstances to wfaidh these eitizsena 
will he exposed, will often, greatly -tend t0 
cend^r- them intemperatoi dibeased, s,nd resiti 
^. Nov luts it heen yet made a part of ik^ 
proposal, that the omployM» should be m^ 
any bond to counteract audi injtriona cicemm 
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«^oes by edncaticm^ discipline^ or oike^ 
i^Scient regulations* ^ Still less may it be wi^ 
hdd from your knowlec^e^ O Fathers of ike 
State^ iliat should events hereafter prove 
hostik to all or to any branch of these specu-* 
lations^ to many w to any one of the number, 
that «hall have devoted their wealth to the 
realization of the same — and • the lights in 
which alone they can thrive^ is confessedly 
mblect to partial and even to total eclipses^ 
which there are no means of precisely fore- 
idling! the guardian planets^ to whose ccm* 
junction their si^cess is fatally linked^ will at 
imcertain periods^ fw a longer or diwter 
itime^ act in malignant oppoidtions ! — Then^ 
Fathers^ the Principals are to cAiift for them- 
selves^ and leave the disposal of the calamitous^ 
and therefore too probably turbulent^ multi- 
tude^ now unemployed and useless^ to the 
mercy of the community^ mid the solicitude of 
ihe^ State : or else to famine, violence^ and 
^. vengeamse of the Laws !'V 

If, im the maxims of ancient prudence^ on 
tk& one hand not enlightened^ on the other 
not dazzled by the principles of Trade^ the 
immedbte answer would have been : — ^^^ We 
should deem it danger and detriment^ were 
we to permit ^ so indefinite and impovidfent 
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kjferens? even c^ <mr Slaves and Helots : in tb» 
dise of free Ciiizeiis^ our eountrymen^ whbare 
to swear' to the same laws^ imd worship at 
^he same altars^. it wwe profanation! May 
tJie Grods atert the Omen V^ — If this^ I say^ 
woold have bten their rescri|)t^ it may be 
safely concluded^ that the cotifiitane^ at the 
fame scheme^ much more that the £rect 
^i^uragement df it^ must be attributed t6 
that spii^it which the andents did not teeog- 
niae^ immely^ the Spirit of Conlnlerce* 
' Bi|t we have shewn^ that the stole systett 
luus gradually takeif possesdcm of our agricul^ 
tureii^ What have been the results? ¥e^ 
him who is eiiher unable or unwilling tXi 
d^uce the whole tmth from* the portion of it 
r0T^lj3d in the following extract frcmi Lolrd 
Winchelsea's Report^ whatever I could havtf 
added woald have been eqtially in Vain. His^ 
liwdship speaking of the causes' which 
pppose all attenipts^ to better the liabor^M^ 
condition^ mentions^ as one gr^t cause^' the 
dislike the generality of Farmers have fo 
se^ii^ the Laborers rent any land; Fwhaps> 
(he continues): ^^ one of the reas^id fo^ theilr 
disliking U4s is^ that the laiid^ if niOt occujned 
by the labwers^ would fall to their own 
iliane^ aiid another I am afraid is^ that thfey 
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raUier wish to haye tbe tabdren more do« 
pt^mt upon tfiem ; finr which i^easondti Ubief 
kfe alwdys denrout) of hirnig the hodso amA 
knd ocou)Hed by b labors, audeP ^teuM^ 
thftt by that means tile londlM^ will be secttt^ 
of his reni^ add that they will keep the Uwm 
m tepaiTi 'thhs the bgetits of ei^tat^ ann too 
ipt to gife into, itt th^y flbd it itiodf iM 
ttfodUe to meet ^ tiiati giicty tenants at a 
rent-day^ arid by this Aeans aroid the hbibg 
sometiniejii dldiged to h^r the wafitft add eott^ 
plahitA of the poor. All pasfiieU th^i^fbi^ join 
in per»tiddifig the landlofdj who It \b fialiMil 
to suppose (Qitle$» he haa tbiMf add iiieiinati^ 
to intestigate the matter very elos^ly) i^t 
agree to tiiis their plan, &k>fn ^e itiann^r id 
ifrhioh it Ooides rcioommefided to hifd t add it 
ii id this idMider that the laboren^ have bieed 
£sp06sesBed of their eOW^ptetures id VarioiA 
^ttft» of tiie ididladd cOUdtieftt The moMi^t 
ih€ ftktm^ obttuns his Wish, he take^ eYery 
partide Of tb« land to MmseU; addre-letd 
&e house tai the labor^, who by tli^ imam 
in foddered Mite¥able ; the Poor Hhtti id^ 
%r«ia(iei; the fakio of the Esi&t^ to the Land-i 
4»Wner di^di^iedi add ih^ hmat mlfer^ed io 
%6lohtiAyi wiiii^h'od^ &B@(l ^ tedimi 
wiA never ^bMy bol itk^ landloi^ m«8t; «ti 
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a^ cwsiderable expence. Whoever travels 
^QQgfa the midland coimties^ and will take 
the trouble of enquiring^ will generally receive 
for ^nswer^ that fprmerly there werea^rfat 
many cottagers ^ho kept cows^ but that the 
jiand is now thrown to the farmers; and if he 
l^nqttires still farther^ he will find that in those 
parishes the poors' rates have increased in an 
amazing d^gree^ piore than according to the 
pLverage rise throughout , England/^ — In cpn- 
jGrmation of his Lordship'^ statement I find in 
the Agricultural Reports^ that the county^, ii^ 
which I read of nothing but farms of IOOO3 
1500, 2000, and 2500 acres, is likewise that 
in which the poor rates are most numerous, 
the distresses of the poor most grievous, and 
jthe pirevalence of revolutionary prindples the 
most alarmiqg. But if we consider the subject 
on the largest scale and nationally, the cion- 
3e(]^ences are, that the most important round$ 
jp the social ladder arje broken, and the Hope, 
which above all other things distinguishes^ 
^e fi*ee, nxa;n from the slave, is extinguished. 
The peo^antry therefore are eager to have 
,their dbildren add as early a^ possible to their 
.wretched pittances, by letting them put to 
jmanufactories ; while the youths take every 
^portunity of escapix^ to towns and cities* 
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And if I were questioned^ as to my opinion^ re^ 
specting the ultimate cause of our Uability to/ 
distresses like the present^ the cause of what 
has been called a vicious (i. e. excesdve) po« 
pulation with all the furies that follow in its 
train — in shorty of a state of things so remote 
Ihmi the simplicity of nature^ that we have 
almost deprived Heaven itself of the power 
of blessing us; a state in which^ Without 
absurdity^ a superabundant Harvest can be 
complained of as an evil^ and the recurrence 
of the same a ruinous calamity — I should not 
hesitate to answer — (he vast and dispropor^ 
iionate number of men who are to he fed from 
the produce of the fields^ on which they do not 
labor. 

What then is the remedy? Who the 
phyidcians ? The reply may be anticipated. 
An evil^ which has come on gradually^ and 
in the ^wth of whicfi all men have more or 
less conspired^ cannot be removed otherwise 
than gradually 5 and by the joint efibrts of all. 
If we are a christian nation, we must learn 
to act nationally as well as individually^ as 
Chnstians. We must remove half-truths^ the 
most dangerous of errors (as those of the poor 
visionaries called Spenceans) by the whole 
Truth. The Government is employed already 
in retrenchments; but he who expects imn^e- 

Digitized by V3OOQIC 



( 133 > 

lliate relief from these^ or who does not even 
know that if they do any thing at all^ they 
must for the time tend to aggravate the di^ 
iress^ cannot have studied the operatimi <^ 
public expenditure. 

I am persuaded that more good would be^ 
doiie^ not only ultimate and permanent^ but 
immediate^ goo^^ hy the abolition of the Lot- 
teries accompanied with a public and parlia* 
nfentary declaration of the moral and religiow 
grounds that had determined the Legytiture 
to this act ; of their humble confidence in the 
Messing of God on the measure ; and of their 
hopes that this sacrifice to principle; as being 
inrore exemplary from the present pressure on 
the-Revenue of the State^ would be the more 
effective in restoring confidence between man 
-and man— I am deeply convinced^ that more 
sterling and visible benefits would be dmved 
firom this one solemn proof aiod pledge of 
ihoral fortitude and national faith^ than fi'om 
retrenchments to a tenfold ^eater amount. 
Still more^ if our Legislators should pledge 
themsdves at the same time^ that they would 
hereafter take council for the gradual removal 
or counteraction of all similar encourage- 
ments and temptations to Vice and Folly^ that 
had alas! been toler^ited I^itherto^ as the easiest 
way of supplying the exchequer. And truly^ 

Digitized byV^OOQlC 



( m > 

the financial motives wpuld jbe strong ipjieed/ii 
^e Revenwe Laws in quesjtiQn were. but half 
a^ productiye <^ money to thfi . State a|i t|iey 
iftre ^ guilt i«d wretchedness to the people^ 
Our manufactureirs must ciNisent to r^ula- 
tions; our gentry niust concern theim^lves in 
the educatifm as well as in the instruction of 
their natural cUet^^ ^n^ t^ependents^ mfMSft 
regard their j^i^^ates as sepnfed indeed firopi all 
huaian interference by tjyery pinciple of law, 
and policy^ but yet as pffices pf trusty with 
duti^ to be performed^ in the sight of God 
and their Country* Juiet us become a better 
people^ and the reform <^all the public (rml 
fff supposed) ^ev^nces^ whi<^ we use as pegs 
whereon to bang our own erroi^s jaqd defeats^ 
will follow of it^lf# In sh^t^ let ev^ry mam 
measure his efli^ts by his power wd his 
Sphere of action^ and do all he can do ! Let 
him contribute inoney wh^re he cannot a^^t 
personally; but let him act personally and in 
detail wherever it is practicable. Let us pal- 
liate where wf cannot cure, comfort where we 
cannot relieve; and for the rest rely upon the 
|H*Qmise c^ the King <^ Kings by the mouth 
jof his Prophet, ^^ busssed are ye that sow 

«E^I>£ ALL WATERS.'' 
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